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PREFACE. 



That man is a creature of circumstances, 
is readily admitted; and, more or less^ 
painfully felt by us all. From a note at 
the foot of page 20, it will be seen that 
it was the author*s intention to have in- 
serted a sermon on the painful subject of 
the Slave Trade. That discourse was de- 
signed to have concluded the volume. An 
unexpected occurrence, however; induced 
him to deviate from his arranged plan. 
The decease of a young man in one of his 
congregations, at an interesting age, and 
when just entering upon the active duties 
of life, called forth the tenth sermon, which, 
by the advice, and at the request of some 
judicious friends, was inserted in its 
stead. 



VIU PREFACE. 

The author is not insensible to the de- 
fects which may be found in the present 
volume. Yet he does not hesitate to 
declare, that he has given to its prepara- 
tion, all the time he could properly spare 
from other, and equally important, duties. 
Nor can he venture to send it forth into 
the world, without soliciting the prayers 
of his congregations and friends, that, not- 
withstanding every imperfection, it may be 
rendered efficient, through the accompany- 
ing grace and blessing of the Saviour, to 
the enlightening of some ignorant mind, or 
to the comfort of some sorrowful heart ; 
especially* among those, for whose spiri- 
tual welfare he cannot but feel the most 
earnest solicitude,.^viz. the young persms 
who statedly attend upon his ministry. 

Islington^ April 10, 1826. 
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PREACHED AT THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST. OLAVB, 

SOUTHWARK, 

ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 19U; 

OCCASIONED BY THE COMMERCIAL « PANIC" 

WHICH HAD BEEN SO EXTENSIVE AND ALARMING 
DURING THE PRECEDING WEEK. 
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THE 



RETREAT FROM THE STORM. 



ISAIAH XXXii. 18 — 20. 

And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habita* 
iiont and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting^ 
places t when it shall hail, coming down on the 
forest; and the city shall be low in a low place. 
Blessed are ye tliat sow beside all waters, thai 
send forth thither the feet of the ox and the ass* 

It is one remarkable peculiarity of the 
Sacred Writings that they are precisely 
suited toyman's state and wants^ trials and 
dangers, sorrows and perplexities. Sin 
has - indeed darkened his understanding, 
and alienated his affections from spiritual 
objects. Depravity has imbittered his en* 
joyments, by creating mistrust in God's 
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%ood Providence, and rebellion against the 
wise appointments of the Divine vsrill. Still 
man resolves to be happy ; and, for a sea- 
son, he appears to be in a fair way to gra- 
tify his wishes. Sovereign mercy, however, 
does not leave him to become the prey of 
unhallowed prosperity. His worldly hopes 
are blasted; his creature comforts fail. 
Earth refuses to give satisfaction, or secu- 
rity, or peace. He is driven to seek refuge 
in religion; and, through grace, lifts his 
eyes and his heart to heaven. He opens 
the volume of inspiration ; and is astonished 
to find that the book which he had neg- 
lected, and perhaps despised or ridiculed, 
i^ now his best solace in the hour of his 
calamity. What he once merely consi- 
dered as a book of penal statutes, he now 
finds to be a treasure ef richest eon^ 
solution. He prays and reads, beHeves 
and hof)es> notwithstanding the trials and 
affiiction& with which he is surrounded. 
It iSy perhapi^, a day of sorrow as to out- 
ward circumstances. The hekvens gatiier 
blackness, and the storm a|>pears ready te 
burst upoii the political or commercial 



FROM THE STORM. 9 

world. But the word of mercy reveal3/and 
the eye of faith beholds, 9. peaceable habita- 
tion^ a sure dwellings arid a quiet resting place, 
even when it hails, coming down on the forest, 
foid when the city is low in a law place. Into 
thqit secure retreat he enters, and is safe^ 
but not inactive or unfruitful in the work 
of the Lord. No : The peace of God, 
and the love of Christ, while they x^alm the 
mind with the patience of hope, at the s^me 
time fit it for the work of faith and the la- 
bour of love. Thus influenced thf Chris- 
tian will spend the residue of his days in 
sowings according to his abilities $tnd op* 
portunities, that seed, which may spring up 
and bring forth fruit to the glory of God, 
when the hand that scattered it is stiff in 
death and mouldering in the dust ; and $0 
phall be experienced the benediction with 
which our text concludes. Blessed are y^ 
that sow beside all waters^ that send forth 
thither the feet of the ox and the ass. 

Before we proceed to notice this subject 
in its more important bearings, it may be 
necessary briefly to explain the practice to 
which an allusion is made in this last verse. 
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' Bishop Lowtb, in his valuable work 
this prophecy, transcribes the following 
words of acelebrated traveller on this text. 
" This exactly answers to the manner of 
planting rice; for they sow it upon the 
water : and, before sowing, while the earth 
is covered with water, they cause the 
ground to be trodden by oxen, asses, and 
horses, who go mid-leg deep ; and this 
is the way of preparing the ground for 
sowing." 

Having thus endeavoured to explain a 
part of the text which might, by some, be 
deeraed obscure, but which refers to man- 
ners and customs well known to the people 
to whom these words were addressed, suf- 
fer me now to proceed to the general con- 
sideration of the subject, looking up to that 
God who alone can attend the word spoken 
with the mighty power of his heavenly 
grace. We may here notice three parti- 

^^ culars. 

^^^r I. The tremendous stohm. 

^^^P II, The peaceful retreat. 

^^Bf III. The promised blessing. 

^ i_ 
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\ 

I. The tremendous storm. 

It shall hail, coming dowfi on the forest ^ and 
the city shall be low in a low place. — This; 
doubtless^ is an allusion to some judg- 
ment, or series of judgments that were to foe 
brought upon the enemies of the Lord and 
of his people. It is not necessary to enu- 
merate ^ the various ways in which ah 
Omnipotent God can inflict punishment 
upon his offending creatures. We know 
that, in all ages. He has, in some remark- 
able manner or other, discovered his dis- 
pleasure against, sin and against sinners; 
Frequently, indeed, while the hardened 
offender is proceeding onward in his 
crimes, the wrath of the Almighty appears 
to slumber ; while his very forbearance is 
made r the. ground of reproach ^ and of 
atheism. In the last days shall come scoffers; 
walking after their own lusts ^ and sayings 
Where is the promise of his coming ? for since 
the fathers fell, asleep all things continue as 
they were. But let such know, that the 
true cause /of that delay is mercy, and not 
weakness. The Lord is not slack concerning 

B4 
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his promise, as some men count slackness, but 
is long-suffering to us-ward; not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. 

Still, however, there are seasons in which 
Jehovah is seen rising from his throne, and 
unsheathing the sword of his displeasure 
against an ungodly and rebellious world. 
On these occasions his judgments are sent 
abroad in the earth ; and while the end 
and design of all is, that the inhabitants of 
the world should learn righteousness, still 
does he, at such times, with indignation 
and wrath, and with fury poured out, plead 
with guilty man, aud avenge the insnlts 
offered to his character or to his people. 

Such was the case in Egypt. The proud 
Pharaoh was made, though most reluc- 
tantly, to submit to the God of his captive 
people Israel. Truly then did it hail, com' 
ing down upon the forest— i. e. upon the 
multitude of people ; — and the royal city 
was low in a low place ; yea, it was utterly 
abased. 

The plagues inflicted upon Egypt ought 
never to be forgotten, especially by those 
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who rule the kingdoms of the world. What 
a lesson to every infatuated persecutor! 
what a warning to all who determinately 
oppose the cause and the people of the 
Lord! Israel, indeed, was weak and in 
captivity; but Israel's Saviour was mighty. 
The Ix)rd of hosts fought for his people ; 
and, after the infliction of many previous 
judgments, and of divers plagues upon Pfia-^ 
roah and upon all his servants^ and the 
Egyptian monarch and his people conti- 
nuing their hostility, the anger of the 
Almiglitywas roused to its height; and it 
hailed from heaven the hail of death, so 
that ihere was not a house in which there was 
not ome dead. Then, indeed, was the city low 
* in a low place ^ and utterly abased. 

A similar instance of God's judgments 
upon his foes occurred in the days of 
Hezekiah, when the proud Sennacherib 
attempted the overthrow of Jerusalem. 
The vaunting conqueror gloried in his va* 
lour, and in the success of his arms, plainly 
declaring that the gods of the nations had 
not been able to deliver them out of his 
hand. B\kt whom did he reproach and bias-- 

B5 
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■pkeme? and against whom did he exali hh 
voice, and lift up his eyes on high ? Eveu 
against the Holy One of Israel. And what 
was the issue? Agaui, it hailed the hail 
of death. The troops of the boasting As- 
syrian were cut off : even an hundred four- 
scoj-e and Jive thousand; and, when they arose 
in the mor?nng, behold they were all dead 
corpses. The king indeed escaped, and 
returned to Nineveh ; but it was only an 
escape from the pit, to fall into the snare. As 
he was worshipping in the house of his 
false god, his two sons came upon him and 
hurried the proud adversary of Israel into 
the presence of his final Judge. Nor can 
we wonder that, at the annihilation of the 
flower of her troops, and at the murder of 
her monarch, the Assyrian city should be 
low in a low place, even utterly abased. 

These two instances relate to the wrath 
of God on his professed adversaries. Let 
it not be forgotten that it has been dis- 
played with equal, yea with greater terror, 
towards his professed friends, who yet have 
had the name of godliness without its 
lower. Israel, though separated by Je- 
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hovah Ijimself from all the nations of the 
earthy yet mingled among the heathen and 
learned their works ; so that they offered their 
sans and their daughters unto devils^ even 
unto the idols of Canaan^ and the land, the 
holy land of promise, was defiled with blood. 
Many a time didJie deliver them, yet as often 
did they rebel. .He sent unto them prophets, 
rising up Jar ly and sending them. Some of 
these were imprisoned, some were beaten, 
others were slain. Last of all he sent unto 
them his Son, his dear, his only Son. He 
came unto his own, and his own received him 
not. He, who was the brightness of the 
Fathers glory, and the express image of his 
person, was sold, betrayed and crucified. 
The Jewish rabble, more hardened than the 
Gentile Governor, cried. His blood be on us 
and on our children / The imprecation was 
indeed heard and answered from heaven in 
deserved vengeance. The destruction of 
Jerusalem was horrible beyond all descrip- 
tion. Again, it hailed the hail of death. 
The cruelties and barbarities practised 
upon the Saviour were now retorted upon 
his betrayers and murderers ; and the royal 
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city, 'the city of ©avid, and, more than any 
other city of ancient times, the city of 
God, was indeed laid low and utterly 
abased ; yea, so literally was this the case 
that there was not one stone upon another that 
was not cast down. 

My brethren what is the important les- 
son to be learned from all this ? Let the 
Scripture declare it : Now all these things 
Imppened for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come. Natural judg- 
ments come from above, and call upon a 
gttilty nation to repent and humble itself 
before God. It is no difficult thing with 
the King Eternal, to make the most hard- 
ened offender feel the weight of the iron 
sceptre of his wrath. But, leaving other 
nations and other cities, I will advert to 
some points connected with the British 
Metropolis and its suburbs. Many iru 
stances might be mentioned ; but one may 
$i;iffice. I allude to the time when it 
pleased the Almighty Governor of the 
world to visit our capital with pestilence. 
The plague of Lond6n, as it is commonly 
called, was most truly a judgnient from 
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6t)d upoiL our forefathers for their iniqui'* 
ties. How truly then did it again hail the 
bail of death ! and our city was low in a low 
place^ yea it was utterly abased. How 
terrible, when the dead-cart proceeded 
along the streets, and the bodies of the de* 
ceased were thrown from the windows, and 
the most ordinary rites of sepulture wefe 
utterly neglected! With what feelings 
did men then flock to the house of prayer, 
and listen to the word of mercy! They 
heard indeed as those who were strangers 
and pilgrims, as men already standing in 
the shadow of the angel of death ! Few 
were so hardened as to deny the hand of 
God : the major part confessed it was the 
Ldrd who bad thus smitten them. They 
besought the gracious interposition of the 
Almighty. Through the merit of the great 
Advocate of the church, the prayers of the 
faithful ascended accepted as a cloud of 
incense before the Mercy-seat. The Lord 
vuis entreated for the laudy nnd the plague wds 
stayed. * 

From that time to the present, our happy 
country has enjoyed innumerable merciies. 
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and has been raised ia the scale of empires 
above all the kingdoms of the earth. Still 
have we, occasionally, been visited by those 
seasons of adversity which have deeply 
affected all classes of the community; and 
which, if not stopped by the good hand 
of Providence before they had reached 
their height, might have proved ruinous to 
our commerce and to our liberties. 

You will by this time be prepared, my 
brethren, for my adverting to a point of 
great delicacy,.and of some difficulty. 1 
mean, the painful occurrences of the past 
fortnight in the commercial world. Far be 
it from me to impeach the honour or in- 
tegrity of those respectable houses which, 
by the unexpected and unprecedented 
demands made upon them, have been com- 
pelled, for a season, to suspend their pay- 
ments. With the private character of some 
of those individuals I have the happiness 
to be well acquainted, and feel assured that 
it remains unstained by their misfortunes ; 
misfortunes to which the mercantile world 
must be continually exposed ; and I will 
idd, misfortunes which, in the case of the 
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honored individuals to whom I allude^ 
have only tended to endear them still more 
cordially to those friends^ who witnessed 
with admiration their devotedness to God 
and their benevolence to their poorer bre- 
thren in the days of their prosperity ; and 
who hope, with equal admiration, to behold 
their calm submission to the wise, though 
unscrutable, dispensations of Providence, 
in this the day of their adversity. Let 
suck- men know that they are not de- 
graded by their mi3fortunes; that the 
church of Christ sympathises with them, 
and prays for them; and that this most 
painful circumstance shall turn to their sal- 
vation through prayer and the supply of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ. He can repair every 
loss, and sanctify every trial. Let them 
then imitate the conduct of the great Pat- 
tern of the faithful, who, in reference to his 
cup of trembling, that Cup of the Divine 
wrath against our sins, thus expressed his 
meek submission : J^it may not pass from me 
exxept I drink it, thy will be done. 

But the word of comfort to such persons 
will more appropriately come under the 
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gecohd division of our subject. Let me 
here, for a few moments, advert to persons 
of a different description ; men upon whom 
the troubli^s of the world have unexpect- 
edly lighted, and found them unprepared. 
For such men I entreat your prayers, that 
their trials may not overwhelm them, or, 
driving them to desperation, lead to the 
most fatal consequences. Bring such per- 
sons, I entreat you, and the thousands who 
Bire now suffering in consequence of their 
feiisfortunefe, bring them all before the 
throne of Divine Mercy ; and do all in your 
power to bear their burdens, and to com*^ 
fort their hearts. 

Still, however, while I would deeply feel 
fdr those who are now suffering under losses 
so serious, and from a want of confidence 
so extensive and alarming ; I cannot but 
exhort you, in the language of Scripture, 
Hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it. 
Let Britain know that afflictions do not 
spring out of the dust ; but are the visita- 
tions of ah Almighty, but offended, yet 
itierciful Father. Forgive me for plainly 
declaring my decided conviction, that much 
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of our tilitloDdJ wealth has been kept back 
from Gdd's service. I am well aware that 
there are many honourable exceptionSi and 
some among the present sufferers ; yet I 
would inquite> Is it right that so small a 
proportion of the treasures of this nation 
should be devoted to our God and to hife 
cause ? The question is not proposed in a 
pftrty spirit. But if eternity be more than 
tig^e; if the soul be more valuable than the 
body ; if the prei^ent state of existence be 
linjtited, and if man must, ere long, appear 
before the bar of his final Judge ; if that 
filial Judge once came down from heaven, 
and bled, and groaned, and died, to save 
a lost world : if all this be true — and who 
that believes the Scripture can- doubt it? 
— then what are a few shillings, or a few 
pounds, or a few hundreds, or a few thou* 
sands, annually given to ^uch a cause in 
all its various ramifications ? What, I ask> 
is this, when compared with the late almost 
unbounded wealth of this country ? 

If.it be replied, that a very large sum 
has actually been raised, within these few 
years, for thes6 several purposes^ we 
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answer ; Who have chiefly raised this sum ; 
and who have been the principal contri- 
butors? Not the rich, the great, or the 
noble. With some few brilliant exceptions, 
these suras have been given by persons in 
the middle and lower circles of society. 
How seldom do we hear of a thousand 
pounds, how very rarely of ten thousand 
pounds, being subscribed by some princely 
merchant or some wealthy peer, for the 
building of a Church, the circulation of 
the Scriptures, the promotion of Christian 
Knowledge at home, or the Propagation of 
the Gospel abroad ! And yet what would 
such gifts be to some of the monied men 
in the country ? What ? A mere drop in 
the bucket, when compared with the sums 
employed in the service of speculation or 
of luxury ; and, in some instances, for pur- 
poses altogether at variance with God's 
word and commandments ; even the grati- 
fication of appetite, or the pleasures of the 
gambling table. 

I need not tell you, my brethren, the 
respect I have always entertained, and ex- 
pressed, for all constituted authorities ; and 
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God forbid that I should neglect to honour 
them, or sin against the Lord by ceasing td 
pray for them. I rejoice to see the Senate 
of our land passing bills for the erection 
of places of worship, the principal expense 
of which is defrayed by our Government, 
Nor can I witness the annual grants made 
bj the Legislature towards the extension of 
Christ's kingdom abroad, without the most 
lively satisfaction and most sincere grati-^ 
tude. Still, notwithstanding this noble 
example on the part of Government, yet 
how little, comparatively speaking, of the 
weialth of these realms flows year by year 
into, the treasury of the Lord ! Can we, 
then, wonder if it pleases God to visit us 
with the storm ? Our repentance may pre- 
vent its continuance, and abate its fury. 
Our thoughtlessness and hardihood can 
only lead to harsher measures, and to ex- 
tensive ruin and desolation. 

Nor let any of us excuse ourselves while 
we censure others. We have all borne a 
part in our national guilt ; for this country 
has many crying sins, which, alas ! still 
degrade her ; the continuance of which, in 



JJO THE R£T&£AT 

a natioti 30 mercifully exalted, cannot but 
be highly displeasing to Almighty God*. 
While, therefore, we sympathize in the 
misfortunes of others, let us labor for the 
amendment of ourselves and our familiea* 
Lei luxury and extravagance be displaced 
by ecQiu>my and temperance. Instead of 
living to ourselves, and being wrapped up 
in the cloak of selfishness, let us live unto 
others, and follow the example of Him who 
leased not hifnsdf. Above all, let us, with 
hearty repentance and true i^iih^ humble 
oursehes tmder God's mighty hand, that we 
may be ea^ted in due time. Nor let us forget 
the accompanying direction of St. Peter^ 
easting alt your care upon him, for he ccn'tth 
for you. Yes ! though surrounded with 
trial and sorrow, God's children have a place 
of refuge. They know where to fly when 
trouble comes. Nor shall we find it un^ 
profitable to consider their peaceful re* 
treat, in the midst of the tremendous 

* Among the iiumber, not the least. in piagnitude, 
is the awful and horrible and accursed slave trade M 
On' this subject, however, see a subsequent sermon in 
"Ae present volame. 
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gtMdfi of which we have already spoken. 
It skull haily coming down on the forest; and 
the city shall be law in a low place. Whea tfaifi 
ahall be the i;;iELse, GodV people shall dweU 
in a peaceable habitation^ and in sure dwdlingt^ 
and in quiet resting-places. Let tts thdii 
eall your attention to 

II. ThK PEACEiUL RETREAT* 

. We are Bot to suppose that the rtghteood 
are necessaarily exempted from these cala*^ 
milies whkh overtake other personi^ On 
the contrary^ we know that they me irfteri 
involved in triah. But whateVK^ their 
sorrows or disappointments, the name ofthbk 
Lsnrd is a strtfng tower; they run into it, and 
tsre safe; Extacy is not promised ; bat 
][>eace and security and quietness shall be 
theirs, and that because they are the Lord'd 
pettple^ Haw they became such, may be 
ekimed from holy Scripture. HoMat tb»il 
speaks ; / will make them to lie dmn $afehf } 
itnd 1 mil have mercy upon her that had ndt 
obtmnedfkercy ; and I will say to them which 
were not my people^ Thou art my pe^f^ 
Thus is it plainly declared, that man, in 
hie iiaftiral state, is none other than %he 



^ 



I 



22 THE KETHEAT 

friend of sin, and the enemy of God. 
Ezekiel speaks of a covenant of peace, 
made with such as once were enemies ; / 
fcill make with them a covenant of peace, and 
they shall dwell saftly in the wilderness. 
And Jeremiah declares to us the Media- 
tor to whose hands the execution of this 
covenant is intrusted ; In his days Judah 
shall he saved, and Is7-ael shall dwell safely; and 
this is his name whereby he shall be called, 

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. To thcse 

his reconciled people, the Lord is a mighty- 
helper in the day of their calamity. 

We have adverted to the judgments in- 
flicted upon Egypt, xi'hosejirst-born hesmote, 
the chief of their strength in the tabernacles 
of Ham. Yet what then was his treatment 
of Israel? Hemade his orvn people to go forth 
like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness 
like a flock ; and he led Ihem on safely, so that 
they feared not : he brought them to the border 
of his sanctuary, and made the tribes of 
Israel to drvell in their lenls. While Egypt 
groaned under the plague of darkness, a 
darkness that might be J'clt, the children of 
Israel had light in their dwellings. While 
the destroying angel passed through the 
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land to smite the enemies of the Lord^ 
Israel was preserved. Nor let it ever be 
forgotten that it was the sprinkled blood 
which, was the signal to the angel, that 
within dwelt a son of Abraham, a professed 
believer in the doctrine of sacrifice and 
atonement ; a sinner indeed, but one who 
by this very act declared his dependence 
on the Lamb ofGod, who taketh away the sin 
of the world. 

Oh,.my: brethren, with what scrupulous 
care did every faithful Israelite attend to 
the, sprinkling of the blood upon the lintel 
and upon the side-posts of his door ! And 
yet how careless are hundreds and thou- 
sands even of professing Christians in 
reference to religious services, and holy 
9acraments ! How few, even at the most 
solemn seasons of the year,are found bowing 
before the altar of Jesus, and commemo- 
rating his agony and bloody sweat, his 
cross and passion! How many who are 
called Christians, never go to the Lord's 
iiOuse ! How many who go to his house, 
never draw near to his table ! Is this the 
case with any of you ? If so, I beseech 
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you, brethren, suffer the wordo/eshartatian. 
One of the most solemn festivals of tbe 
church will be celebrated on Sunday next, 
even the feast of our Lord's nativity. Ycm 
have, I doubt not, been already mvited, hy 
him to whom is committed the charge of 
your souls, you have been encouraged to 
draw near with faith, and take this lioly 
sacrament, the sacrament of Christ's body 
and blood, to your comfort. Permit I119 
to second his request and invitation. 

I am, indeed, aware that it is awMly 
possible to receive the outward elements^ 
without partaking of the inwai^ gvace^ 
and that a preparaiion of the heart is ne^ 
cessary. But in reference to such pre^^ ^ 
ration I would say. Ask, anditskaU I>egi9M 
ytm; seek, and ye shall find. Let not- a sense 
of unfitness deter you from attentioifa to &e 
sacred duty; for if unfit to surround bfS 
table in the church on earth, can yoii sup<^ 
pose yotirselves prepared to worship before 
his throne in heaven ? If you cannot ilidw 
feel any pleasure in commemorating" tibe 
deatib fA Christ, can you imagine that yott 
txt at all prepared io meet your own ? 
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Butfoiigiye tbisdigjfession: ttetrnportance 
of the subject, especially at this season of 
tiw; year, must plead the preacher^^ excuse 
with a Christian congregation. Yet, let it 
not be foi^tten, that it is at the holy sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper that the real 
child of God often experiences the peace* 
ful retreat spoken of in the text. Here is 
quietness, and security, and peace. Ap- 
proaching the table of his God and Saviour, 
he feels a power to cast away every care, 
and to embrace every promise. The storm 
rages without the hallowed precincts of the 
temple; but within all is serenity and peace. 
He has come hither, as to a sanctuary, from 
his troubles and his sorrows. The grace 
oi the Spirit is communicated. He looks 
to his Saviour"^ cross, and all his own trou- 
bles seem light afflictions which are but for 
a moment. He looks to his Saviour^s inter- 
cession, and he finds an influence descend-r 
ing from above, which causes those light 
afflictions to work out for him a far more ex- 
cee£f^, and eternal weight of ghry. Under 
the guidance of such a principle, he looks 
not at the things which are seen and ten^poral; 
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but at those which are not seen and eternal. He 
'* feeds upon Christ in his heart, by faith, 
with thanksgiving." A flame of gratitude 
and praise, is lighted up in the sanctuary, 
is caught at the altar of his God, which' 
burns bright and towers high, in defiance 
of all his sorrows and trials, his tempta- 
tions and fears. Nor does the sacred feeling 
evaporate when the day of rest is con- 
cluded. The throne of grace is always 
accessible, and the Intercessor of the 
church ever standing ready to receive and 
to present the prayers of the faithful. The 
tempest may roar ;* the floods may rise ; 
the waves may be tossed on high. Public 
calamity may be added to domestic afflic- 
tion. The land of his nativity may be ia 
a state of depression. The house, where 
his fathers praised God, may be burned up 
xvithjire ; the city may be low in a low 
place. But even then he shall dwell in a 
peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings 
Qnd in quiet resting-places. Although ihe^ 
fig-tree shall not blossom^ neither shall there 
be fruit in the vines; the labour of the olive- 
shall failj and the fields shall yield no> 
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meat; the flocks shall be cut off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls , yet 
shall he rejoice in the Lord^ and joy in the 
God of his salvation. Yea, when his heart 
and his fksh shall fail, and a vast eternity 
shall open before him, God shall be the 
strength of his heart and his portion for ever. 
And then farewell to sorrow and trial, to 
affliction and calamity ! There none shall 
say I am sick, or complain of loss of pro- 
perty or loss of friends. Then, indeed, 
when the torrent of Divine wrath shall 
sweep away the whole confidence of the 
ungodly ; when every Ninevah and every 
Babylon shall be utterly abased; then 
shall the righteous shine forth as the stars in 
the kingdom of their Father. They shall 
enter the heavenly Jerusalem. They shall 
hunger no more, nether thirst any more ; neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat : but 
the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 
sfiall lead them to living fountains of vxtters, and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, 
and the days of their mourning shall be ended. 
And, oh! what tongue can describe the joy 
of the wearied Christian pilgrim as he lays 
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down his sword; unbuckles bis shield 
from his arm ; and places his humble tro- 
phies at the feet of the great Captain of 
his salvation; while, amid the chorus of 
just TTien made perfect, and the anthems of 
Cherubim and Seraphim, he enters upon 
that peaceable habitation, that sure dwelling and 
guiet restiiig-place, which are reserved for him 
in the house not made with hands dental in the 
heavens ! 

But let it not be supposed, that the 
religion of the Bible was intended only to 
comfort your hearts and to excite your 
hopes. Rest assured that it was designed 
also to direct y our practice, and to summon 
all your energies to the service of Him who 
hath called you to glory and virtue. The con- 
cluding verse of the chapter remains yet 
for consideration. Blessed are ye that sow 
beside all waters, that send forth thither the 
feet of the ox and the ass. This leads me to 
notice, as the third division of our subject. 



III. The promised blessing. 
This is pronounced upon such as devise 
"schemes for extensive good, and, at the 
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wme tiofte, adcipl OwiBe preparatory mea- 
HureB which may be most conduciye to th^ 
S^tainment of the proposed end.- — ^What is 
It then to sow beside aU waters? I an- 
9wer^ It is to Ae up and doing; to be labour- 
ing, in ^ason and vtxt <3f season^ ibr the 
moiral benefit of man ; — to be actiyely ^en- 
gaged in circi^tiaig the Scripture, that 
incorrt^iUe eeed of the Wordy in all the 
languages and dialects of the human race; 
-^to be sending forth, or aiding in sending 
forth, the heralds of mercy, the messen- 
gers (^ the 'oross of Jesus, to all ^' Jews, 
Tmrks, Infid^ and Heretics ;"*«-^to be 
aictive id every scheme of benevoteoN^e and 
piety, wixich may tend to alleviate the tem- 
poral or 'Spiritnal wants of ociririends, ^our 
iseigkboxirs, wiv country, and the world at 
lai^^^n fine, to buy up every mofttent; 
to imprpve every talent ; to embtace every 
providential opening ; that we may deposit 
that seed of IKvine truth wMdi may spring 
up and produce frnit, when the person who 
mattered it rests from his laboars* atMl 
steeps in the dust^ 
My brethren, "i^^e there mom ^ thits> 
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Spirit among professed Christians, there 
would not be such frequent complaints of 
the increase of religious charities, and of 
the demands made upon the public. Did 
men feel as they ought in this matter ; did 
they consider it, as it really is, a very ex- 
alted honor to be fellow-workers together 
with God^ in the execution of those pur- 
poses, which He could accomplish unas- 
sisted and alone, without human agency; 
did men daily and hourly look back to 
Christ's cross and precepts, and forward 
to his second coming and final glory ; did 
thfey thus think, and thus feel, they would 
shew that they considered it a great favor 
to lend their feeble assistance to a cause 
so noble and so divine. They would sow 
beside all waters, and they would find the 
blessing spoken of in the text. The bless- 
ing of such as were ready to perish would 
come upon them. Many a poor wanderer, 
turned by their instrumentality from dark- 
ness to light , and from the power of Satanr 
unto God, would heap his blessing upon 
their heads. While from heaven should 
be pronounced the benediction of the spi- 
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ritual Aaron, the great High Priest of th6 
church ; The Lord bless thee and keep thee : 
the Lord make his face to shine upon thee, 
and be gracious unto thee : the Lord lift up 
his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. 
Which benediction they shall experience 
in all its latitude and glory, on the morn- 
ing of the resurrection ; when they that be 
wise shall shine as the brightness of the firma- 
ment; and they that turn many to righteous^ 
ness as the stars for ever and ever. 

But not only do we find a blessing pro- 
mised in the text, to such as devise schemes 
for extensive good, but also to those who 
adopt the preparatory measures. Blessed, 
not only are they who sow beside ail waters, but 
blessed too such as send forth thither the fed 
of the ox amd the ass, to prepare the way fot 
the deposit of the seed. Without any 
fanciful interpretation of Scripture, I think 
we may here see an emblem of the impor- 
tant, but often wearisome and laborious, 
task of Christian education. If the seed 
of the word is not to lie uncovered upon 
the surface of the heart ; if it is designed 
tp sink deep, iq order that it may take 
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firm root, and eventually produce an abun- 
dant harvest, then much care and much 
labour are necessary in the previous work 
of instruction and tuition. For this cause 
I am to plead this evening ; and though it 
be unfortunately a time of great pecuniary 
pressure, yet I venture to look, without 
hesitation, to such assistance as it may be 
in your power to contribute, with ease to 
yourselves, and with justice to your fami- 
lies. Beyond this, we would neither ask 
nor desire. We are too well aware of the 
existing difficulties in the commerciaJ 
world to expect that many of you will give 
as much as you could wish to bestow on 
a cause so excellent, as the education of 
these poor girls in those principles wht<^ 
may fit them for serving God on earth, and 
for dwelling with him for ever. 

To such of you, however, as may feel 
disposed to devise liberal tJtitigs, notwith- 
standing surrounding difficulties and nu- 
metous demands ; to such I would say, 
thdX the offering will be the more accepta- 
ble to Heaven, for being presented at a 
tiaae when your pecuniary resources may 
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M»t be 80 great as ibnnBily^ Nor KuriH 
yours be tiie first instance of siMfch coft- 
datt; ibr in thB eighth chapter of St. 
PauUb Second fi^iistle to the Corinthians, 
we find him mentioning with nmrfcied oom- 
mendniion the Conduct «>f die poor Chril^* 
tianlB in Macedonih toward their suffering 
brethren in Judte : Mno that in a gre&t trkd 
of qffbiim^ tkeit idmndtmt joy and ibdr^hip 
poixrty 4JiiMmded tmto the ru^ (fthdtUberM^ 
Iky, f}or to tbdr fouxr^ proceeds the kpb^ 
stle, / b6ttr rtc$riy yea^ andieymd their foiver^ 
they toslft mikng ^f themsd^x^ ; fraying us, 
mth fatjtoh erib/taty^ that Moe umid mxive the 
gifi^ limd kdee $q)Mim the fiUoHeislap ^ the mi^ 
metering to tht saints. 

Many of you, I doubt not^ haVe r&A 
dAring the past week, in Hie pubiic prints, 
the affecting case of a child burnt to death ; 
whicfa^ m its vwnd^ may be brought to bear 
strongly on this subject. Nor do I hesi- 
tate t6say» that^ next to Scriptural esc*' 
ampleS) and especially thbt of our great 
LcKrd and Mal»ter^ before whom all otiber 
exoeUenoejoaust stand veiled and obscured, 
yet> n<ixft td theie^ I have seldom read «f 
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a more striking instance of disinterested 
regard to the welfare of others, even in 
the hour of severe suffering, than that 
which is furnished in the history of the 
little child to whom I venture to allude. 
During the absence of his parent, his 
clothes took fire, and were burnt to a 
cinder before he procured any assistance. 
Running down stairs the child was met by 
some person, who seeing his distressed 
state^ and pitying bis extreme sufferings, 
(which but too soon proved mortal,) was 
anxious to* afford him all possible help. 
But what must have been the feelings of 
this person, when the child, already burnt 
in a manner too shocking to describe, was 
heard to say, ** Oh ! Sir, my sister, my 
little sister up stairs — pray go to her — she 
niay be on fire!" 

The disinterested sufferer is now no 
moik ; but herein, he bdng dead yet speak-^ 
ah, and sjpeaketh to us. And shall a 
child of poverty and sorrow, writhing 
under his own agonies, discover such 
an intense love to his little sister, whom 
he concluded was a fellow-sufferer ? An4 
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shall we, because of a few present losses^ 
or even some severe trials, — shall we, 
therefore, forget or neglect the best interests 
of these poor children, whose eternal sal- 
vation, as well as their benefit in this 
world, is the object of the present charity ? 
No! my brethren, I feel persuaded you 
will rather determine, that, wheresoever re- 
trenchment may begin, it shall not begin 
in your contributions to the service of your 
God, or to the welfare, the moral, spiri- 
tual, and eternal welfare, of the children 
of the poor. Nor ever forget, for your 
encouragement to a determination so noble 
and divine, those words of our most bless- 
ed Redeemer, as they will one day be 
heard proceeding from his sacred lips ; In 
as much as ye did it unto one of the least of these, 
ye did it unto me. 
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A DIVINE REGULATION 

IN THE 

GOVERNMENT OF THE WORLD, 



1 SAMUEL ii. 30. 

Them that honor me, I will honor ; and they that 
despise me shall be lightly esteemed. 

The omissions and disobedience of the 
church are frequently more displeasing 
to Almighty God, than the decided and 
virulent hostility of the world. From hiii 
avowed adversaries he looks for the con- 
tempt of his laws, and the dishonour of his 
Name. From his professing people, he has 
an undoubted right to expect a conduct 
suitable to their vows and obligations, and 
in accordance with the will of Him who 
hath called them to gkry and virtue. If this 
be naturally required from his servants in 
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general, how much more from those who 
wait at his altars, and proclaim his word 
to the congregation! From such it were 
surely only reasonable to anticipate the 
most ready obedience to his commands ; 
the most cheerful acquiescence in his will, 
and the nearest resemblance to his divine • 
image. If the priesVs lips should keep knoW' 
kdge, we may properly expect that the 
law of his God should be written on his 
heart; that his life should be a pattern to 
the church of every thing that is pure, and 
peaceable, and lovely, and of good report. 
Nor is it too much to conclude, that his 
family should be a little sanctuary, the 
church in miniature, conducted upon 
Scriptural principles and governed by 
Christian love ; the abode of heavenly 
graces, and the residence of holy tempers ; 
the school of the prophets, and the nursery 
for the future labourers hi the iwrd and doc- 
trim. Happy that Christian community 
whose pastors, having been originally 
trained in such families, conducted on such 
principles, are now endeavouring, in their 
turn, to bring up their households in the 
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nurture and admonition of the Lord, ruliog 
them with the mild sway of Christian firm- 
ness and parental affection I Having their 
dttldren in subjedion with a/I gravitj/. For if 
a man krmv not kow to rttk his oum house, koto 
^mU Ac take cart of the church of God ? 
. It may perhaps be objected, that a minis- 
ter is only responsible for the discharge of 
his official duties; and that it is hard, and 
indeed cruel, to censure, with severity, 
what may, by some, be considered as the 
amiable weaknesses of his character. A cri- 
minal remissness in discipline, may be at- 
tributed to parental indulgence ; and the 
improper gratification of youthful wishes 
may be extenuated as an exhibition of fa- 
therly affection. Alas ! my brethren, what 
have been tbe baleful and tremendous con- 
sequences of such indulgence, and such 
affection, the subject connected with our 
text most plainly declares! Awful is the 
instance Uiat it furnishes us with of a saint 
and a priest so neglecting the grand duty 
of religious education, and the due exercise 
of parental authority, as to bring, upon 
fcomself and upon his offspring, denuncia- 
tions of the Divine indignation and wrath. 
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at which it is declared that both the ears of 
every one that heareth them shalitingle! 

There is no evidence that Eli*s sons were 
uninstructed in those various branches of 
useful science^ which must ever be consi- 
dered so highly important as preparatory to 
a due discharge of the sacred duties of the 
priesthood, in every age ; but which may be 
attained without the least spark of Divine 
grace; and, through human.depravity, even*, 
tually employed against the ark of God, 
instead of being devoted to its service. 
Nor does it appear that Eli was guilty of 
any particular deficiency in the preceptive 
part of his duty, in reference to his sons ; 
or that he neglected prayer to God on their 
behalf. But, though not backward in the 
communication of knowledge, he evide»tly 
was grossly negligent in the exercise of 
discipline. He expostulated, and perhaps 
wept, when he ought to have corrected or 
punished* And^ alas ! he lived to see the 
day when fatherly discipline could npt be- 
exercised, and when all that was left hiia 
was sorjow and tears. 

ISs sons made themselves vile, and he restrained 
them not. He neither interposed his paren-) 
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tal nor sacerdotal authority ; even when 
their abominations had proceeded to the 
most alarming extent. Yea, when they 
committed the most gross and scandalous 
abominations — when, by their profaneness 
in the discharge of their office, they made 
the offerings of the Lord to be abliorred of the 
people; and, by their lewdness, enticed and 
polluted the women that assembled at the door of 
the tabernacle — even then, instead of being 
roused with holy indignation, and a piousr 
regard for the honor of God and the in- 
terests of religion, he merely expostulates 
with them. My sons, why do ye so wickedly ? 
instead of suspending them from the exer- 
cise of the duties of the priesthood, or re- 
straining their monstrous delinquencies by 
ecclesiastical censures, or even by condign 
punishment. 

This want of zeal was highly displeasing 
to Almighty God, and plainly discovered 
that Eli was, in this respect, a very unworthy 
successor to the pontifical office of another 
and a better, Phinehas, who was zecdousfor 
his God*. In the chapter, out of which the 

Numbers xxv, 7 — 18, 
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text is taken, we have the predictions of 
an inspired prophet, concerning the awfiil 
judgments which should be brought upon 
Eli and his house, as the punishment of 
that dereliction of duty which we are now 
considering. How awfully the last six 
verses were fulfilled, you may find recorded 
in the fourth chapter of this First Book of 
Samuel t 

And there ran a man of Benjamin oat^tiie 
army, and came to Skibh the same day, with his 
clotfies rent, and with earth upon his head. And 
when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the way 
Kde, tcatcfnijg : for his Jieart trembled for the 
ark of God. And what the man came into the 
diy, and told it, all tlie ciiy cried oiit. And token 
£li lieard the Time of the crying, he said, What 
wean^h the noise of this tumult ? And the man 
cairn in hastily, and told Eli. Noko Eli vmi 
rdtiety md eight years dd, and his eyes were dim 
that he could nrA see. And the man said unto 
Eii, I am he that came out of the army, and I 
Jied to-day mti if t/ie anny. And he said, What 
is tiiere done, my son ? And the messenger an- 
swered and said, Israel is fied before the Phi- 
Usiines, and there hathbeenalso a great slaughter 
among the pet^k ; and thy two sons, also Hophm 
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md Phmehu are dead ; and the ark of God is 
taken. Andttcametopass^whenhemademen- 
twnof the ark ofGod^ that he feUJrom off the 
teat backward, by the side of the gate, and hU 
mek brake, and he died. 

The affecting scene, recorded in the 
renies immediately following, is too pain- 
ful to dwell upon. Let us bear in mind, 
that this description of the death of Eli and 
bis sons, is here given in illustration of the 
doctrme laid down in my text, Them that 
haner me IwiU honor; and they that ikspise 
me AaU be lightly esteemed. The truth of this 
assertion, I shall now proceed to consider 
and establish, as it regards individuals, 
FAMILIES, AND NATIONS. And may God 
the Holy Ghost assist our feeble endear 
vours to explain his^holy word, and grant 
that what our understandings may appre- 
hend, our hearts may feel, and our life and 
practice exemplify, to the praise (f the glory 
of his grace in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

This passage we are then to consider aa 
it regards, 

I. Individuals. 

The religion of the Bible, in order to it& 
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being displayed in the family, and diffused 
throughout the nation, must first have its 
seat in the deep recesses of the heart. 
Without this personal piety, there may be 
the form of godliness, but its power will be 
unfelt, and its consolations unknown. Who 
then are the individuals that honor God ? 
I answer those, and those only, who re- 
ceive his word as the rule of their lives, 
and the test of their motives ; — ^who receive 
His Son as the object of their faith, the 
foundation of their hopes, and the pattern 
for their daily imitation; that, through 
grace, they may attain to that ndnd which 
was also in Christ Jesus ; — who receive his 
Spirit, as their Enlightener^ Comforter, 
and Sanctifier. Such a man does indeed 
honor God : he comes to be saved in that 
way which infinite wisdom devised, which 
infinite power executed, and which infi- 
nite grace offers to every penitent and con- 
trite heart. He honors the Divine purity, 
by confessing his own vileness ; and the Di- 
vine mercy, by relying all his hop^supon it. 
He honors the Divine precepts by giving 
all diligence that he may obey them, and 
walk according to their requirements. 
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Although deeply sensible that he is, 
by nature and practice, a guilty ruined 
creature ; that he has *' erred and strayed 
from God's ways like a lost sheep ; " yet 
he jkes for refuge to lay hold on the hope set 
before him. He believes with the heart unto 
righteousfwss, and with the tongue he makes 
cmfession tmto salvation. He honors God 
by a holy life, the necessary consequence 
of a lively faith. He daily labors, and 
watches, and prays that his heart may 
be true to his lips, and that his life may 
be true to both. He experiences the grace 
(f God which bringeth salvation ; but, while 
he * exults in its enjoyment, he discovers, 
by his spirit and temper, that he has been 
taught by that very grace to deny ungod- 
Imess and worldly lust, and to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world. 
And it is only while thus endeavouring 
to have a conscience void of offence, that he 
ventures to indulge in the blessed hope of the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ Nor does such a man 
ever dare to sin that grace may abound, be- 
cause while he looks to the Cross as the 
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basis of all his hopes, he remembers that 
Jesusgave hhnselffor its, that kevught redeetn 
usfrmi all iniquity, and purify unto kimsdf a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

Such is the man that honors God. How 
widely different from the other character 
mentioned in the text. A despiser of 
God ! ! Monstrous impiety ! you are ready 
to exclaim: can such a character be found 
in God's creation ? Alas ! it is more than 
possible, or even probable ; it is a lament- 
able fact. Yes, there are those who dC' 
spieeGod. That immaculate Purity which 
holy angels contemplate and adore, they 
behold not with admiration or delight. 
That stupendous mercy, which accom- 
plished man's redemption, they can hear 
of with frigid indifference, and return with 
base ingratitude. That all-sufficient grace, 
which is so freely offered in the Gospel, 
they not only reject themselves, but are 
anxious that others should reject it too. 
They despise the holy humbUng doctrines 
of the Cross, and rgect the couyisel of God 
(gainst themselves. Tliey blaspheme his 
sacred name, by profaning it with oaths 
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and curses ; and shew their contempt of 
his holy day by desecrating it to worldly 
business or pleasure. They despise his 
ministers who dare to be faithful to their 
souls, and whose only object and desire 
is to promote their salvation. Him they 
account their best friend, who flatters their 
vanity and cherishes their carnal secu- 
rity : him they regard as their worst enemy, 
who tells them of their real state, who 
declares their impending doom, and in the 
language of Nathan ventures to say to the 
dinner, however opulent or however pow- 
erful, J%ou art the man. 

Such the striking difference between 
the individuals who honor God and those 
who despise him. Let us briefly mark 
their different treatment. The former 
shall themselves be honored ; the latter 
shall be lightly esteemed. In this world, 
we are sometimes called to witness the 
truth of this assertion ; while we behold 
the righteous exalted and dignified, and 
confusion covering the face of the wicked. 
Buj^itis reserved to the solemn hour of 
4eath^ and to the glorious morning of the 
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resurrection, to unfold the full import of 
the text. When they that sleep in the dust 
of the earth stiall awake; some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt. In 
the mean time, let us all, and, especially, 
let such as are in circumstances of temp- 
tation^ allurement, and danger, remember 
the words of our glorious Saviour and final 
Judge ; W/iosoever. shall be ashamed of me and 
of my toords, in this adzdterous and sirful ga^^ 
ration, of him also shaR the Son of man be 
ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of Ms 
Father with the Iwly angels. For, even on 
that solemn day, the rule laid down in the 
text shall be adhered to ; Them that honor 
xnelwill honor, and they that despise me shall 
be lightly esteemed. 

. Having considered these words in their 
bearing upon individuals, let usnpwprp* 
ceed to notice their application to 

II. Families. 

The man who is really in earnest about 
the salvation of his own soul, will not feel 
indifferent respecting the spiritual interests 
pf his household. If the hypocrite be only 
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anxious that the form of godliness should 
be maintained, the Christian will be sa- 
tisfied with nothing that falls short of its 
life-giving, renovating power. The man 
of Grod will determine with Joshua, As for 
fneandmy hause^ we wiU serve the Lard. After 
the example of the grent father of the faiths 
fid; be mU ccmmand his children and his 
tiausehold- after Mm, to keep the way of the 
limd^ to do justice andjudgment, that the Lord 
may bring upon them the good things 
wiiieh he hath promised to them that fear 
bim« With David he will endeavour to 
waUc hrfare his Jiouse with a perfect heart. His 
ofispring shall be seen rising around him, 
instructed in the good and the right way, 
so that, like Timothy, from their child- 
hood they shall be taught the holy Scrip- 
tureiy which are able to make them wise unto 
salivation, through faith, which is in Christ 
Jesus. 

. The person I describe will accompany his 
instructions with his prayers, and crown the 
whole with a bright and Christian example. 
He will not, one hour, teach his children to 
honor th^e Divine law; and the next, pour 
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contempt Upon that law by his own incon- 
sistencies and transgressions; but will seek 
to maintain, in the world and in the family 
as well as in the church, a comcience void 
(^offence toward God and toward mm. It may 
not be an easy task, and the corruptions 
of his own heart may, at times, render it 
exceedingly difficult; but herdn will Itt 
exercise himself. Nor shall his efforts or his 
prayers be in vain. No: they shall suc- 
ceed to the joy of his heart, to the welfare 
of his family, and to the glory of his God. 
Thus he honors his God, and he shall be 
honored by Him. He shall see the fruit 
of his piety, and exult, not with vain- 
glory but with fervent gratitude, in the 
success of his labors. His children skaU 
rise up mid call him blessed. Taught in early 
life from that holy book, which they 
plainly discovered was their father's solace 
and their mother's joy, as well as the 
directory of the whole family — Taught 
from those sacred oracles to honor ail men, 
to love the brotherhood, to fear God, and to 
honor the king; when arrived at years of 
discretion they shall exemplify those 
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lessons which were inculcated upon them 
in the days of their childhood and youth, 
inculcated too by those who, through 
grace, practised as well as taught, who 
not only "allured to brighter worlds," but 
" led the way/' 

It is scarcely necessary for me to add, 
that the pious family will be the happy 
family. Where the Lord is honored. He 
shall dwell, and He shall bless. Riches 
will often be bestowed as the fruit of pious 
industry. If they come, it shall be with 
the Divine blessing. The gift shall not 
take the place of the Giver. In such a 
family, wealth will be received with grati- 
tude, but yet with trembling, the result 
of a deep sense of their responsibility to 
Him whose they are and whom they serve. 
Nor, at such a season, will they forget 
the express command given in their family 
directory. Charge them who are rich in this 
world that they be ready to give, and glad to 
Sstribute ; laying up in store for themselves a 
good foundation against the time to come, that 
they may attain eternal life. How beautiful 
a sight ! when opulence is thus used, not 
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for.the corruptioti but for the benefit of 
mankind ! When the grand inquiry is, how 
the cause of Jesus may be best promoted, 
the church most enlarged and edified^ the 
sons of wretchedness relieved and con- 
verted, and the poor members of Christ's 
mystical body cheered and comforted, 
by the hand of brotherly affection, in 
theit passage through poverty, trial, and 
pain, to the regions of immortality, and 
to the land of rest. 

We know, however, that it is written. 
Riches make to themselves wings and fiy awaff. 
The family we have been attempting to 
describe may experience some of those re- 
verses of fortune, to which man must ever 
be exposed w^ile a sojourner in this state 
of change and uncertainty. But the Chris- 
tian household, while they may find that 
the world mud the fashion thereof passeth away, 
can rejoice in the conviction that Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
for ever. The family directory points out 
to their notice immutable promises and 
unfading joys. Wealth has disappeared; 
but they know that the silver (md the gold are 
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the Lord's ; that he brmgeth down one, and setteth 
up oMher. The rising murmur is suppress- 
ed' by Christian meekness, and stifled by 
Christian hope. Such hum in whom they 
have believed, and fed persuaded that He is abie 
to keep that which they have committed unto him 
until thd day. In the mean time, they are 
prepared to pass through much tribidation, 
in their way to the kingdom. They feel 
grateful to God that they were enabled to 
use prosperity to his honor, and they are 
now most desirous that they may, in this 
the season of their adversity, through the 
same grace, glorify the Lord in the fires. 
Whatever their a£Riction, whatever theii^ 
calamity, they are not unnoticed by their 
brethren beloved in the Lord. Above all, they 
are visited, cheered, and animated to pa^ 
tience, and to all long-suffering wtthjoyfulness 
by the manifestation of their Saviour's love. 
He smiles, and all is light, and peace, and 
joy. '' The Holy Ghost the Comforter,'' 
and ^' the Sanctifier of all the elect people 
of God," causes their affliction, their l^ht 
affliction, which is but for a moment, to turn 
to their salvation, yea, to ivork out for 
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tbem a far more ex'ceaiing and eternal weight 
of ghry. Whoever may despise them, 
they are honored of God even in the 
depth of their sorrow. A sacred inter- 
change of communication is established 
and maintained between their hearts and 
the unseen world. Holy angels minister to 
t/tem as heirs of salvation, and the Sun of 
Righteousness breaks through every cloud, 
and, shining into their hearts, bestows ike 
Ught of the knowkdge of the glory of God; 
which can only be manifested to sinful 
man in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Behold the pious parent of such a family 
receiving the summons from above to join 
" the goodly fellowship of the prophets," 
" the glorious company of the apostles," 
and " the noble army of martyrs." He is 
called from the embraces of his family, 
but it is to enter into thejoy of his Lord. The 
separation is only for a season, a short 
season ; even till that hour when they shall 
meet no more to part, and smile no more 
to weep. The stroke of separation is felt, 
but is felt as the stroke of mercy. The 
tear of affection and gratitude bedews the 
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cheek of departed excellence, and is shed 
on those eyes which are now, indeed, 
dosed in death, but which once sparkled 
with holy joy, or wept with holy sorrow. 
Behold such a family kneeling around the 
mortal remains of a pious and deceased 
parent,, adoring the Almighty for favoring 
them iM> long with such a teacher and such 
a guide, afid praying, now that he is gone, 
that they may be enabled to foUow him as 
hefoOawed Christ ! How suitable to such 
an occasion are the words of our Church 
in her Communion Service ! *' We also 
bless thy holy name, for all thy servants 
departed this life in thy faith and fear ; 
beseeching thee to give us grace so to 
follow their good examples, that with 
them we may be partakers of thy heavenly 
kingdom. Grant this, O Father, for Jesus 
Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Ad- 
vocate." 

Time would fail us to point out the 

blessedness of such a family, as, one after 

another, they fiM askep in Jesus, and are 

gathered to thdr fathers. Their remembrance 

is 43acred and honorable ; — honored by thje 
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righteous, and frequently even by the 
wicked; — honored as those who were the 
children of God, the light of the world, 
the benefactors of mankind, and the orna- 
ments of the church. Yes, verily, such 
honor have all God's saints. 

How different, my brethren, how widely 
different, the state, the comforts, and the 
prospects of the household uninfluenced 
by the religion of the Bible and the love 
of the Saviour ! Wealth, beauty, and ac- 
complishments are the chief object of de- 
sire and pursuit. Dissimulation and hy- 
pocrisy, toward particular persons or to 
meet particular ends, are early instilled 
into the mind, even as forming a part of a 
good education. Conscience is termed 
scrupulosity, and real religion misrepre- 
sented as enthusiasm. God's worship is 
despised ; his Name profaned ; his grace 
rejected. Such a family may be fashion- 
able ; but they are not pious, and there- 
fore not happy. They possess no fixed 
principles to direct their conduct, and 
have no shelter to repair to, when the storm 
gathers, or bursts with fury on them. 
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They despise God, his word, his minis- 
ters; and his beloved Son ! The humble 
contrite saint who resides near them, they 
regard, not only with indifference but with 
scornv They ridicule the weakness of that 
human intellect which bows with holy 
submission to the assertions of revealed 
truth; and they treat, as the deluded 
victim of fanaticism, the pious disciple 
who dares to confess Christ before men, 
or to testify the solid comfort he finds in 
the religion of Jesus. The oft-refuted 
arguments, or rather sophisms, of ungodly 
men, against the history and doctrines of 
the Gospel they are always ready to pro- 
duce, to stagger the young Christian; or 
to confirm the sceptic in his infidelity, or 
to raise the laugh against Christianity ; 
that most horrible laughter ! more becom- 
ing the inhabitants of the infernal regions 
than man redeemed by the blood of the 
cross. Prosperity to such characters is 
only the instrument of evil, and the right 
hand of iniquity. Wealth is employed 
against the honor of Him who gave it, and 
power is used to oppose the cause and the 
interests of religion. 
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Such a family is exposed, in common 
with others, to the pains and sufferings, 
the losses and bereavements, incident to 
this mortal state. But, alas! they know 
nothing of the supporting and comforting 
influences of Divine grace. When called 
to surrender their friends and relatives to 
the stern demand of death, there is no 
cheering hope of meeting again in a better 
world, no delightful anticipations of hea- 
venly enjoyments and eternal glories. As 
a family they despised God, and as a family 
they shall be lightly esteemed. But haiv light- 
ly esteemed we cannot fully know, till the 
sounding of the trumpet, the resurrection 
of the dead, and the final judgment of 
mankind. At that solemn period how ut-" 
terly contemptible, and how truly worth- 
less will such persons appear I They shall 
see " the righteous man stand in great 
boldness before the face of such as have 
aflflicted him, and made no account of 
his labors. When they see it they shall 
be troubled with terrible fear, and shall 
be amazed at the strangeness of his salva- 
tion, so far beyond all that they looked 
for. And they, repenting and groaning for 
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afiiguish of spirit, shall say within them- 
selves ; this is he whom we had sometimes 
in derision, and a proverb of reproach : we 
f€K>ls accounted his life madness, and his 
end to be without honor. How is he num- 
bered among the children of God, and his 
lot among the saints ! * " 

And now, my brethren, allow me so- 
lemnly to ask you. Are you thus honoring 
God as individuals, and in your families ? 
Whatever be your rank or station, be it 
known unto you, this day, that the subject 
we have been considering is of infinite mo- 
ment to you all. What then are your 
views, what your feelings and conduct in 
this matter ? Have you seen the infinite 
importance of personal and of domestic 
piety ? Alas ! what shall a man be profited if 
he gain the whole world, and lose his oum wui; 
or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soull We stand not here to flatter the rich 
or the great, or men in office and in power, 

* The reader is requested to observe, that this pas- 
sage is taken from the Apocrypha, and not from the 
canonical books of the Sacred Scripture. It occurs ift 
the ififtfa chapter of the Wisdom of Solomon, ver. 1*-^. 
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but to ddiver a message from God. Let 
it not, for a moment, be imagined; that the 
book of life, and the religion it reveals, iare 
only necessary for the children of the poor, 
or their equally ignorant and destitute pa- 
rents. Believe me, my brethren, little as 
some of us may now think of these subjects, 
an hour is fast approaching that will compel 
us to adnciit their infinite and awful import- 
ance for ourselves. In that hour the pomps 
and vanities of this world shall recede 
from our view, and the solemnities and 
realities of the next shall appear before us. 
Ah! could we persuade you to turn your 
thoughts to that period, and to dwell upon 
th^ scenes which shall then be witnessed 
by an assembled world, methinks you 
would be ready, one and all, to exclaim ; 
Ld me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
lad end be like his. 

Thus have we endeavoured to consider 
and enforce the momentous truth contained 
in our text, as it regards Individuals and 
Families. Suffer me now to direct your 
attention to the last particular, which i& to 
notice the bearing of this assertion upon 
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III. Nations. 

The individual character will have a di- 
rect influence on the domestic character^ 
and the domestic on the national. Nations 
that honor God shall be honored of Hiniy and 
such as despise Him shall be lightly esteemed. 
This the history of the world most plainly 
and pointedly declares. It is impossible not 
to perceive its truth in the Scriptural ac- 
count of the rise, the victories, the progress, 
the decline, and the overthrow of the king* 
doms of Judah and Israel. , How remark- 
ably were the words of Moses fulfilled to 
that people ! Ark it shall come to pass, if thou 
shaU hearken diligentl]/ unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God, to observe and to do all his command'' 
ments, which I command thee this day; that the 
Lord thy God will set thee on high above aU na- 
tkms of the earth. And all these blessings shall 
came an thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt 
hearken unto the vdcx of the Lard thy God. 
Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed 
shalt thou be in the field. Jlie Lord shall 
cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to 
he smitten before thy face: they shall come aut 
against thee one way, and flee before thee seven 
ways. And aU people of the earth shall see that 
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royid ciY^^ Jerusalem, at one time the jay of 
the whole earthy having trampled on God^s 
laws was indeed treated by him with marked 
contempt and summary vengeance. Upon 
its walls were written, with the finger of 
the Almighty, and in letters of blood. Them 
that honor me, I will homr; and they tJiat dC" 
spise me sh&ll be lightly esteemed. 

But a more recent instance is at hand, m 
confirmation of the truth declared in the 
text. Look, for a moment, at the curseis 
inflicted on a neighbouring nation, at the 
period of the French Revolution. France 
rejected the counsel of God against herself, 
and desecrated the holy Sabbath ; yea, at^ 
tempted to abolish it. One day in teii 
was appointed instead of one in seven, 
and that day etnployied not in the worship 
of Jesus but of Reason ; in the enjoyment 
not of the peace of God but of sensual gra-^ 
tification ; a communion not of saints but, 
I had almost said, of fiends ; the pictute 
and representation not of heaven, but of 
hell. How do our hearts bleed at the re- 
cital of enormities and wretchedness that 
scarcely admit of a parallel or a name ! 
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Our own happy country outrode the 
stpriii — under the wise guidance of able 
s^iators, and the paternal government of 
a pioulB king, and favoured with that Divine 
blessing without which the wisdom of our 
senate would have been utter foolishness, 
and the troops of our sovereign perfect 
weakness — and escaped the destruction 
prepared for her by her foe. Still, we 
trust, God is with us. True, our late rel- 
VMed monarch, our late beloved father, 
sleeps in his grave and rests in peace. 
But, true also, his son sits upon his throne ; 
and long may he sit ! God save the king ! 
in every sense of the term, but especially 
in the highest and best sense. Be this the 
prayer of every pious and loyal heart. 
hfmg may he live in the hearts a:nd affec- 
tionfif of his people! And, after giving 
satiidactory evidence of a real, a sound, and 
a scriptural conversion ; after ruling over 
us in the fear of God for many, many years 
to come, as the nursing father of the church; 
may he, at some very distant period, be 
received t& everloMing habitations, and be 
counted worthy to stand before the Son of 
man, the King^ of kings, and Lord of lords. 
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But allow me not only to declare my 
feelings as a loyal and devoted subject, 
but also to express my fears as a minister 
of Jesus, as an ambassador of Christ. 
Many indeed have been our advantages, 
but ungrateful have been our returns. 
Ah ! my brethren, have we not reason to 
be alarmed at some of the crying sins of 
this nation ? If, where jmich isgiven rmick mil 
he required; if such only as honor God can 
expect to be honored by Him ; have we 
not abundant reason to tremble under a 
sense of our solemn responsibility as a 
nation, and of our manifold transgressions 
as individuals. 

But to leave the provinces, and to con- 
fine myself to this great Metropolis, And 
I do this the rather as I have the honoT 
this morning of addressing the Right 
Hon. the Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs of 
this ancient and loyal city of London — 
the first city of the first empire in the 
world. I rejoice to see her chief magis- 
trate, and the other officers of her body- 
politic, patronising the dissemination of 
the Scriptures (together with those va- 
rious charities with which this great 
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is blest), and, as we this day witness, 
promoting, by their attendance in this 
sacred place, the education of the children 
of the poor in the principles of our holy 
religion. In these works of .mercy may 
they increase and abound yet more and 
morel May the severe, but necessary, 
duties of the magistracy be softened and 
adorned by the mild and delightful em- 
ployments of Christian philanthropy. 
May private prayer and the reading of the 
Scriptures, in the family and in the closet, 
never be neglected through the press of 
official duties, or the burden of public bu- 
siness. May power and wealth and office 
ever be consecrated to the service of God, 
to the defence of religion against the 
sneers of the profane or the scorner, and 
to the honor of that Saviour who has de- 
clared. Whoever shaU confess me before men^ 
him vnU I corf ess before my Father md the 
holy (mgels^ and before whose awful tribunal 
the rulers and judges of the world must 
themselves tender their solemn account, 
in that day when theju^ment shall be set. 
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when the books shaU be opened, and ^hen the 
dead, smaU and great, shaU stand b/sfin'e God. 
With the realities of that day full in riew, 
may you, my honored brethren^ ^Pply 
yourselves with all diligence to that task 
which has been assigned to you by God 
and by your country. Behold the ap- 
palling scenes which present themselves, 
in this great city and its environs I Be- 
hold the awful profanation of the Sabbath, 
the intemperance and impurity whidi 
abound I May you be enabled, through 
the grace of God, to fulfil the arduous and 
important duties of your office, and re- 
strain, with the strong arm of the law, the 
daring impiety of such as will not be won 
over to rectitude by the mild and gentle 
accents of the Gospel. Thus will every 
friend of real religion and social order 
rejoice to perceive, that our revered ma- 
gistracy do not bear the s^/oord in vain, but are 
the mmsters (f God to us- for good. 

May this city ever maintain a high tone 
of Christian morals, and set a pattern to 
the nation at large, of every thing that is 
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yirtupus and lovely and of good report. 
May this Metropolis honor God, and be 
honored by Him. May her . treasures, 
instead of being hoarded by avarice or 
wsasted: in luxury, be employed to the 
Divine glory, and to the temporal and 
eternal welfare of man. May holiness unto 
the Lord be imprinted on her merchandise 
and displayed in the lives of her citizens. 
May the children of the poor and the des- 
titute be trained up in the fear of God, 
and in the principles of Christianity, and 
thus best guarded against the temptations 
which may assail them in future life, and 
prepared to discharge their several duties 
to their parents, to their superiors, to their 
sovereign, and to each other. Nor do I 
know of any means by which these im- 
portant ends can be promoted and se- . 
cured, unconnected with the doctrines of 
Scripture and the religion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. For, if pious admonition be • 
neglected, and the opinions of men be 
taught to the exclusion of the mysteries 
of redemption, we may train up atheists 
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and demagogues, but we shall never see 
them good subjects or real Christians. To 
your liberality, then, I venture to make 
my appeal, on behalf of these poor chil- 
dren, in the humble hope that you will 
not allow it to be made in vain. 
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LUKE Vll. 60. 

And he said unto the woman, Thy faith hath saved 

thee; go in peace. 

To the proud mind of man, there are few 
things in the Divine government which ap- 
pear more strange and inconsistent, than 
the mercy shewn to some of the most 
wretched, the most profligate, and the 
most abandoned. He who never felt him- 
self a sinner, who never knew the bitter- 
ness of his own heart, who never disco- 
vered his own vileness and utter depravity, 
who never fled to Christ for refuge ancl 
salvation, is unprepared to derive any in- 
struction from the affecting narrative con- 
nected with our text. Grace abounding to 
the chief of sinners, and that, not through 
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any goodness of their own, but as an act 
of free and boundless mercy ; this is a 
doctrine which the natural man cannot, 
will not, receive ; a doctrine which he will 
rather deride, as the phantom of enthusiasm, 
and as utterly subversive of decorum and of 
morality. Alas ! how greatly do such men 
err^ not knomng the Scriptures , nor the power 
or the grace of God ! How unlike is such 
a spirit and temper to that displayed by 
our blessed Lord on the occasion we are 
now to consider ! — In order the better to 
understand the subject, let us attentively 
notice the simple and affecting history as 
related in the immediate context. 

And one of the Pharisees desired him that 
he would jeat with him ; and he went into the 
Pharisee's home^ and sat dofom to meat. Andy 
beholdy a woman in the city, which was a sinner ^ 
when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the 
Pharisees hou^Cy brought an alabaster boa^ of 
ointment; and stood at his feet behind him weepings 
(md began towash his feet tvith tears y and did wi^ 
them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his 
feety and anointed them with the ointment. NoWy 
when the Pharisee which had bidden him^ mo 
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it^ he spake witJun himself^ sayings This man^ if 
he were a prophet ^ would have known who and 
uAat manner of woman this is that toucheth 
him J for she is a sinner. And Jesus, answer- 
ing, said unto him, &mm^ I have somewhat to 
say unto thee^ and he saith, Master, say on. 
There was a certain creditor which had two 
debtors ; the one owed five hundred pence^ and the 
other fifty ; and when they had nothing to pay 
he frankly forgave them both. Tell me, there- 
fore, which of them will love him most ? Simon 
answered and said, I suppose that he to whom 
he forgave most. And he said unto him, Tfiou 
hast rightly judged. And he itemed to the woman, 
and said unto &mon, Seest thou this woman! 
I entered into thine house : thou gavest me no 
water for my feet; but she hath washed my 
fiet- with tears, and wiped them with the hairs 
of her head: thou gavest me no kiss; but this 
iooman, since the time I came in, hath not ceased 
to^kiss my feet : mine head with oil thou didst not 
(mmnt ; but this woman hath anointed my feet 
with mntment. Wherefore, I say unto thee, 
her sins tlbhich are many are forgiven ; for she 
loved much. But to whom little is forgiven 
the same laveth little. And he said unto her, 

£ 3 



78 Christ's words of mercy 

Thy sins are forgiven. And they that sat at 
meat with him began to say within themselves ^ 
Who is this that forgiveth sins also? And he 
said to the woman. Thy faith hath saved thee; 
go in peace. 

In considering the subject before us, 
suffer me to call your attention to a few 
particulars respecting the Woman, the 
Pharisee, and the Saviour. 

I. The woman. 

The expression, a woman that was a 
sinner, but too plainly denotes what kind 
of character she was of whom it is used. 
The first thing then that strikes us, as re- 
corded of her, is 

1 . Her former abandoned life. She he- 
longed to that awful class of persons, who, 
hot content with doing evil themselves, 
use that influence, which nature gave their 
sex for a better purpose, to allure to the 
commission of crime the unthinking and 
the unwary. Probably she had fallen a 
victim to the false promises and base de- 
signs,- of some pretended admirer and pro- 
fessed friend. It is possible she might 
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have broken the hearts of her parents^ by 
her cpatempt of their authority, and her 
departure from under their roof to the 
abodes of blackness and darkness; — not 
indeed y&r ever, for it pleased God to pre- 
vent that, — but yet blackness and dark- 
ness it was, as to every thing that is moral, 
excellent, and amiable. 

Im this state we are not informed how long 
she continued, or how many victims she 
allured and destroyed. The description of 
her former conduct is exceedingly brief, 
while that of her penitence and her pardon 
i& much more explicit ; to teach us, pos- 
sibly, that when Divine Mercy and Sove- 
reign Grace have pardoned the weeping 
peniteiQt, ' the recording angel is to erase 
from his volume the awful detail of former 
crime, and only to suffer so much to stand 
in evidence, as may serve to heighten the 
ieeling of gratitude to the compassionate 
Saviour, who has caused that difference, 
now so apparent to all. Thus, the Apostle 
Patil, when reminding the Corinthian con- 
verts of their former state, after the enu- 
meration of some most awful crimes, he 
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says — And such were smne of you ; adding, 
however, immediately, but ye are washed^ 
hit ye ure sanctified^ but ye are justified, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the S^fnrit of 
our God. So, in the passage before us, the 
sacred historian mentions this person as a 
woman that was a sinner, but he directly 
proceeds to inform us of her change of 
heart and life. This leads me to notice 

2. Her attendance on the ndnistry of Chri$t. 
We are not, indeed, distinctly told of her 
previous attendance upon the discourses of 
Christ ; yet we may conclude this to have 
been the case from the following circum- 
stances. Had she not become a changed 
character she would not have dared to 
enter the house of a Pharisee ; which sect, 
as to outward sanctity, was unimpeacha^ 
ble. Nor, had she been still in her former 
state, would she hay chad any wish to lis- 
ten to the words of Jesus, or to have made 
him so costly an offering as this perfume. 
We may therefore, I conceive, very na- 
turally conclude, that this poor outcast had 
mingled, on some former occasion, with the 
multitudes who crowded to listen to the 
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words of mercy and grace, which fell from 
the lips of our great Redeemer. Probably 
she went attired in the garb of her wanton 
profession to entrap and ensnare the un- 
wary, even when from curiosity listening 
to the words of Christ. It is possible she 
might haViB heard him repeat those conso- 
latory words ; Tfie Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which is lost. I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 
But, whatever were the words he used, an 
abiding effect was produced upon her 
mind. She retired home, no doubt, with 
a heart penetrated with a sense of guilt, 
and shame, and remorse ; yet somewhat 
encouraged to indulge a faint glimmering 
of hope, from the address of Jesus to the 
perishing multitude. 

Ah ! my brethren, conceive you of %this 
woman that she is unworthy of your no- 
tice? Suffer me then to tell you, that 
thus^^of^ must hear the word of Christ, 
and that if you have never been driven by 
that word to your closets, and to your 
knees, to ask for mercy and grace as un- 
holy, and unworthy, and undone, you have 
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yet to take the very first step in the way 
to the kingdom of God- Oh ! take heed, 
lest it be said to any of you, as it was to 
some in the days of our Lord ; The pubU- 
cans and harlots enter into the kingdom of God 
before you. But notice thirdly, 

3. Her personal application to the Saviour. 
He was in the house of a Pharisee, and 
she must have known that she might pk)s- 
sibly be rebuked, yea expelled with indig- 
nation, if she ventured to enter such a 
dwelling. It was also at a dinner^ or feast, 
and she could not be ignorant, that weep- 
ing and mourning would be generally very 
disagreeable to the guests, on such an oc- 
casion. Nor could she be uninformed of 
the pure and holy character of the imma- 
culate Redeemer, so that she might hatu- 
rially have feared a repulse rather than any 
word of pity and mercy. But, notwith- 
standing all these considerations, she de- 
termines to enter into the presence, and 
implore the compassion, of Christ; and she 
ventures in, though probably with a trem- 
bling step, and with a trembling heart. 

To dilate, at any length, on the' touching 
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and most affecting particulars of this ap- 
plication, so beautifully recorded by the 
Evangelist, would be to take off from the 
effect produced by the simple narrative 
itself. A few particulars must, however, 
be noticed. Prominent among the other 
graces displayed on this occasion was the 
humility of this poor woman. She stood at 
his feet behind him, as if sensible of her unwor- 
thiness to look upon the face of Incarnate 
Deity. Our blessed Lord was, probably, 
reclining in the posture most common in 
Oriental countries during the principal 
meal, which was a late dinner, or rather an 
early supper. At his feet, thus placed be- 
hind him, stood this weeping Magdalen. 
Her penitence and her tears must not, 
therefore, pass unnoticed. She began to wash 
his feci, his sandals being off, and to wipe 
them with the hairs of her head. 

A pious prelate of our church has thus 
beautifully touched upon this interesting 
passage: — "The woman is come in, and 
now she doth not boldly face Christ ; but, 
as unworthy of his presence, she stands 
behind. How could she in that site wash 
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his feet with her tears ? Was it that our 
Saviour did not sit at the feast after our 
fashion, but, according to the then Jewish 
or Roman fashion, lie on the one side ? — 
Doubtless, it was bashfulness and shame 
arising from the consciousness of her for- 
mer wickedness, that placed her thus. 
How well is the case altered ! She had 
wont to look boldly in the face of her lovers ; 
now she dares not behold the awful coim^ 
tenance of her Saviour. She had wont to 
send her alluring beams forth into the eyes, 
of her paramours ; now she casts her de* 
jected eyes to the earth, and dares not so 
much as to raise them up to see those eyes, 
from which she derived commiseration. 
This woman can now blush. Sbe hath 
put off the harlot and turned true penitent. 
O God ! could we but bethink how wretch- 
ed we are in nature, how vile through our 
sins, how glorious, holy, and powerful a God 
thou art, before whom th^ brightest angels 
hide their faces, we could not come but with 
a trembling awfulness into thy presence." 

I shall give but one extract more from 
this excellent Bishop's observations on 
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this narrative. '^ That this service might 
be complete, as her eyes were the ewer, so 
her hair was the towel for the feet of Christ. 
Doubtless, at a feast there was no want of 
the most curious linen for this purpose. 
All this was nothing to ber : to approve 
her sincere humility and hearty devotion 
to Christ, her hair shall be put to this glo- 
rious office. The hair is the chief orna- 
ment of womanhood . . . and, lo, this 
penitent bestows tbe chief ornament of her 
head on the meanest office to the feet of 
her Saviour." 

The last particular with regard to this 
woman remains to be considered. 

4 . The hof^ result of her believing application ; 
viz. her. assurance of pardon and peace. 
Wlitrefore I say unto thee, her sinSy which are 
mmnf, are fcrgmen — And again in the text, 
thy faith hath saved thee ; go in peace. She had 

• 

honored the grace and mercy of t^e Sa- 
viour by believing that they were sufficient 
even to pardon her amazing guilt, and to 
cleanse her polluted heart. Her own un- 
worthiness might, naturally enough, have 
deterred her from applying to Christ. But, 
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convinced of his ability and willingness to 
save unto the uttermost aU that come unto him, 
she makes the desperate effort, and returns 
liome with the comfortable assurance that 
her sins were forgiven her ; an assurance 
far more valuable to her, and to us all, than 
the possession of ten thousand worlds. 

But here suffer me, my brethren, to in- 
quire ; Is it only sinners of her description 
that need forgiveness of God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ? Is it only the profane, 
the abandoned, and the sensual, that need 
pardoning mercy ? Alas ! must we not con- 
fess we all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God y that we all deserve his wrath, 
and banishment from his presence? Ah! be- 
lieve me, we must all come in this way of 
humiliation, of faith, and of penitence, if 
ever we would enter the kingdom of heaven. 
It is not enough to acknowledge our sins 
with our lips ; we must bewail them in our 
hearts. How little is there of this feeling of 
guilt and misery ; how little weeping and 
jnourning before God ! How light are our 
views of the evil of transgression, and of 
the love of a Saviour ! And, consequently, 
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how little do we feel in the public or pri- 
vate services of religion, or even when 
approaching the sacred altar to comme- 
morate the dying love of our Redeemer ! 
Rest assured, then, that deep views of the 
exceeding smfulntss of miy and exalted views 
of the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, are necessary in order to your enjoy- 
ing the peace, and experiencing the salva- 
tion thus freely bestowed on this poor pe- 
nitent. But it is time that we proceed to 
notice, though but briefly, 

II. The PHARISEE. 

He seems to have held in low estima- 
tion, the character, person, and grace of 
our Lord and Mjister.— At first, he merely 
invited him as being a prophet ; and when 
he beheld the poor woman at his feet he 
spake witiun himself sayings This man^ if he 
were a prophet, would have known who and what 
manner of woman this is that toucheth him, for 
she is a sinner. This our Saviour knew as 
well as the Pharisee. But, remembering 
that he came not to call the righteous but sin- 
ners to reperdance ; and willing to magnify 
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his own grace in the salvation of one of the 
outcasts of society ; he reasons with the 
Pharisee, letting him know that thse 
thoughts of his heart were open to his in- 
spection, and then affirms that what his 
Omniscience knew, his Mercy had pardon- 
ed : Her sins which are many areforgii>€n her. 

To this doctrine of Christ's power to 
forgive sins, the Pharisee and his visitors 
were strangers. And they that sat at meat 
began to say within themselves ^ Who is this thM 
forgiveth sins cilso ? Who is it ? It is Jesus 
the Son of the Most High, '' God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very God," — 
Jesus the Great I AM, incarnate indeed in 
human flesh, but God over all blessed for ever 
— Jesus in whom dwelt all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily ^ but, at the same time, Jesus 
the friend of publicans and sinners. Jesus the 
Resurrection and the Life, in w/iom whosoever be^ 
Ueveth shall live though he die : and whosoever, be 
it the thief upon the cross or this poor out- 
cast, whosoever liveth and beUeveth in him shaU 
never die. 

Allow me to inquire of every individual 
now present, Believest thou this ? Hast thm, 
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under the influence of such a faith, made 
thy application to the Son of God ? Or 
dost tiiou rely on thy former good deeds or 
thine imperfect obedience to make thy 
peace with Heaven? despising this humi- 
liating method of salvation, and those who 
axe thus seeking mercy ? Then, be it known 
unto thee, whatever be thy rank, or station, 
or accomplishments, thou art far from the 
kingdom of God. Nor canst thou expect 
pardon at the hands of thy Maker, till thou 
come and seek it in the spirit and temper 
of this poor penitent. Till then, thou may- 
est» with the Pharisee, call in question the 
power and grace of Jesus ; but only make 
the Implication, and thou shalt find it to be, 
indeed^ true that the Son of man Juxth power 
on earth tofor^vt sms. 

Let us now direct your attention to the 
most interesting character brought before 
ns in this narrative. It is no less a person- 
age than 

III. The Saviour. 

With what feelings may we suppose the 
Divine Redeemer to have contemplated 
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the passing scene. At his feet was a poor 
profligate woman^ who had been convinced 
of her sin and led to mourn over it, hot by 
the terrors of the Law, but by the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. No doubt, our Lord 
looked forward with delightful anticipation, 
to the time when that Gospel should be 
extensively proclaimed to a lost world. 
When sinners, of every class and of every 
nation, should return from beholding hid 
Cross and hearing of his love, with a 
far greater abhorrence of themselves and 
their sins, than could possibly have beSn 
produced in them by any other means: 
and which should lead them to a far more 
holy and excellent life, than the highest 
wisdom of man could have taught, or the 
purest morality of the schools could have 
effectually secured. 

I cannot, however, refrain from conceiv- 
ing it highly probable, that our Saviour 
would also, at this time, be looking forward 
to the number of poor outcasts, who, like 
this woman, should be converted froxn the 
paths of wantonness and profligacy, and led 
to seek pardon and peace in Him. Andp 
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Oh! who can tell the amount of such 
cases? Who shall attempt to calculate 
how many of these poor creatures have 
been converted to the faith of Christ, and 
to holiness of life, by the preaching of the 
Cross both in ancient and modem times, 
and who have died happy in the love of 
God and the hope of heaven. Yes! He 
who said, on this occasion. Thy faith hath 
saved thee, go in peace, has repeated the same 
gracious declaration, times without num- 
ber, to the penitent, believing daughters 
of misfortune. He has accepted the hum- 
ble offering of gratitude that such charac- 
ters have brought ; and condescended to 
admit such pardoned Magdalens into his 
kingdom above; where they now sing. 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and hath 
redeemed even us to God by his blood! 

But, alas ! my brethren, there is an a^- 
ful counterpart to such statements as these. 
If some have been rescued from the prac- 
tice of sin, and from the verge of perdition ; 
say, oh say. How many have died as they 
lived, without God, without Christ, and tvithout 
hope in the world! How many have de- 
scended into the regions of darkness and 
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of woe, concerning whom it is now for ever 
too late to think of conveying to them the 
glad soand of mercy ! How many within 
the , last year I How many within the 
last month! How many within the last 
week, or even within the last hour ! 

Turn not away from the painful subjeet. 
Refuse not to let me take you by the hand, 
and lead you to the garret or the cellar 
where some poor departing prostitute is 
breathing but her last groan, even at this 
very moment. See her poor frame, shat- 
tered by disease and crime, about soon to 
be a breathless corpse ! Her soul is }tist 
going to stand befarethejtu^ment'Seat of Christ. 
Oh, ye libertines of the day, what a sight il^ 
this for you ! And is this the end of cJl 
her sinful mirth and carnal pleasure? Is 
this the allurer and seducer of men (her- 
self, by man, first allured and seduced). 
Yes J this is she who remembered not her latter 
end: therefore^ came she damn suddenly. '■' 

But have I here before God a hardened 
hbart who would say, " Let the poor 
wretch die in pain, and wake in endless 
woe. We wish not to have our minds dis- 
tressed by these recitals of sorrow and 
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misery ?" Such indifference is not unfre- 
quently shewn by those very men whose 
consciences tell them they have been acces- 
sary to the guilt and ruin of those poor crea- 
tures, for whose present and eternal welfare 
I stand before you as an advocate this day. 
But suffer me to address such men, whether 
young or old, in the language of Scripture ; . 
Knowthatfor aU these things God shaU bring thee 
into judgment. ^ The day is fast approaching 
which shall bring to the light, and publish to 
the world, all thy secret crimes. Ah ! what 
discoveries will that day make of the sins 
which now are concealed, and, perhaps, 
forgotten ; but which then, if unrepented 
ofy and unpardoned, shall be remembered 
and punished. We pray you, therefore, 
be not deceived: God is not mocked: whatsoever a 
man soweth that shall he also reap; they that saw 
unto the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption. 
Such is the declaration of Him who hai§ 
said. Heaven and earth shall pass away^ but my 
word shaU not pass away. 

It shall now be my endeavour to bring 
before you some few official documents 
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connected with the institution whose cause 
I have to plead. The first is an extract 
from one of the Reports of the London 
Female Penitentiary. — Within the last 
year two have died in the house ; one of 
whom was a poor orphan, of the age ofjf/'- 
tem only, having the appearance of a mere 
child!! This poor young creature had 
fallen a victim to the villany of her own 
guardian ! Thus he who should have been 
her protector became her betrayer. Ano- 
ther who had been an inmate in the house, 
but changed her residence to the hospital 
where she died, left indubitable testimony 
of the happy state of her mind. She had 
been seriously impressed before ; and the 
good instructions she had received were 
confirmed in your Asylum : and her depar- 
ture was so happy and peaceful as to have 
excited the particular notice of several of 
the attendants in the hospital. 

It may be pleasing to you to be inform- 
ed, that instances are not wanting of those 
who, although in circumstances of compa- 
rative ease, as to outward comfort, yet 
from the pangs of conscience have been in- 
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duced to abandon their sins^ and to with- 
draw from their associates in iniquity. 
** In adverting to the various causes," says 
one of the Reports, " which have contri- 
buted to the ruin of those who have been 
received into the Asylum in the last year, 
the most prominent seem to have been the 
formation of an acquaintance with wicked 
young women, by which the servant has 
been induced to abandon her place — the 
being betrayed by the false promises of 
the other sex ; and, in three cases, the harsh 
treatment of parents. In one instance, a 
poor girl was betrayed by her own sister, 
and in another (awful to relate), a child of 
thirteen years of age was led into the paths 
of iniquity by her own wicked mother ! ! ! " 

One more case, and that a recent one, 
which will strikingly shew the beneficial 
effects of this Society's efforts, and I shall 
draw toward a conclusion. 

** A young person of respectable parents 
was induced to carry on a correspondence 
with a gentleman, without the knowledge 
of her friends; and received repeatedly, 
without suspicion of guilt, and with much 
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youthful delight, the assurances of his sin- 
cere affection. After this had continued 
for some time, he made proposals of a se- 
cret marriage at a distant town, and she, 
confiding in his integrity, consented. Hav- 
ing thus committed herself to his power, 
she became the victim of his perfidy, and 
was in a short time left destitute, helpless, 
and degraded. In this state of utmost 
misery, she determined on self- destruction J 
when, just as she was about to put het 
awful purpose into execution, she was ob- 
served by an excellent individual, who in- 
quired the cause of her woe, and by his 
sympathy and kindness relieved, in some 
measure, her agitated mind. He obtained 
for her a temporary abode, and wrote to 
a friend in London to procure her admis- 
sion into the London Female Penitentiary. 
While in this institution her conduct gave 
great satisfaction. Under the ministry of 
God's holy word she became truly peni- 
tent. She was led to behold the Lamb of 
God, and is now placed in a suitable and 
comfortable situation ; where she not only 
gives satisfaction to her employers, but is 
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both respected and esteemed by those 
around her." 

I shall, not trespass further upon your 
attention, but shall conclude by com- 
mending this cause to your kind pecuniary 
regard, and constant remembrance before 
the Throne of Mercy. Give liberally, pray 
fisxvently, act promptly, in this work of' 
/aUAf and patience of hope, aiki labor of love. 
And, l^ough but little fruit may appear in 
this world, in the next you shall see that 
your labor has not been in vain in the Lord. 
Soon must we all give an account of our stew- 
iff^b/t^ before our God. In that solemn 
moment, it may, it will grieve you, to look 
back at the sums of money spent upon 
the service of the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. But it can never cause you pain to 
remember, that, on other occasions, and on 
the present, you willingly laid your oflFer- 
ing upon the altar of the cross, that poor 
outcasts and wretched women might be 
rescued from their guilt and misery, and 
taught to adore redeeming grace, first 
here on earth, and finally in glory. 

But I cannot forbear from again advert- 
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ing to the words of our Saviour* Take heed, 
oh, take heed, \tst publicans arid harlots enter 
into the kingdom of God before you ! Culti- 
vate a spirit of piety in your own hearts, 
and in your families ; and train up your 
children in the good and right way. But 
while laboring for their benefit, and set- 
ting them a good example, do not forget 
the daughters of misfortune and wretched- 
ness; but stretch them out a helping hand. 
And thus, may one poor outcast after ano- 
ther be converted to the faith of Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; to whom, with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and 
glory, world without end. Amen. 
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MISTAKES CORRECTED, 

AND 

LIBERALITY INCULCATED 



ISAIAH XXXll. 6 — 8. 

The vile person shall no more he called, liberal^ 
nor the churl said to be bountiful. For the 
vile person will speak villany, and his heart 
mil work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, and 
to utter error against the Lord, to make empty 
the soul of the hungry : and he will cause the 
drink of the thirsty tofaiU The instruments 
also of the churl are evil: he deviseth wicked 
devices to destroy the poor with lying words 
even when the needy speaketh right. But the 
liberal deviseth liberal things ; and by liberal 
things shall he stand: 

It ihust be evident^ to all persons paying 
the least attention to the subject, that we 
live in a day of peculiar and almotst un- 
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paralleled exertion, both in the intellectual 
and moral world. The various disco- 
veries and improvements in the arts, 
the general extension of education, the in- 
creased and increasing circulation of God's 
holy Word, combined with the strenuous 
eflForts of the Christian Church, for the con- 
version of Pagan and Mohammedan nations 
abroad, and for the instruction of the poor 
at home; — these various points, together 
with a thousand others that might be men- 
tioned, seem to present a picture which 
the philosopher, the patriot, and the Chris- 
tian may behold with equal advantage and 
delight. And, would to God, that there 
were nothing to lessen those advantages, 
or to diminish that delight ! I am aware 
that I touch a tender point ; but it is one 
that must be adverted to. It were easy to 
flatter individuals, or societies ; to speak 
only smooth things, to prophesy deceits; to 
make the heart of the righteous sad ; and to 
strengthen the hands of the wicked, that he 
should not return from his evil way. This 
would be to secure the friendship of the 
gay, the sensual, and the worldly. But 
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what saith the Lord ? Say ye to the righ- 
teotiSy that it shall be well with him, for they 
shall eat of the fruit of their doings ; but 
say ye to the wicked^ it shall be ill with him, 
for the reward of their hands shall be given 
them. 

You mark, my brethren, the boldness 
with which the character and blessedness 
of the righteous, and the character and 
doom of the wicked, are pronounced. So 
in the passage connected with my text, 
we find the prophet of the Lord distin- 
guishing between different descriptions 
of persons. The vile person shallno more be 
called liberal-, nor the churl said to be bounti- 
ful : for the vile person will speak villany ; 
and his heart will work iniquity, to practise 
hypocrisy, and to utter error against the 
Lord ; to make empty the soul of the hungry ; 
and he will cause the drink of the thirsty to 
fail. The instruments also of the churl are 
evil : he deviseth wicked devices to destroy the 
poor with lying words, even when the needy 
speaketh right. But the liberal deviseth 
liberal things, and by liberal things shall he 
stand. 

F4 
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In discoursing upon these words, I shall 
endeavour, through Divine grace, 

I. To EXHIBIT THE STATEMENTS THEY 
CONTAIN. 

II. To ENFORCE THE LIBERALITY THEY 
INCULCATE. 

And may He who alone can *^ put into 
your hearts good desires," and enable you 
to " bring the same to good eflfect," with- 
out whose grace we are insufficient to 
speak a good word, or to think a good 
thought ; may He condescend to visit and 
bless us, to our present and endless com-* 
fort, and to the glory of his most holy 
Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

In reference to the words of our text, 
I am 

I. To EXHIBIT THE STATEMENTS THEY 
CONTAIN. 

The first thing in this passage, which 
appears to deserve our particular atten* 
tion, is 

1. The practice here described and corukmned. 

The vik person shall no longer be eaUed 
liberal, nor the churl said to be bouMiftd^-^ 
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\, evidently, implies that improper 
names had been attached to certain cha- 
racters. At first sight, this may, perhaps, 
appear a matter of small moment, and of 
trifling importance. Such a view, how- 
ever, of the subject can only arise from 
negligence and inattention to its nature 
and consequences. Without any fear of 
contradiction, we may venture to affirm, 
that more harm has been done, in the moral 
world, by men giving good names to bad 
things, and bad names to good things, than 
will ever be fully known till the great day 
of eternity. So great is the evil in the 
sight of the Lord, that we find this pro- 
phet denouncing a solemn woe upon those 
who are guilty of it ; and the language is 
so plain that one would suppose none 
could read the words, without perceiving 
the importance of the subject which now 
occupies our attention. Woe unto them 
that call evil goody and good evil; that put 
darkness for lights and light for darkness; 
that put bitter for sweety and sweet for bitt^. . . . 
Which justify the wicked for reward, and take 
away the righteousness of the righteous from him . 

F 6 
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■ To persuade men to the adoption of these 
erroneous and destructive sentiments, in 
defiance of reason, of conscience, and of 
Scripture, has ever been the great effort of 
him, who is a liar from the beginning. Nor can 
any reasonable doubt be entertained, that 
many who have lived and died in the rejec- 
tion of the light of the glorious Gospel of 
Christ, and who are now everlastingly un- 
done, received their first hostile impressions 
against real and vital godliness, through the 
misrepresentations and lies of such scoffers ; 
who spake against those things which they un- 
derstoodnot, contradicting and blaspheming; who 
dared to call evil good, and good evil. 

This misnaming of men and things, in 
the common concerns of life, would be 
productive of too much inconvenience and 
perplexity to be tolerated for a single day. 
What difficulties would be occasioned, for 
instance, if iron were called wood, or wood 
iron ; if brass were called gold, or gold 
brass ; fire called water, or water called 
fire 1 No word would, at length, have a cer- 
tain or precise meaning, but language 
would be reduced to sound without sense. 
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If, then, it be admitted that this practice 
would be in the highest degree inconve- 
nient, if introduced into common life and 
mercantile transactions, let me have your 
attention, while I endeavour to exhibit to 
you this very thing operating as one grand 
means employed by Satan for the de- 
struction of the souls of men. Let me 
give a case in illustration of these re- 
marks. 

A man, hitherto careless and uncon- 
cerned about his everlasting welfare, at- 
tending upon the ministry of God's holy 
Word, becomes seriously impressed. A 
desire is excited in hiis breast after the 
consolations of religion, and he inquires, 
Tl^at must I do to be saved? The prince of 
darkness sees that he is, probably, about 
to lose his prey, and nothing will here be 
so likely to retain the captive in his pos- 
session as misnaming men and things. Nor 
will he want his ready agents to accom- 
plish this work,— persons who shall thus ex- 
hort the trembling half-awakened sinner ; 
** Friend, be cheerful; Raise your droop- 
ing spirits : be not thus cast down. The 
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minister who taught you these new doc* 
trines is an enthusiast, an enemy to the 
Church and to the State; no friend to 
cheerfukiess, or, indeed, to mankind ; bnt 
the promoter of disorder and misery. The 
sentiments you have embraced are dan- 
gerous, they will lead you to be too precise, 
to spend too much time alone, instead of 
enjoying good society, will cause you to 
lead a mopish and a miserable life, and, in 
the end, perhaps, may disorder your intel- 
lects, as well as ruin your family." 

It is in vain for the person thus ad* 
dressed, to reply, that his former sins are 
enough to cast him down; that nothing 
can raise his spirits but the favor and grace 
of God in Christ Jesus ; that the minttster . 
who taught him thus, was only doing his 
duty, and, like a spiritual watchnum, giving 
him taaming from God; that, so far from 
being opposed to Church or King, he labors 
earnestly to uphold the one, exhorts all 
men to honor the other, and prays ardently 
for both ; that his aim is to benefit nominal 
Christians at home, and to send the Gospel 
to heathens abroad, and to promote peace 
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and 'harmony, and love, throughout the 
world. It is in vain for the awakened 
sinner to say this of the faithful ministers of 
Christ ; for the persons who thus object to 
their doctrine and labors are determined 
to believe nothing of them but what is bad, 
and to say all manner of evil against them, 
though, thank God, it is falsely ^ and for 
Christ's sake. It is also useless for him to 
defend the sentiments he has embraced, by 
declaring that they are contained in the 
pure Word of God, and in the authorised 
writings of the Church; that they were 
taught by the Apostles, confessors, and 
saints of the primitive Church, and formed 
the theme, the delight, and the glory of the 
martyrs of the Reformation ; that, so far 
from being dangerous, or leading to a se- 
vere and morose temper, they discover the 
only antidote to man's sorrows and dangers, 
and the best means of making the worst 
dispositions kind, happy, contented, and 
pleasing ; that, instead of being injurious 
to a man's intellectual powers or his do-^ 
medtic circle, they« in reality, strengthen 
mind and confer a thousand tender cha- 
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rities and nameless blessings on his family. 
In short, that these Scriptural sentiments 
lead those who receive them, to Honor all 
men, to love the brotherhood, to fear God, ami 
to honor the king. 

But it may naturally be inquired, if mat- 
ters the most important and the most sa- 
cred are liable to be thus miscalled and mis- 
named, how are we to judge of the real 
characters of ourselves and others ? We 
answer. Bring all to the unerring and only 
perfect test of God's holy Word. Think- 
ing, as you well know, not meanly of our 
admirable form of sound words, and of our 
incomparable Liturgy and Articles, still 
must we ever refer you to the pure fountain 
of Inspiration , as the grand source of Chris- 
tian truth, the best directory of Christian 
practice, and the only test of Christian 
doctrine. Nor let it be forgotten, that that 
Word makes continual appeal to the second 
coming of our Lord, as the final Judge of 
quick and dead. Then, indeed, shall the 
vile person no more be called Uba-al, n&r the 
^H (Jiurl said to be bomdi/ul. Then shall ye return i 
^^fe anddiscemb^uxen the righteous and the wicked, I 



AND LIBERALITY INCULCATED. Ill 

between km that serveth God and him tliat 

serveth him not. 

And now, my brethren, that none of you 

may have first to learn your real state, 

when the acquisition of that knowledge 

will be for ever too late, let me direct your 

attention to a second point connected with 

the statements contained in the text, viz. 

2. The sinner's real character detected and 
espased. . 

The vile person will speak villauy, and his 
heart will, work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy 
and to utter error against the Lord, to make 
empty the soul of the hur^ry; and he will cause 
the drink of the thirsty to fail. Here, you 
may perceive that the Word of truth speaks 
boldly and plainly ; and you must, there- 
fore, forgive the ministers of that Word if 
they speak plainly and boldly also. May 
it ever be a plainness such as the meanest 
capacity may comprehend ! May it ever 
be a boldness combined with cordial affec- 
tion, and springing from a vehement desire 
after your eternal welfare I 

In detecting and exposing the sinner's 
real character, we perceive the prophet 
notices 
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His unkohf conoeriatwn : The vik person 
will speak villany. Not that he will be 
without occasioBal restraints from his cir- 
cumstances and associates. But/ behold 
bim unfettered^ and surrounded with com- 
panions after his own mind, to - whom he 
can, without <fear, declare all that is in his 
heart : there do^s he speak villany ; there 
does he give vent to the sinful feelings of 
**envy, hatred, malice, and all uncharita- 
bleness}" there does he speak against 
the ways and the people of God. Angels 
might weep at such conversation; and he 
himself would blush, if what he had ut- 
tered in secret, were written in legible cha** 
racters on his forehead. Let '■ such men 
rem^ember the wpfds of Enoch, as quoted 
in the Epistle of St. Jude: The Lord 
eometh with ten thousand of his saints ; to 
execute judgment upon all, and to convince all 
that are ungodly among them of all their un- 
godly deeds which they have ungodly commit* 
ted, and of all the hard speeches which ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him. 

But you mark, my brethren, the text 
not only mentions the unholy conversa- 
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tion of the sinner, but also describes the 
latent cause, of all the evil, viz. 

His depraved heart — His heart will work 
iniquitff. Here lies the mainspring of all 
his sinfal words and actions. And hence 
it will be found, that, for the amendment of 
ourselveft or others, all endeavours which 
are not directed to the renewal of the heart 
will prove ihefiectual. In order, however, 
to our welcoming the remedy, it is neces- 
sary that we be acquainted with the 
disetoe. Let us therefore duly consider, 
that the heart of man is deceitful above all 
tfnngs, and desperately wicked. 

But I may possibly, this day, be address- 
ing a class of persons, who have embraced 
the destructive opinion, that, provided 
their conduct be upright, and their man- 
ners amiable, what their hearts are cannot 
be a matter of very essential importance. 
Such persons are perpetually exclaiming, 
^* It surely matters little what our creed 
is : a good life is every thing.'' And who 
are they that thus boast of a good life? 
Who ? Frequently, those whose conduct 
is of the very worst description ! So that. 
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verily, if a good life for a single week 
could save them, they have it not to offer 
before God. This they caa testify, who 
know such characters the best, who see 
them undisguised and without restraint. 
Believe me, brethren, the holioess of un- 
converted men, is, like their friendship, no 
better than a sepulchre. It is hollow and 
deceitful. The outside may be adonied 
and beautified ; but within it is full of dead 
men's bones, and all uncleanness. Nor can 
we wonder that that heart should be faith- 
less to men, which is at enmity with God; 
for the Scripture declares that the carnal 
mind u not suited to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. And the striking inference 
deserves the serious attention of us all ; 
So then, they that are in thejlexh, i. e. in an 
unconverted state, cannot please God, 

The remaining points, connected with 
this passage, are, The sinner's abomitable 
kjffocnnf; his destructive errors; and Ids 
offrtsme cmdlfy. On these several topics 
time «U1 not alknr me to enlaro^. Per- 
mit me, bowevN, to observe, 
ue thoDstnds of p 




AND LIBERALITY INCULCATED. 116 

people with h3rpocri8y/ who are yet the 
greatest hypocrites themselves ! They ad- 
mit, indeed, that they are not perfect, and 
that they are, occasionally, guilty of some 
-things, which they cannot attempt to 
justify. But they thank God that they 
aare no hypocrites. If the term cannot be 
applied to them, to whom, I would ask, 
can it be applied ? What is it to confess 
gins that they never repented of, or re- 
nounced ; which, in fact, they do not in- 
tend, at present, to forsake ? It is hypo- 
crisy. What is it to call themselves 
Christians, and to boast of their attach- 
ment to our Protestant Church, when they 
are at enmity with Christ, and, from their 
inmost souls, dislike the humbling doc- 
trines of his Cross; when they despise 
the Scriptural statements and the self- 
denying labors of those men, who, although 
in a very humble measure and with very 
imequal steps, are yet desirous of emu- 
lating the spirit of the blessed martyrs of 
^Ute Reformation? Does not such real 
ipt for inward religion, combined 
attachment to its outward 
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forms, discover their dreadful hypocrisy ? 
Such G6d accounts it; and such they 
themselves will perceive it to have been, 
when the light of eternity shall again 
shine upon the ccMicems of tune, and shdU 
make manifest the secrets efihe hearts. 

. But»^ not content to perish alorte, such 
persons carry numbers down with them, 
on tiM> tide of impiety, to the abodes of 
perdition. Every man has an influence in 
the circle in which he motes. The master 
of a house and the father of a family have 
it in their power to form, in a great mea- 
sure, the characters 6f wdh as are placedl 
under their Care, or are amenable to their 
authority. If such persons utter error against 
the Lord; in other words, if they speak 
evil of the things of the kingdom of God; 
what, dlas I will be the awful, the almost 
liecessary consequence ? It will h€ this^ 
that the younger and inferior brancbeis 
of such a family wiU soon le^rn to treat 
the most sacred subjects with the grosscftl 
negligence, and, eventually, with the most 
awful contempt. And thus infidelity^ and 
profligacy will, but too soon^ perfect them 
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in crime^ and prepare them for swift de- 
struction. 

Let ine not, however, omit to direct 
your notice to a peculiarity of expression 
in the text; to utter error against the 
Lord. The sinner may flatter himself that 
he is only indulging his resentment against 
some poor weak enthusiast ; but God Al- 
mighty shall at length discover to him, 
that, in speaking against Scriptural doc- 
trine, against religious experience, or 
against Christian practice, he has been 
utteru^ error against the Lord. Jehovah will 
take, as directed against himself, the 
insult and violence offered to his people or 
to his cause. . And, be you assured, that 
however some may now scoff at such 
assertions, it is afearfvd thing to fall into the 
hands of the Bdng God. 

. Brethren, bear with the faithful am- 
bassadors of Christ, who desire fearlessly 
to discharge their solemn duty, and to be 
clear of the Hood of all. mm. The connec- 
tion between a minister and his congrega- 
tion is suspended on the brittle thread of 
lifb; and soon may the voice of death 
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summon us who address you from our 
pulpits to our graves, from our graves to 
the bar of our God. Certain it is that 
such a period, though delayed for a season, 
will arrive at last. We may then wish, 
we shall then wish, that we had spoken 
more plainly, more pointedly, more affec- 
tionately, more scripturally : that we had 
felt more for our own salvation, and for 
yours. In that hour the frown of the rich 
worldling, the scorn of the mere nominal 
Christian, or the enmity of the ungodly 
and profane, will fall harmless on the head 
of the faithful servant of Jesus. If his 
Great Master bless, he cares not who 
may curse. To that day we would make 
our appeal. God grant that it may then ■ 
appear that this discourse (which makes 
no pretensions to any thing but plainness, 
and has no other aim than your salvation,) 
through the mighty grace of God the Holy 

I Ghost, has been the means of turning 
some poor wanderer, from darkness to light, 
Olid from the paiver of Satan utito God. 
Having thus endeavoured, for the benefit 
of your immortal souls, to explain the 
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statements : contained in these wordsi let 
me now, with a view to the benefit of your 
local charity, proceed 

IL To ENFORCE THE LIBERALITY THEY 
INCULCATE. 

The liberal soid deviseth liberal things, and by 
liberal things shall he stand. — ^This assertion 
has been confirmed in the happy experi- 
ence of hundreds, who have had grace to 
adopt this line of conduct. Yes, there 
have been those whose wealth has been 
consecrated to God, and employed in the 
extension of his kingdom ; whose private 
expenses were perhaps on a small scale, but 
their Christian charities on alarge one; who, 
animated by the love of the Saviour, and 
filled with pity for the temporal or moral 
miseries of mankind, have not inquired 
how little they might give with decency, 
but' how much they might venture to be- 
stow, without injustice to other calls and to 
nearer claims. To such individuals, luxury 
or avarice can never successfully appeal, 
nor religion and charity ever appeal in 
vain. The first inquiry with them will 
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bq, '' Is the pibject a good one ?" This 
being ascertained, the next will be, "What 
can I do to render that object ail possible 
assistance ; with a due regard to other de- 
mands, and to works of mercy equally 
excellent and urgent ? " 

The cause, for which I am this day to 
plead, is one of peculiar importance, and 
indeed necessity, to the best interests of 
this large parish. Without any want of 
Christian charity and brotherly love, to-^ 
wards those who may differ from tts as to 
this peculiar system of education, I do not 
hesitate to express my decided canyictioii. 
that " the National Schools are a national 
blessing." I could wish, indeed I do 
greatly wish, to obsierve less dependence on 
human effort, and more marked relismioe 
on Divine grace ; to see the Word of God 
more honored, and the simplidaty ihat is m 
Christ more- maintained and t»ieoiicaged. 
Truly should I ivejoice to hear a boid,. yet 
humble confession, that all huioan agency, 
and even the most Scriptural instruction^ 
must be altogether and for ever in vain, 
without the ajccompaaying power of the 
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Holy Ghost : and to find all the children 
of these schools diligently taught that 
Apostolic doctrine ; By grace are ye saved 
through faith ; and that not of yourselves^ it 
is the gift of God; not of works lest any man 
should boast. And thus alone can we hope 
to see the words immediately following 
fulfilled in their life and conduct : For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jems unto good works^ which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in 
theth* 

All the various reasons which are urged 
for the education of youth, may be brought 
to advocate the claims of this institution. 
Nor should these arguments ever be for- 
gotten by us. Still, however, there are 
some, which, in a very forcible manner, bear 
upon this particular school. Consider then, 
I beseech you, 

1. The immense population of this district 

No less a number than between fifty and 
sixty thousand souls in this parish ! What 
a rousing consideration ! What a call to 
devise liberal things ; to do something, if we 
cannot do every thing ; to do all we can, 
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if we cauaot do half they need I-r- Con- 
sider fo^er, 

2. The €j:treme poverty of this district.;^ 
In various parts of the Metropolis, even 
where much distress may he seen, there 
is yet a rich neighbourhood; so that 
little or no dijSijDulty is found, in raising 
ample funds for the purposes of education 
and benevolence. But this parish, I need 
scarcely remind you, though containing 
some few wealthy persons among its inha- 
bitants, yet the great bulk of its popu<^ 
lation belong to the middle and low^ cir- 
cles of society ; while some of diem have 
to contend with the mtost abject poverty. 
Contemplate the case of the fsither of a fa- 
mily, who can scarcely find the common 
necessaries of life for his childcen, even 
when he has work in abundance ; ^d wdb^, 
but for the kind relief of o^rs, mmtsee 
them starving around him, when he is out 
of employment or confined by sickness ! 
How cheering to the mind of such a ri&ah^ 
to know, t^at, although himself lUnable 
to teach his children or to pay for tdfateir 
instruction, yet that there are jkind and 
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Christian people who will undertake this 
work of mercy ; who will communicate 
the elements of knowledge, and, what is still 
more, the elements of Scriptural truth, 
gladly and cheerfully to the children of the 
poor, the forlorn, and the destitute ! For 
such an undertaking suffer me to plead with 
earnestness^ and to entreat that you would 
give bountifully, that you would devise U- 
bend things. The money you bestow will 
not be lost, even upon yourselves ; for ye 
remember who hath said, Blessed is he that 
cmsidereth the poor : the Lord shall deliver him 
in time of trouble. 

But consider further, 

3. The deplorable ignorance^ and, conse- 
quently, the vice of this district. — How many 
hundreds are there in this parish who know 
nothing of the God who made them, or of 
the Redeemer who bought them with his 
blood! How many in early life are ac- 
tually taught by their unhappy parents 
to break the Sabbath, to pilfer the pro- 
perty of others, to take the Lord's name 
in vain, and to commit all manner of abo- 
minations! How many half starved, 

G2 
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ragged, wicked children, are wandering 
about the streets, ready for any, and I 
had almost said for every, crime. Have 
pity, then, I beseech you, upon the untu- 
tored offspring of the laboring poor ! and 
cheerfully come forward with your pecu- 
niary assistance, to support a charity, which 
has for its object their present and ever- 
lasting welfare.— But, lastly, 

4. Remember that each of these children 
has an immortal soul. 

That the soul be without knowledge^ is not 
good. It is not good for this world ; for 
without it, how shall they be dutiful chil- 
'dren, peaceable citizens, loyal subjects, 
or real Christians ? And let me assure you 
it is not good, as connected with eternity. 
Oh solemn word, eternity! Letithaveits 
due effect upon all our minds ; let it lead 
us to care for the souls of others ; and, 
what should take precedence of every 
thing else, to care for our own. For what 
shall it avail us, when the Judge shall 
come, to say, Lardy we have done many won- 
derful works ; we have subscribed to many 
hospitals, and charities, and schools? What 
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can it profit us, if it shall then appear that we 
never uxirked the works of God, (for this is the 
work of God, thgt ye beUeve on Him whom He 
hath sent) ; if we never entered the spiritual 
hospital of his Church ; if we never had that 
charity which is the fruit of faith, and which 
works by love ; and were never ourselves 
scholars in the school of Christ ? 

Seek then, my brethren, a personal in- 
terest in the merits of your crucified Sa- 
viour. Prostrate yourselves before his 
Cross ; then rise, and bring your children, 
your friends, your wretched or your wicked 
neighbours, and their untaught offspring, 
and point them all to the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world. 

Once more, as ^, personal favour to myself 
I entreat your liberal donations for the 
children of the poor. But enough — I con- 
clude in the words of St. Paul : Now 
he that mmstereth seed to the sower, both mi- 
nister bread for your food, and multiply your 
seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righ- 
teousness ; being enriched in every thing to all 
bountifulmss ; which causeth through us thanks- 
giving to God, 

G 15 



V. 



d^t 0iifttt audi tfjt Bav^ 



PRBAGHED ATTHB COLLEGIATE CHURCH OF ST. SAVIOUR, 

SOUTHWARK, 

ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1824, 
IN BEHALF OF 

THE CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 



G4 



THE NIGHT AND THE DAY 



A MISSIONARY DISCOURSE. 



ROMANS Xiii.l2. 

The Night is far spent ^ the Day is at hand. 

The metaphors used in holy Scripture 
are generally of the simplest and plainest 
description. Spiritual things are illustrat- 
ed^ by similies borrowed from common life 
and daily observation; such as all may 
understand, such that he iohv runs may read. 
Thus is it evident the Divine Oracles were 
not designed for the exclusive use and be- 
nefit of the learned and accomplished, but 
were intended for the instruction and sal- 
vation of all classes of persons ; that each, 
in his own language, might hear the won- 
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derful works of God; that all, in their 
several stations and situations, might 
''read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them," that so, by patience and comfort 
of the Scriptures, they might obtain, and 
ever hold fast, that blessed hope of ever- 
lasting life, which is given in our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

The parage now under consideration 
may, with propriety, be said to contain 
one of the boldest metaphors in the whole 
circle of Revealed Truth. This life, with 
all its concerns and employments, is called 
the Night ; — the life to come is called the 
Day. Time, which we generally think of 
as the Day, is here termed the Night ; and 
Eternity, which we regard as the Night, 
is here asserted to be the Day. 

What a change does the book of Re- 
velation, received into the heart in its 
purity and power, produce in our views 
of ourselves, and of the world around us ! 
The man who cordially believes that book, 
will disbelieve all who dare to contradict 
the least of its assertions. The generality 
of his fellow-creatures are ''men of Time," 
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but he is " a man of Eternity." Such a 
man has his Night on Earlii^ and his Day 
in HeDiven. And what a day S-*-a day that 
shall never terminate ; — a. day of perfect 
knowledge, and of perfect love ; — a day 
that shall not be darkened by sorrow, or 
tarnished by sin ;— a day of meridian glory, 
and unsullied purity, and. ineffable bless- 
edness ; — a day that "shall be succeeded 
by no night; for there shall be no night 
there ; for they need no candle^ neither light 
of the sun, for the Lord God giveth them 
light; and they shall reign for eser and ever. 
But it is not to the various bearings of 
this passage as connected with Christian 
experience, that I purpose now to direct 
your attention : it is to another view of it 
that I am anxious to bend your notice. 
Regard it, then, my brethren, not merely 
as the assurance of future blessedness, but 
as the call to present duty. Behold the 
darker side of the subject, as connected 
with the igtaorance and misery of our apo- 
state world; as w'ell as the brighter side, 
which relates to your o\y» happy experience 
and joyful hopes. Consider it not only 
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as the prophetic trumpet, foretelling the 
future rest andglory of the Church ; but re- 
gard it as calling the soldiers of the Gross to 
arms ! Bidding them to be equipped for the 
warfare, and to rush into the field, there 
'*to fight manfully, under Christ's banner, 
against the world, the flesh, and the devil ; 
and to continue his faithful soldiers and 
servants unto their life's end." Nor can 
there be a greater encouragement to labo- 
rious exertion, to fervent prayer, to noble 
enterprise, and to persevering diligence in 
the grand and holy work of Missions, than 
the consideration that the Night is far 
spent, and that the Day is at hand. 

I am justified in this use and application 
of the passage before us, in the view taken 
of it by an able commentator, whose learn- 
ing and critical skill have long been ac- 
knowledged in our Established Church. 
He thus paraphrases the text :—" The night 
(of heathen ignorance) is far spent, the day 
(of grace and salvation to them) is at 
hand* . "—Join with me, then,in your pray er« 

* Dr. Whitby in loco. 
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to the throne of Mercy, for the influence 
and grace of the Eternal Spirit, that we may 
not only '^ perceive and know what things 
we ought to do/' in that mighty struggle 
which is now carrying on between the pow- 
ers of darkness and the children of light ; 
but also " that we may have grace and 
power faithfully to fulfil the same," how- 
ever painful, however arduous, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In considering this subject our divisions 
are obvious and simple, — the night, and 
the DAY. 

I. The night. 

In unfolding to view this moral night, 
let me first direct your attention to 

1 . Its commencement. — There was a time 
when man was happy, because he was 
holy. Blessed with his Maker's smile, and 
favoured with familiar converse with the 
Deity, as yet all was day, all was peace, 
and all was glory. From what dire oc- 
currence, then, shall we date the com- 
mencement of that moral night which has 
since eixsued ? I answer. From that awful 
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hour when mbn apbstatized from hiis 
Maker. What an imDiedibte alteration 
took place at that very moment in man's 
character, state, and prospects I Before 
his fall, all was happiness and day : but 
after it, all was misery and nigiit ! Strange, 
that in Eden should commence that night 
which has continued until now ! that the 
Garden of the Lord should have been the 
scene of man's temptation and Satan's 
triumph! that the tree of life should, 
through infernal malice and human frailty, 
become the tree of death ! 

My brethren, let us not turn away from 
the subject, and reject the salutary lessons 
which it is calculated to teach us. Many 
of the false, and defective, and ruinous 
senj;iments which have, at different times, 
obtained in the world, have arisen from 
partial and unscriptutal conceiitions in 
reference to the fall and apostasy of man. 
Upon this important and fundamental doc- 
trine, so plainly revealed in the Sacred 
Oracles, and so perpetually adverted to 
by the compilers of Our Liturgy — upon 
this rests the whole superstructure of 
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Christian Truth. If man be not guilty, 
how absurd to talk of the atoning Sacrifice 
of Christ ! If man be not polluted and de- 
prayed, how unnecessary to offer him 
the cleansing and purifying grace of the 
Holy Spirit ! Deny the doctrine of man's 
apostasy and ruin, and the word of Inspi- 
ration becomes immediately a book the 
most strange and contradictory ; the whole 
mystery of the Cross of Christ a work of 
supererogation ; and the proffered grace 
of the Spirit, as the Enlightener, Com- 
forter, and Sanctifier, an undefinable some- 
thing, without an existence or a name. 
Adndt the doctrine, and man's misery 
gives opportunity for the exhibition of 
Grod's mercy ; the Divine Oracles are wel- 
comed, as unfolding that marvellous sys- 
tem by which God can be just and the jus- 
tifier of him that believeth in Jesus : while 
to tlte principalities and powers in heavenly 
places f is made known by the Church the mam- 
fold wisdom cf God. 

But it is not only to the commencement 
of this moral night that we direct your 
notice; consider 
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2. Its continuance. — The sad effects of 
the Fall were not confined to our first 
parents. Their immediate descendant, 
their eldest son, gave but too plain a proof 
that man was now "very far gone from ori- 
ginal righteousness." Little did our first 
mother suspect that she should give birth 
to one, who would take away his brother's 
life. Awful thought, that the first human 
being bom into the world should prove a 
murderer ! 

But what has been the state of our race 
from that period to the present ? Have not 
the same corrupt principles influenced 
mankind, and have not the same dire 
consequences ensued ? Age after age has 
passed away, but human depravity has 
continued its uninterrupted course. With 
the small exception of that little company 
of God's people, which He has had in 
every age, but who were bom not of btood^ nor 
of the will of the Jksh, nor of the wUl of 
many but of God — with this exception, 
behold this moral night continuing to 
spread over our earth, at an equal rate with 
its population. Various dynasties of kings 



AND THE DAT. 137 

have arisen, and have passed away : the 
four great Monarchies have appeared, have 
flourished, and have departed: philoso- 
phers have debated, and heroes have 
fought, and conquered : but, alas ! dark- 
ness has still covered the earth, and gross 
darkness the people. The kings of the earth 
have stood up, and the rulers have taken counsel 
together, against the Lord and against his 
Anointed. A false philosophy has but too 
often hardened mankind in their vain 
deceits, after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ. While the shouts of conquering 
armies have proclaimed their victory over 
their foes ; in the same hour, the piercing 
* cries of the wounded and the dying, the 
tears of the widow and the fatherless, the 
shrieks occasioned by savage barbarity 
and brutal passion, all have served to 
testify that the conqueror was himself a 
slave ; that those who shared his victory 
shared hid degradation also ; and that the 
mid-day of triumph and worldly glory 
was, in a moral point of view,< the mid- 
night of darkness and the hour of death. 



l$d THE lUriGHl' 

Oh^ awful picttire ! although not dne hftlf 
of ifo hbrrenrs had be6n told, or cam b^ 
told. The p^fidd, hotrever, is approach-^ 
ingwhentfa^ Mrhdle shall be btdtight to 
view ; wksn the earth shall disclose her Mdod, 
and shall no fnofe cover h&^ slain. 

It is not, howeT^r, merely in these 
strong and marked linei^ that the character 
and continu^ce of thii^ spititual darkness 
is to be peYceived. Wherever men aite 
seetL living ^thdtlt repentance, fSdith^ diid 
holiness, there is this moral night. Hdw-^ 
eVer orderly and decorous, howeter ate- 
complished and poUte, such person^ are 
in darkne&d even until now. To keep 
them in thit ^tate, has ever been the gineat 
eftbrt of bim^ who is emphatically styled 
the prinde (^ darkness. How awiful is the 
consideration, that such are his influ-^ 
ehce, power, atid tyranny over Hie g^eat €^ 
part of mankind, that he i& termed the 
gdd tf this world/ For th^d we find Stw 
Paul speaking df him and of Ms^ deluded 

votaries : ThegSdof t%is world hath Hthded 
the irAfids of thefn vihkh, believe ndt, lest ike 
light of the glorious Gospel of Christy Who 
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is. the inu^ of God, should shine unto them. 
Nor should those words of St. Peter be 
overlooked, in which that Apostle reminds 
his readers of their vain conversation received 
by tradUionfrom their fathers. 

** By this/' remarks Archbishop Leigh- 
ton, ** I conceive is not only to be under- 
stood the superstitious and vain devices in 
religion, . . . . but generally all the corrupt 
and sinful actions of their lives. For it 
iseem&not so pertinent to his purpose, when 
exhorting to holiness of life, to speak of 
their superstitious traditions, as their other 
ftinfol habitudes, which are no less heredi- 
tary, and, by the power of example, tra- 
ditional : which, by reason of their com- 
mon root in man's sinfal nature, do so 
easily pass from parents to children ; na- 
ture making their example powerful, and 
the corruption of nature giving it most 
power in that which is evil." 

But let me proceed to point out, as it 
respects this moral night, not only its com- 
mencemmt and continuance, but, 

3. Its extent — and that at the present 
time, and notwitstandingthat day, of which 
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we shall presently have to speak. — In 
the Nineteenth Century of the Christian 
Church ; at a period when such universal 
and simultaneous efforts are making, among 
the various ranks of the faithful, to send 
forth the light of life ; yet how great and 
how awful is the still existing night ! Light 
maketh manifest ; and in proportion as the 
heralds of mercy visit and explore the re- 
gions of Pagan superstition and idolatry, 
in that same proportion do they find still 
fresh proofs that darkness covereth the earth, 
and that these dark places of the earth are 
full of the habitations of cruelty. Would we 
know the extent of this evil, let us for a 
moment reflect, that, although more than 
eighteen centuries have passed away since 
the birth of our Blessed Redeemer ; not- 
withstanding that Apostles have taught, 
and Martyrs have bled ; still, alas! more 
than one half of the population of our globe 
are Pagans,— exclusive of the followers of 
the False Prophet, who constitute about 
one sixth of the inhabitants of the world. 
It is true, indeed, that about one fourth of 
mankind are professedly Christian : but 
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when we remember, that, of this number, 
about one hundred millions are attached to 
the errors of the Church of Rome, and 
that only about seventy millions are Pro- 
testants ; and when we further reflect upon 
the thousands, even in Protestant coun- 
tries, who are destitute of the fear of God 
and of vital godliness; are we not aroused 
and alarmed ? Should we not deeply be- 
wail the dark and benighted condition of 
countless multitudes, who are perishing, 
but they know it not — who are on the 
very brink of perdition, but they lay it not 
to heart ? 

This,, however, leads me to notice, last- 
ly, concerning this moral night, 

4. Its consequences. — But who can duly 
estimate them? Who can adequately de- 
scribe the awful issue of final impenitence? 
Surely, He alone, who can unfold to us all 
that is implied in that dreadful term a lost 
soul. A succession of sinners, from the 
first ages of the world until now, have 
lived without Christ, and died without 
hope. They have passed from the view 
of men — but have they ceased to exist ? 
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We answer, No : the soul of man can never, 
ijiever die ! Is the painful inquiry repeated? 
then the faithful answer must be given : 
If not with God, they are with Satan ; if 
not in happiness, they are in misery; if 
not in heaven, they are in hell ; if not unit- 
ing in the Hallelujahs before the throne 
of God and of the Lamb, they are joining 
in the blasphemies of the bottomless pit, 
are weeping and wailing and gnashing their 
teeth for ever and ever ! My brethren, do 
you disallow the existence of such a state ? 
then you must reject the book of Inspira^ 
tion. Do you believe in it ? ttieiot there 
are two important questions wiyj^h arise 
from that admission. The first relsites to 
your own deliverance, and is this ; What 
must I do to be saved? That great poiokt 
being satisfactorily answered, your next 
inquiry will be ; What can I do to turn a 
wanderer from the error of his ways, to 
save a soul from deaths arid to hide a rmdtitude of 
sins? 

We may, hence, learn the source of that 
indifference, which thousands discover 
about the salvation of others : it is nothing 
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}ieco tban unconcern respecting their own. 
Let jbut the eyes of the understanding be 
^lUightened to perceive, and the affections 
of the heart be influenced to feel, the im- 
portant realities of Eternity, — the certainty 
of future rewards and punishments ; the 
iiece$siLty of contrition for sin, of faith in a 
Redeemer, and of the work and offices of 
the Holy Ghost; of deadness to the world, 
and of a holy preparation for heaven.— 
I^et these things be seen and felt, and the 
consequences will soon be apparent in the 
life aiid daily conversation. Such an in- 
diVidu|||L|feill labor fervently in prayer for 
the ea^HUbon of Christ's kingdom ; he will 
be instant, in season and out of season, that, 
according to his situation, ability, and op- 
portuuitie9, he may bring those, who are 
afar off, nigh by the blood of Christ, and 
hasten the acceptable year of the Lord. 

The man I describe will not be inatten- 
tive to the duties and proprieties of his 
statiQp; but, remembering that dinners 
are perishiAg» and that Eternity is ap- 
proaching, he will have too great a regard 
jl;o the v^Jue of immortal souls to be moved 



144 THE NIGHT 

from his holy purpose and diligent efforts, 
by the allurements of the world, or by the 
scoffs and frowns of the ungodly. He will 
consider the consequences of living and 
dying destitute of Divine grace, and with- 
out spiritual light ; while, in vindication of 
his exertions, and for the conviction of his 
opposers, he will make his humble yet firm 
appeal to the Oracles of Truth, and to the 
great day of the Lord : when they that skep 
in tfie dust oftheearth shall atmke, some to ever^ 
lading life, and some to sfiame and everlasting 
contenqa; when thei/ that be wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the jirmament, ond'J^ that 
turn many to righteousness as the stm^mbr ever 
and ever. ^'\ 

But it is time that I should proceed to 
direct your attention to the second division 
of our subject. We have noticed the Night ; 
let us now consider 

II. The day. 

It may not be unprofitable to behold this 
moral day in its several aspects. Let us 
reflect, first, upon 

1. Its dawn. — No sooner had man 
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sinned, than the Divine compassion dis- 
covered itself in the promise of One, who 
should overcome Satan, and should save 
the sinner* If it be, therefore, inquired, 
from what period we date the dawn of this 
day; I answer, from the hour in which 
was predicted the advent of Christ, who 
through death, should overcome him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil ; and 
should deliver those who, through fear of 
death, were all their life-time subject to 
bondage. This assurance of man's re- 
demption and restoration was contained 
in thc^ threatened destruction of Satan's 
powepUnd kingdom : And 1 will put en- 
mity between thee and the woman^ and be- 
tween.thy seed and her seed: it shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 
: Here, then, was the dawn of Mercy on 
our apostate race. As such, no doubt, it 
was hailed by our contrite parents, when 
penitent for their sin, and abased before 
God. And what tongue can describe the 
comfort which it must have administered, 
under the circumstances of sorrow and 
misery in which their transgression had 

H 
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placed them ! True it was, they were to 
be expelled from the garden of Eden ; they 
were to pass through the grave and gate 
of death ; their descendants alsawere tabe 
exposed to afiBiction, pain, and mortality. 
But a period should arrive when the Prince 
of Life was to be manifested in the flesh ; 
when the Lord of Glory would visit and 
redeem a fallen and ruined world* Faith 
could stretch its eye ; could overlook the 
intervening night, and behold theday which 
was at length to be revealed, the grace which 
was to be manifested, at the appearing of 
the Saviour ; who was to bringjp and 
immortality — the very blessings wl^piimd 
been forfeited — to light by the GospeL 

What was briefly promised to our first 
parents, was less obscurely revealed to 
Abraham r In thy seed shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed. Light was: shed 
upon the sacred subject, by the types and 
figures of the Ceremonial Law, all of 
which had their reference to Christ, who, 
at the appointed period, should jt?i/f away 
sin by the sacri^e of himself and should 
make.peace by the blood of his cross. 
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< As time rdlled on, the dawn of this 
day became more marked and perceptible. 
The delightful topic engaged the lips and 
pens of prophets, and of kings : nor can 
we wonder, that, while contemplating the 
future advent and gracious character of 
the promised Messiah, they should desif^e 
personally to see those things which we 
uCj and to hear those things which we 
hear. Well may it shame our coldness 
and lukewarmness, in reference to this 
great mystery of godliness, to reflect that 
ancient seers, and Jewish monarchs, that 
the most eminent of God's saints and ser- 
vants^ /discovered an interest and an ar- 
dour, respecting it, superior to our own. 
Oh, humbling consideration ! that we 
should so often receive with bare assent, 
and treat with frigid indifference, that 
manifestation of mercy, which, not only 
priests and princes, but even Angels them- 
selves desired to look into ! Those celestial 
intelligences have, however, been partially 
gratified in this matter, as we shall per- 
ceive while we notice,, concerning this 
moral day, 

H 2 



148 THE NIGHT 
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2. Its commencement. — At that happy 
period, a multitude of the heavenly host 
were heard praising God, and saying; 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good wUl towards men. Then could be 
asserted, in the language of St. John, 
The darkness is past, and the true light now 
shineth. Hence we find our Lord per- 
petually adverting to this subject. As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light 
of the world.' — While ye have the light be- 
lieve in the light, that ye may be the chil- 
dren of light. — And this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil.^^I am come a light into the world, 
that whosoever believeth on me shoidd not abide in 
darkness, but should have the light of life. 

At the birth, then, of our Adorable Re- 
deemer that Sun arose which was never 
to set, that day began which should 
never end. There was, indeed, a season 
when some among the faithful were 
alarmed and depressed ; when they were 
rieady to say. We trusted t/iat it had been 
He which should have cklivered Israel; thus 
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intimating a fear lest death should have 
quenched this Light of the world. But far 
otherwise was the event : for in death. He, 
our Redeeming God, spoiled principalis 
ties and powers, (the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world,) and made a shew of 
them operUjfy triumphing over them in his 
cross. He could not be holden of death ; 
it was not possible. Jesus arises from 
the grave, and proves himself to be the 
Resurrection and the Life : and while in 
him was life, so likewise was that life the 
l^htofmen. 

Having engaged and vanquished the 
old serpent, which is the Devil; behold, the 
Seed of the woman^ the conquering Saviour, 
returns to the right hand of the Mcgesty en 
high! Jesus being glorified, the Holy 
Ghost is pleased to descend, in a remark- 
able and miraculous manner, upon the 
little company which now constituted 
the Church of Christ : He gave some, 
apostles ; some, evangelists ; some, pastors and 
teachers ; for theperfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ. 

H 3 
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A new era now commenced. Men^ such 
as Peter^ who had before been timid, and 
afraid of putting public honor upon their 
Lord, came forward, and boldly testified 
that it is He which was ordained of God to 
judge both the quick and the dead; and that 
by him J all that believe are justified freely 
from all things, from which th^ could not be 
justified by the law of Moses. Great was the 
power which attended the simple preach- 
ing of the Cross of Christ, and numerous 
were the converts that enlisted under its 
banners. How wonderful and extensive, 
were the effects produced by a single 
sermon, attended by the effectual working 
of God's mighty power ! — the same day there 
were added unto them about three thousand 
souls — three thousand souls redeemed from 
error, delivered from darkness, smd res- 
cued from the bondage of Satan! No 
wonder, that, with such encouragements 
as these, the Apostles should refuse to 
desist from their sacred and heavenly em- 
ployment, of testifying repentance, toward 
God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Pains and penalties, to such men, were^ 
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but as gains and rewards. They were 
ready to go to prison, and to martyrdom 
— they did go to prison and to martyr- 
dom. But the darkest dungeon could 
not^exclude those Divine influences which 
can turn night into day: the severest 
sufferings^ and the prospect of immediate 
death, could not prevent their experi- 
encing, and delighting to testify of that ex- 
perience, thatybr them to live was Christ, and 
that to die would he to gain. 

Such were the glorious results of their 
faithful preaching and their patient suffer^ 
ing, that all opposition was found to be vain. 
No sooner did the scythe of persecution 
lay low^ the foremost ranks of the faithful, 
than others were seen advancing, with 
hiunble thankfulness, and holy fervor, to 
be baptized for the dead ; till at length it 
passed into a proverb, that ** the blood 
of the martyrs was the seed of the 
Church." 

But this leads me to notice, in reference 
to this moral day, 

3. Its increase. — The light of truth went 

H 4 
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on conquering and to conquer. Error and 
superstition could, no longer, hold man- 
kind in universal bondage. The very 
flames of persecution, as already noticed, 
tended to enlighten men's minds; and 
the sufferings of confessors, so far from 
damping the ardour of the faithful, seemed 
only to excite in their breasts a stronger 
desire for martyrdom. 

The then existing state of things was 
highly beneficial to the spirituality of the 
followers of Jesus. To narm the name of 
Christ, and to depart from iniquity^ were then 
considered as duties of equal obligation.' 
The Church of God felt that it would profit 
little to call Christ, Lord, Lord, without 
aiming and laboring to do tJue things 
which he said. One canAot but wish that 
this primitive simplicity and fervour,^ 
this holy deadness to the world, and vic- 
tory over it, which glowed in the brieasts^ 
of the first disciples and martyrs of the 
Cross, had never been exchanged, by some 
who profess the same religiqn, for a spirit 
and temper as completely the reverse of 
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it, as light is to darkness and as night is to 
day. 

It is not to be wondered at, that Chris- 
tianity*should advance, and that the light 
of Revelation should extend itself over 
regions, once covered with darkness, and 
lying in the shadow of death. The decree, 
the promise, and the power of Almighty 
God, had determined, predicted, and ac- 
complished great and mighty things ; signs 
and wonders y in the name of the Holy Child 
Jesus. 

But there was another point of great 
importance, connected with the early pro- 
mulgation of the Gospel, which must have 
proved, under the Divine blessing, a most 
powerful incitement to labor, to enter- 
prise, and to prayer for the extension 
of Christ's kingdom. It may thus be 
stated. 

Primitive Christians felt themselves in 
a peculiar manner strangers and pilgrims : 
they heeded no arguments to convince them 
that this was not their rest. They were 
men of eternity, and they continiially felt 
that the hour of their departure was at 

H 5 
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hand. The perishing riches of this world 
had no charms for those, whose whole busi- 
ness was to lay up treasure in heaven. 
Earth's gilded toys and splendid vanities 
could only be regarded as useless baubles, 
by men who were aspiring to the crown 
of martyrdom, and hastening to z.far more 
txceedvng and eternal tvdght of ghry. To 
snatch a brand from the burning, to save 
a soul from death, to deliver a sinner just 
going down into the pit, by pointing him 
to the Ransom — this was their employr 
ment and delight : for this work they were 
willing to live, and ready to die. Their 
grand object was, that Christ might be 
magnified in their mortal bodies, and it 
concerned them but little, whether it were 
by life or by death. Persectition only 
served to scatter the good seed more wide- 
ly ; while the intervals from suffering were 
diligently employed for renewed attacks 
on Satan's territory, and for the increased 
extension of Christ's kingdom: till at 
length (after Nero, arid Domitiari, and 
Trajan, had passed into eternity, together 
with their imperial successors ini the awftri 
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work of opposition to Christianity, down 
to Dioclesian) it pleased the great Ruler of 
the universe that a Roman Emperor should 
prove a nursing father to the Church, and 
that the religion of Jesus should, under 
Ccmstantine, become established upon the 
ruins of Pagan Idolatry. 

But I hasten to notice, in reference to 
this moral day, 

4. Its Eclipse. — When the Church en- 
joyed the fevor and patronage of the civil 
power, it might have been expected, that 
it would have discovered its superiority to 
earthly things, and its Divine nature and 
origin, by its deadness to the world, and 
conformity to the image of Christ. But, 
alas ! it was proved on this occasion, what 
has been often repeated, that circum- 
stances of wealth and power, though by no 
means incompatible with the highest de- 
grees of spirituality, are still not the most 
favourable to a state of exalted Christian 
ejtperience, and humble yet laborious 
exertion in the cause of the Redeemer. 
Even in reference to the latter part of the 
reign of Constantine, a faithful Eccle- 
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siastical historian^ makes the following 
observations: — 

** It were to be wished, that there had 
been as much zeal at this time to support 
the doctrines and realize the power of the 
Cross, as there was to honor its formali- 
ties. But this was far from being the case 

The great defectiveness of doctrine 

failed not to influence practice, as usual. 

External piety flourished but faith, 

love, and heavenly-mindedness appear 
very rare ..... The doctrine of real con- 
version was very much lost, or external 
baptism was placed in its stead ; and the 
true doctrine of justification by faith, and 
the true practical use of a crucified Saviour 

* The late Rev. Joseph Milner, in his " History of 
the Church of Christ," — a work above all praise : in 
reference to which the theological student would do 
well to practise the advice given by Hoi^ce concerning 
the writings of the Greeks, 

'< Nocturne versate manu, versate dium^*' 

Such persons as may not be able to purchase the 
work itself, will ,be glad to learn that a cheap abridg- 
ment of it is just about to issue from the press of 
" The Religious Tract Society," though without the 
name of its revered author 
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for troubled consciences, were scarcely to 
be seen at this time. There was much 
outward religion^ but this could not make 
men saints in heart and life." 

But time would fail us to give any thing 
like an adequate description of the gradual 
decline of vital godliness which took place. 
The Church still increased in splendour 
and in numbers ; but> alas ! the reasonings 
of a false philosophy, the love of the 
world, and the lust of power over the con- 
sciences of men, attended by innumerable 
inconsistencies in the life and conduct of 
professing Christians, all seemed to de- 
clare that the bright day of Gospel truth 
and Scriptural experience was now on the 
decline, and was about to be succeeded 
by error in doctrine, superstition in wor- 
ship, and persecution in temper. How 
fully these forebodings were realized, in 
the rise and growth of Popery, is well 
known to every one who is acquainted 
with Ecclesiastical history. Upon the 
pretended fonndBiion of the Apostles and 
Prophets ; with the assumed name of Christ's 
Holy Catholic Church ; and under the de- 
mrated banner of the Cross, has this apo- 
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state Church erected it» kingdom, issued its 
mandates, and executed its deeds of crue^ 
ty and blood. What countless multitudes 
of the most eminent of God's people has 
she incarcerated in her dungeons, boynd 
in her chains, and sacrificed at the shrine 
of her iniquity. , 

But this is not the most awful view of 
the subject. The dying agonies of confes- 
sors and martyrs were speedily terminated, 
and their entrance upon the heavenJy in- 
heritance caused them to forget the suffer- 
ings of this present time. But what has be- 
come of the millions, from the sixth to the 
sixteenth century, and from that time to 
this, who have died in error and in syi, de- 
luded and ruined by the false doctrines 
and lying wonders of the Romish Church ? 
Many, no doubt, who continued within 
her pale were nevertheless the subjects of 
saving grace, and are now the heirs of a 
blessed immortality ; but with respect to 
how many thousands does the utmost 
stretch of charity forbid such a conclu-'- 
sion ? Alas ! that she should have made aU 
futtiorts drink of the wine of her fomicatmif and 
thus have prepared them for a cup of ano^ 
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ther description, even the wine of the wrath 
of God I 

I am well aware that, in the opinion of 
some persons. Popery at the present day 
is not what it once was ; and, blessed be 
God ! the assertion is true as it regards 
its power ; bi^t it is not true as it regards 
its principles. Let the members of that 
Church never be denied, what in the height 
of their glory they have ever refused to 
others, the most full and complete tolera- 
tion ; but may England never see the day, 
when, armed once more with political 
power, they shall be able to rekindle the 
flames of persecution ! May the Protes- 
tant Ascendancy ever be maintained, and 
our Establishment in Church and State 
handed down to our latest posterity — not 
for our merit, but for God's mercy and 
goodness in Jesus Christ our Lord ! 

But it may naturally be inquired. Was 
not this nation at one period, in common 
with the greater part of Christendom, sub- 
ject to the power of the Roman See, and 
enveloped in the thick mists of Popery ? 
The answer is, obviously, in the affirma- 
tive. Britmn, alas ! during the dark ages, 
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shared with other countries the eclipse of 
the Gospel Day. But, blessed be God ! 
a brighter view of the subject remains to 
be considered ; as will appear while we 
notice, concerning this great moral day, 

5. Its recovery. — This period I appre- 
hend must be dated from ^e time of the 
Reformation. Then, the clouds and 
vapours being removed, the Sun of Righ- 
teousness again shone forth in effulgent 
glory. England hailed the light, and 
blessed the God that sent it. It seemed 
as a new creation ; even as when, in the 
beginning, the Almighty said. Let there be 
light y and there was light. But by what 
means did Luther, and the venerable band 
of Continental Reformers, — by what means 
did Cranmer, and his pious associates in 
our own country, so successfully oppose 
the corrupted torrent of Popish error and 
delusion? The grand weapon, as their 
writings will testify, was a direct and firm 
reference to the Word of Life, the Gospel 
of our salvation. A plain Thus saith the 
Lofrd was infinitely greater authority with 
such men, than all the decrees of Popes or 
Councils. Not that they undervalued the 
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writings of the Fathers, or of other expo- 
sitors of holy Scripture, in which it is well 
known they were deeply read ; but every 
thing was to be tried by the pure Word of 
God. They appealed to the Law and to 
the Testimony, to the words of Jesus and 
of his Apostles, — in short, to the Book of 
Grod — determining to conclude, concerning 
all who spake not according to tluU word, that 
they had no light in them. 

Here, then, is the standard to which all 
minor standards must be brought,- and by 
which their real value must be estimated. 
May this never be forgotten by us, lest we 
resign one of the grand characteristic fea- 
tures of Protestantism, which is, to prove 
aU things by the Bible, and to Iiold fast that 
which is good; thus imitating the pious con- 
duct of the Bereans of old, who are com- 
mended of the Sacred Historian because 
they searched the Scriptures daily, whet/ier 
those things were so as Paul and Silas taught 
them. Should any inquire why we attach 
so much importance to these writings, let 
us reply, in the language of David, Thy 
word is a light to my feet, and a lantern to my 
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path. And- such indeed it proved at the 
period now under consideration. 

The doctrines of human merit, of purga- 
tory, and of the worshipping of saints, with 
all that train of error and falsehood, were 
now exploded. The Crucifix fell before 
the Cross, and the inventions and tradi'^ 
tions of men were made to bow to the au- 
thority and simplicity of Revealed Truths. 
The grand fundamentals of our holy Reli^ 
gion were now brought to light ; and the 
common people, deluded no longer by the 
mystery of iniquky^ were instructed in the 
mystery of godliness. The awful depravity of 
the human heart; the supreme atithority 
of Holy Writ in all matters of faith and 
practice ; justification by faith alone ; the 
influence and grace of the Holy Spirit ; 
holiness of heart and life, as the necessary 
consequence of that faith, and the effect 
of that Divine influence ; deadness to the 
world ; glorying in the Cross of Christ ; 
love to the brethren; a devout and dili- 
gent preparation for eternity — ^these im- 
portant topics formed the grand subject 
and the blessed theme of our Reformers^- 
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as their lives and writings will abundantly 
testify to all after-ages. 

I have not, in this short epitome, enu- 
merated the being of a God, the doctrine 
of the Trinity, or the Divinity of our Lord. 
AU^raportant as these doctrines are, yet 
will it be found that they have rarely, if 
ever, been openly denied, even by the 
most profligate and abandoned of the 
Romish Church. Protestants may hence 
learn this important lesson, that it is pos- 
sible to maintain, in many points>^ an or- 
thodox creed, with a corrupt practice and 
a wicked heart : that conversion does not 
merely consist in the adoption of Scrip- 
tural sentiments, but in being made the 
subjects of renewing grace. Thou btlievest 
that there is one God; thou doest well: the 
ikvils also beUeve, and tremble. Yes, they 
believe, and tremble, but remain de- 
vils still. So with thousands of our 
fellow-creatures : they receive some few 
points of Christian faith — those, fof in- 
stance, which can be held and maintained 
without the sacrifice of their sins, or the 
displeasure of the world. They profess 
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and call themselves Christians, but they 
hold the truth in unrighteousness \ not, per- 
haps, in open sin, but with a reservation 
of the heart from God. Such persons 
are not troubled with the pains of a contrite 
hearty nor with the war in their members: 
they never groans bdng buirdened; nor do 
they know any thing of the comfort of 
being able to say, with the Apostle, God, 
who commanded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness^ hath shined in our hearts^ to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ. 

But, having noticed the daum, the com- 
mencementy the increase, the eclipse, and the 
recovery of the Gospel Day, I hasten, in 
the last place, to consider 

6. Its final triumph and meridian glory, — 
Whoever, with an attentive eye, regards 
the present state of the church and of the 
world, must be compelled to admit that 
we live in remarkable times. The union 
of the Eastern and Western Antichrists, 
to thwart the plans of Christian benevo- 
lence, plainly intimates that the Church 
of God is to expect direct and determined 
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Opposition^ in her attempts for the circu- 
lation of the Scriptures, and the conver- 
sion of the world*. But we know where 
it is written ; He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh them to scorn : tlie Lord shall have 
t/iem in derision. If they persist in their 
mad opposition to God and his Word, woe 
be unto them ! for it is written again ; 
TTien shall He speak unto them in his wrath, 
and vex theni in his sore displeasure. Nor can 
I forbear quoting the words immediately 
following, so apposite to our subject: 
Y(a have I set my King upon my holy hiU of 
2Son. I unU declare the decree: the Lord hath 
said unto me, Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for thy possession. Such 
as submit. to the mild sway of our Re- 
deemer, shall prove that blessed are all 
they that put their trust in him : while those 
who virulently and perseveringly oppose 

* On this important and interesting subject, see 
the Introductory Remarks to <' the Survey," in the 
Missionary Register for January IB2&. 
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the extension of his kingdom^ whoever they 
may be, shall find that the Lamb of God 
is also the Lion of the tribe of Judah: 
Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron, thou 
shak dash them in pieces^ like a potto's vessel. ^ 

This subject speaks to all ; but to none 
more loudly than to kings and princes, to 
ministers of state and members of the 
legislature. To such it says, in the mild, 
but authoritative yoice of Inspiration ; Be 
wise now, therefore, O ye kings ; be instructed, 
ye that are judges of the earth : serve the Lord 
with fear, and rycnce unto him with reference. 
Nor can I avoid, while on this point, ex- 
pressing my earnest expectation and mf hope, 
that the evident blessing of AlmightyOod, 
which at present rests upon us as a nation, 
as to matters civil, commercial, and spi- 
ritual, may still be continued to the latest 
generations. Let Britain only be true to 
her God, and diligent in his service, and she 
shall continue, what she so long has been, 
the ark of the faithful, the wonder and 
admiration of the nations, and the spiri- 
tual granary of the world. Yes — blessed 
land of our nativity ! live for ever ! .Rich in 
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the Divine grace and favour; happy in 
the benedictions of the poor, the forlorn, 
and the destitute ; honored as the chosen 
instrument of arousing Christendom, from 
its lethargy, and thus gathering in the 
Abundant harvest of the world ! The riches 
of thy contributions and the blood of thy 
martyrs shall not have been offered or 
spilt in vain, but shall meet with an abun- 
dant recompence. Thou hast sown in tears, 
but thmi shait reap in joy. 

Behold! already does the latter day 
beam upon the Church of God. Already 
does his Providence unite with his Word 
in that beautiful and consolatory address, 
Ari«9 Mm; far thy Ught is came, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee. Lift, then, 
your hearts to Heaven, in fervent prayer 
that the ancient race of Israel, now for so 
many centuries an outcast and a wanderer, 
may be converted and restored, and thus 
be enabled ta understand and experience 
these words, in all their blessed latitude. 
But forget not, in your addresses to the 
throne of Mercy, the benighted and 
wretched condition of the Heathen world: 
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For your encouragement, let the. eye of 
faith be intently fixed upon those eanxeding 
great and preciom promises, which, if duly es- 
timated, would impel us to supplication, 
diligence, and perseverance in the hallowed 
work of Christian Missions. For thus 
it is written ; / wiU gather all nations and 
tongues, and they shall see my glory : And it 
shall come to pass that the mountain of theJjords 
house shall be established in the top of tlie nwun- 
tains, and shall be exalted above the hills, and all 
nations shaUJhw unto it. 

Oh, blessed period ! when the predic- 
tion, uttered by the venerable Simeon, in 
his dying song, shall be fully accomplished ; 
when Jesus shall be universally acknow- 
ledged and confessed as the light to lighten 
the Gentiles y and the Ghry of his people Israel! 
When it shall be manifestly declared, by 
the general conduct of mankind, that m 
Christ Jesus there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumsion, Sarbarian, Scy- 
thian, bond, nor free, but Christ is all and in 
all. Hail, glorious day ! which shall ex- 
ceed in splendour all former ages, when the 
light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun. 
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and the light of the sun shall be sevm-fold^ as ' 
the light of seven days. For thus saith the 
Lord ; The sun shall no more be thy light by 
day^ neither for brightness shall the moon give 
light unto thee; but the Lord shall be unto thee 
an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. 
Thy sun shall no more go down, neither shall 
thy moon withdraw itself; for the Lord shall be 
thine everlasting light; and tlie days of thy 
mourning shall be ended. 

But I must not enlarge; the glorious 
subject has already imperceptibly carried 
us beyond the bounds allotted to a single 
discourse. — I hasten, therefore, towards a 
conclusion. And permit me, in so doing, 
to apply what has been said. 

To your personal edijfication. — My brethren, 
be not deceived by mere appearances. 
There may be much outward devotion, and 
even much activity in promoting Mission- 
ary Societies and other religious chari- 
ties, while a man's own soul is far from 
God. Let every individual, then, seriously 
inquire, '* Am I a child of the night, or 
a child of the day ? Is the mist of vanity 
and error passed from me ; or am I in dark* 

I 



170 THE NIGHT 

ness even until now ? For what shall it 
profit a man to give the bread of life to 
others, if he never taste of it himself? 
How awful the thought, that it i^ possible 
to assist in sending the torch of R^vela:tion 
to a benighted world, and yfet, through 
hardness of heart and unbelief, to live and 
die ourselves in spiritual datkness^ a dark- 
ness that maybefdt^ and will be felt by such 
to all eternity ! Am I, then, at this hour 
addressing a careless, thoughtless crea- 
ture, who, though in a Christian and Pro- 
testant country, is nevertheless living ac- 
cording to the course of this worlds being alienated 
from the life of God ? And does such an one 
inquire whether our grand object will not 
be fully answered by Qbtaining large pecu- 
niary contributions ? we answer. No 1 Jt 
is not merely your cocmtenance and gup- 
port, but your spiritual benefityfliKit We 
would labour to secure. <For be assured 
that a broken and a contrite spdrit— a heart 
that has feh and been affected by the Sa- 
viour's grace-^a soul that has been taught 
B.t the Gross of Jesus to sink iiito< the 
depths of self-abasement, and yet enabled 
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by the power of the Holy Spirit to rise 
into peace and purity and joy ;— such is 
the person who will do most to promote the 
spiritual welfare of a lost and perishing 
world. This is the man who, from his 
own experience, will be able to enter into 
the feelings which influenced the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles, when he exclaim- 
ed. The love of Christ comtraineth us ; because 
we tfms judge, that, if one died for all, then were 
all dead; and, that he died for aU, that they which 
live should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto him that died for tJiem, and rose again. 

But I proceed to apply the subject, 
lastly. 

As an incentive to your liberal contribtdions. 
— Let it not, for a moment, be supposed 
that we refuse to other Societies the ho- 
nour and affection which are so justly their 
due. In the pious exertions of all who out 
of a pure fieart call on the name of our Lora 
Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours, we do riejoice, 
yea, and wiU rejoice; whether those which 
are carried on by the two venerable Socie- 
ties, for ** Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge," and for the " Propagation of the 

I 2 
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Gospel in foreign parts;" or such as oc- 
cupy the attention and call forth the ener- 
gies of the various bodies of Christians not 
in connection with our own Ecclesiastical 
Establishment. Concerning ALL faithful 
labourers in the Missionary Field, men wtio 
hve our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, we 
would ever feel, Peace be to the brethren, and 
lovCy with faith, from God the Father, and from 
Jesus Christ our Lord. We would rejoice 
in their joy, and sympathize in their sor- 
rows, while we look forward with delightful 
anticipation to that period when there shaU 
be onefold under one Shepherd. 

It could not, however, be a matter of 
surprise, that the members of the Church 
of England should wish for a Society whose 
entire and exclusive object should be to 
send the light of the Gospel to nations 
wandering in error, and lying in the shadow 
of death. Hence arose that institution 
for which I am permitted this day to soli- 
cit your kind and liberal contributions. 
At first it assumed the name of the " So- 
ciety for Missions to Africa and the East ;" 
but, as it was found that other bodies of 
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Christians sent their labourers to both 
those parts of the world, and that fresh 
doors of usefulness were opened in places 
not included in the original designation, as 
well as for the sake of distinction and bre- 
vity, the name of *' the Church Missionary 
Society" was adopted. The import of which 
was simply this, that the primary object of 
this institution was not the circulation of 
Bibles or Tracts, but the sending forth Mis- 
sionaries ; and that its funds were to be ex- 
pended, and its proceedings directed, by 
members of our own Establishment. Nor 
need that Establishment be ashamed of such 
a daughter. Already has she called out 
many ** holy and humble men of heart," 
who have taught their hearers to '* bless 
the Lord, to praise and magnify him for 
ever ;" — men who have not counted their lives 
dear unto themselves^ so that they ndght Jimsh 
their course with joy ^ and the ministry which 
they had received of the Lord Jesu^^ to testify the 
Gospel of the grace of God. 

We are not anxious to conceal the varied 
kinds of trial and opposition to which this 
Society has been exposed. But, in the 

I 3 
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midst of all her sorrows, has she not been 
found patient in tribulation ? In return for 
invectiye and calumny, has she not resorted 
to sound argument and Scriptural state- 
ment ; m meekness instructing those that oppose 
themselves, if God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the achrunvledging t^ the truth ? 
Have not her labours and her constancy 
exhibited a beautiful pattern of dilig^ice 
in business, combined with fervor of spirit 
in the service of the Lord ? And, now that 
she is rejoicing in hope, and looking forward 
to the latter-day glory ; yet, conscious of 
her own insufficiency, and of the absolute 
need of an abundant effusion of the Holy 
Ghost, in order to the ingathering of the 
harvest, is she not, together with her sister 
reapers in the Missionary Field, cotUinmng 
instant in prayer? But enough : her work is 
with her God, and her record is on high. 

Suffer me, then, to solicit your Christian 
Benevolence, by all those considerations 
which this whole subject so naturally sug- 
gests. By every motive of humanity, of 
sympathy, and of compassion; by the 
bright example and self-denying labours 
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of Apostles, .Confessors, and Martyrs in 
the blessed work ; and, above all, by your 
own infinite and eternal obligations to the 
Cross of Christ — that Cross on which alone 
you can rest your own hopes of immortal- 
ity and glory — come forward to the help of 
the Lord against the rmghty ; and let your 
unwearied exertions, your liberal contri- 
butions, and your fervent prayers, testify 
and declare that you believe, and act upon 
the conviction, that the Night is far spent, 
and that the Day is at hand. 
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THE GRAVE OF TABITHA, 



ACTS ix. 36, 37. 

Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named 
Tahitha, which by interpretation is called Dor- 
cas: this woman was full of good works and 
alms-deeds which she did. And it came to pass 
in those days thai she was sick and died. 

There are few occasions more solemn or 
impressive^ more affecting or instructive, 
than the funeral of a Christian. We meet 
together in the house of prayer, not for the 
purpose of praising the dead, but of benefit- 
ing the living : while each individual, hav- 
ing death thus brought before him, is called 
upon to prepare to meet his God. May this 
purpose be fully answered while we are 
engaged in paying our last tribute of es- 
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teem and respect^ of gratitude and affec- 
tion, to one who was lately on earth, but is 
now in heaven, who was then with us, but 
is now with God. For, sure I am, that if 
permitted from the realms of bliss to be- 
hold the solemnities of this evening, it will 
afford her more pleasure to learn that one 
sinner was brought to God, than to find 
that you esteemed her character and 
blessed her memory. 

Allow me, then, to direct your attention 
to the words of the text, in the humble 
hope that the consideration of this concise 
but interesting portion of Scripture biogra- 
phy may, through the Divine blessing, be 
the meansof leading some wanderer into the 
paths of God s comnmndments ; and of exciting 
such as through grace have believed^ to a greater 
degree of diligence in following those who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

Notice here concerning Tabitha, 

I. Her christian profession — a 

disdpk, 
II. Her abounding charity — full 
of good works and aims-deeds. 

III. Her sickness and death — she 
was sick and died. 
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« 

We are first to advert to 

I. Her christian profession — a cer- 
Um disciple. 

To be a disciple of Jesus^is a great and 
distinguished privilege; however lightly 
it may be regarded by a thoughtless world. 
To be admitted into that state of grace 
wherein believers stand, by virtue of their 
union with their living Head, this, indeed, 
is real happiness, it is the commence- 
ment of life eternal ; for this is life eternal^ 
that t/iey might know thee the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. 

These considerations, no doubt, afforded 
to the mind of Tabitha great support and 
encouragement, when, with a trembling 
heart, she first ventured to profess her de- 
pendance on the crucified Redeemer. It is 
more than probable, that some of her 
friends and relatives would endeavour to 
dissuade her from joining herself to a so-, 
ciety of persons, so despised and persecuted 
as the Christians. For, let it be remem-. 
bered, that the religion of Jesus was then 
principally professed by the poor and illi-. 
terate. Whatever might have been the 
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momentary struggle, or whatever the pain 
she felt in displeasing lier connections and 
kindred^ of this we are assured, that im- 
pediments were broken through, and diffi'* 
euUiea overcome, till, %t length, Christ 
being di^iberately chosen as her Master, 
and the saiiits as lier brethren, she was 
numbered with the Chuirch, eren with 
tiu>se who bad obtained Ubt premus fmtk, 
through the kwudedge ofGod^ emd (fJems our 
iMvd. 

. This language may be unintelligible, 
and must be so, to such as are Unacquainted 
with experimental and practical godliness. 
And yet, if there be an importairt moment 
in the life of a rational, and accountable 
being, who is to live in conscious happiness 
or consciaus woe for: ^ver, it is that mo« 
ment when he comes to the full determiiia- 
tion to become a disoiple of the meek and 
lowly Saviour. It is a moment which 
angels welconie^ in which the Redeemelr 
tqdices, while the Chtirch militi^nt adds 
another faithful spldier to her iranks, and 
the Church triutnphant> prepares for him a 
seat in the mansions of felicity and^glory. 
My brethren, bave^oi/^ thus ddliberotely 
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and •decidedly, cast in your lot among 
Grod'ti people, and enrolled yourselves 
among the disciples of Jesus ? Yes ! thanks 
to Almighty Grace, same of you have. You 
have chosen the better party and it shall never be 
teken aioayfrom you : yeu have taken the Lard 
for your God, and he has takenyoufar his peo- 
pk. You often lament that you are not 
more conformed to your Saviour's image, 
and more devoted to his service. But you 
never have repented of your choice, or 
expected again to find happiness in the poor 
beggarly elements of the world. 

To you, beloved in the Lord, however 
poor, however afflicted you may be, to you 
I address myself as my friends and my bre- 
thren. May you never be ashamed of your 
blessed' Master, or of your fellow-sermntSy in 
the kingdom and patience of Jesus ! May you 
ever walk in the light as He is in the liglit and 
have feUmoship one with another. May the blood 
of Christ cleanse y ouirom all your sins I His 
grace support you under all your sorrows ! 
His power defend you in all your dangers ! 
His love impel you to all holy obedience, 
and His intercession sustain you when 



184 THE GRAVE 

looking forward to your own dissolution I 
That so, to use the striking language of 
our Church, when you " shall depart this 
life you may rest in Christ, as our hope is 
this our sister doth. And that at the gene- 
ral resurrection in the last day, you may 
be found acceptable, in his sight, and 
receive that blessing which Gqd's well 
beloved Son shall then pronounce, on all 
that love and fear Him, saying, Gwie, ye 
Udssed childrm of my Father^ receive the Mng- 
dam prepared for you from the beginning of the 

world."' 

Having informed us of the Christian 
profession of Dorcas, the passage before us 
next directs our attention to 

II. Her abounding charitt. This 
woman was full of good works and alms-rdeeds 
which she did. 

It is Christianity which alone can raise 
the other sex to their true dignity and 
proper station in society, and thus fit them 
for the discharge of those various dutieis, 
and those thousand charities of life, which 
so endear the Christian female to every. 
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reflecting mind. It is true, indeed, that 
the more public offices, such as the ruling 
of the state, the administration of justice, 
and the preaching of the Gospel, devolve 
upon men. Yet are there duties which, 
though 'more private, are equally impor- 
tant to the advancement of national pros- 
perity and individual happiness. Many of 
which seem peculiarly adapted to call forth 
the energies, and to excite the sympathies 
of the pious female. Whether, therefore, 
rich or poor, whether in single or married 
life, whether educated or illiterate, there 
is always something which a godly wo- 
man may do to promote the comfort and 
welfexe of the family in which she resides, 
or. the neighbourhood by which .she is 
surrounded. 

If placed in the responsible situation 
of a mistress, a wife, or a mother, she will 
endeavour to diffuse that happiness which 
religion has communicated to her own 
mind, through all the circle, be it smaller 
or larger, in which she moves. She will 
set a bright and Christian example to her 
children and dependants ; an example 
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which/ together with her prayers, shall be 
remembered with gratitude, when she is 
gathered to her fathers and rests in her 
grave. 

Such a woman is,, indeed, a crotcn of 
glory to her husband. His heart doth safdy 
trtfjst in her. Her price is above nUnes. Her 
children rise up in the gate : theycdl her blessed, 
and endeavour to follow her as she followed 
Christ. Nor can it be just matter <rf xe-^ 
proach to such a person, that the calls of 
her family, the superintendance of her 
household, and the Christian education 
of her children, allow her little or no oppor-? 
tunity for collecting for religious societies, 
or engaging in charitable avocations, to 
the extent of those who have not equal 
demands made upon their time and exer* 
tions at home. 

It is here, therefore, that the labors and 
benevolence of single females appear so 
necessary and important. Un^icumbered 
with the cares of life, and free from the 
responsibilities of a wife or a parent, they 
can, in an especial manner, become a 
comforter of the widow and a mother to 
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the orphan. It is their peculiar province, 
as it should be their daily study, to alle- 
viate human misery ; by feeding the hun- 
gry, clothing the naked, and relieving the 
children of poverty and affliction. 

The services rendered to the Church 
of God by such persons, both in ancient 
times and in our own, can never be duly 
estimated. In the days of persecution, the 
Tabithas of the primitive Church have re- 
peatedly engaged in a work of mercy, at 
which every pious heart must melt. When 
the sword of civil power put to death the 
holy men who had been witnesses for the 
truth, these sympathising friends took the 
fatherless children which were left be- 
hind, supporting and educating them as 
th^ir own. 

. And blessed be God I the spirit of pri- 
mitive Christianity has descended to out 
own times, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come. The fires of martyrdom 
no longer rage, and the Church of Christ, 
notwithstanding the malice of earth and 
hell, at present enjoys outward tranquil- 
lity. Yet is there abundant opportunity 



188 THE GBAVK 

for such females to testify their professed 
obedience to the Gospel of Christ, by their 
active exertions in raising funds for the 
extension of his kingdom abroad, and in 
their visits of mercy to the houses of the 
afflicted poor at home. For, let it be re- 
membered, that Scriptural principles can^ 
not fail to discover themselves by holy 
practices, and by a diflfusive charity; a 
charity which shall have for its basis the 
Cross of Christ ; for its motive, the love of 
souls ; for its reward, the approbation of 
Heaven; — which shall only be bounded 
by its means and opportunities, so that 
the character of such pious women shall 
be, they werefuU of good works , and alms- deeds 
which they did. 

How much more honorable do^ such 
persons appear than those, however ex- 
alted by birth or fortune, who. are seen 
living to themselves, and without any re- 
gard to the welfare of others, or to the 
glory of the Redeemer! How truly are 
they to be pitied whose hours glide by 
without the consolations of religion, with- 
out the activity of benevolence, without 
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the benedictions of the poor, the wretched, 
and the helpless ! O tell me ! Who would 
not wish to wipe the falling tear from the 
cheek of some widow or orphan ; to point 
i^ome poor wanderer to the path of piety 
and peace; to comfort some mourning 
spirit, by directing him to the Friend of 
sinners; or to train up some child of po- 
verty and misfortune, in the way that 
leads to glory, honor, immortality, and 
eternal life? 

These are some of the good works in 
which Christians of both sexes, of all ages, 
and of every condition, will find it their 
happiness and honor to engage. Nor will 
the Great Head of the Church forget such 
labors of love. He will remember them 
in that day when He ** shall come again 
in his glorious majesty;" not, indeed, for 
their intrinsic value, but because they 
were done out of love to him : for thus it is 
written ; W?ien the Son of man shall come in 
his glory y and all the holy angds with him, 
then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory : 
and before him shall be gather^ all nations : 
and he shall separate them one from another, as 
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a shepherd dmdeth his sheep from the goats : 
and he shall set the sheep on his right handy but 
the goats on the left. Then shall the King say 
unto them on his right hand. Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you fromthe foundation of the world. For I was 
an hungered^ and ye gave me meat : I was thirsty , 
and ye gctoe me drink : I was a stranger, aaiidye 
took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: luxis 
sicky and ye visited me : I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer 
him^ saying i Lord, when saw we thee an hun- 
gered, and fed thee ? or thirsty, and gave thee 
drink ? When saw we thee a stranger, and took 
thee in ? or naked, and clothed thee ? Or when 
saw we tfiee sick, or in prison, and came unto 
thee ? And the King shall answer and say unto 
them, Verily I say unto you. Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

But I hasten to notice the third division 
of our subject. We have already con- 
sidered the Christian profession, and the 
abounding charity of Tabitha. It remains 
only that we direct your devout atten- 
tion to 
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m. Her sickness and death. And 
U came to pass in those days that she was sick 
and died. 

Thus calmly and peacefully does the 
sacred historian spealc of the death of a 
disciple of Jesus. We are not informed 
of the length of time, during which she 
was under the power of disease, previous 
to her decease; or of any of the attendant 
circumstances. Nor is it necessary to 
know them — It is sufficient to learn that 
she was a disciple of Christ; that she 
proved the reality of her religion by the 
holiness and benevolence of her life ; and 
that, at length, the Saviour took her to 
himself. The closing scene is not the same 
with every real child of God. Some are 
permitted to have a blessed foretaste of 
heaven long before they arrive at those 
glorious regions. Others are called to pass 
through acute pain, during the taking 
down of this earthly house of their tabernacle. 
In thelatter case, it frequently hiEq>pens that 
the mind, sympathising with the body, is 
depressed and dejected, even on the very 
verge of a blessed immortality. Our times 
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are in God's hands, and all these events 
must be left to his Infinite Wisdom and 
Goodness. It is not to the mere expres- 
sions of the dying pillow, so much as to 
the practical piety, and simple faith, and 
holy consistency of the life, that we are to 
look for the evidence of a sound and Scrip- 
tural conversion. 

The deadly sleep of Tafoitha was, in- 
deed, but of short continuance. The 
word of the Apostle, attended by the 
mighty power of God, speedily restored 
her to life. Miracles, however, are no 
longer vouchsafed to the Church ; nor have 
the heralds of mercy any power to heal 
the sick, or to recal the dead. We are 
met together this evening, not to raise 
from the cofiin, but to commit to the 
grave the mortal remains of our respected 
sister. Still, however, would we rejoice 
in the confident assurance and delightful 
anticipation, that the same Divine power 
which raised Tabitha from the dead, shall, 
at the last day, recover from the dominion 
of death the body of our Christian friend 
here departed. 
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With the solemnities of that day in view, 
we entreat you all to improve the present 
mournful occasion. Realize for a moment 
that awful scene, which shall, then, be no 
longer a matter of faith, but of sight. Be- 
hold the graves opening, not to receive but 
to restore their inhabitants ! See the Lord 
Jesus making his appearance, and taking 
his seat on the great white throne ! View the 
countless millions at his bar. The separation 
is made of the righteous from the wicked, 
of the sinner from the saint. The judgment 
is self and the books are opened. All your sins 
are brought to light before an assembled 
world. The careless trifler and the pro- 
fane scoffer can trifle and ridicule no more. 
The Lord Christ, no longer the despised 
Nazarene, but the glorious Judge of quick 
and dead, speaks ; while men and angels 
listen. To the joyful company on his right 
hand, he addresses the language of peace : 
Come^ ye bkssed children of my Father ^ receive 
the kingdom prepared for you from tlt^ founda- 
tion of the world. — To the trembling mul- 
titude on his left, he speaks no such wel- 
come tidings. Once he besought them in 

K 
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his Gospel with words of mercy, and invited 
them to come unto Him that they might 
have life ; but, then, they would not come, 
and, now, they cannot. The Lamb of God 
discovers himself as the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah; and to those his enemies, who would 
not that he should reign over them, to 
such he speaks in words of terror and of 
wrath : Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting Jire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. The awful 
sentence is scarcely pronounced before it 
is carried into execution ; while the faith- 
ful servants of Jesus retire from the seat of 
judgment, and take their flight to the realms 
of immortality and joy. The wicked shall 
go away into everlasting punishment: but the 
?ighteous into life eternal. 

And now, my brethren, sufffer me to ask 
you, which station you would then wish to 
occupy ; the right hand, or the left ? I ap- 
peal from your present vain and worldly 
thoughts, to those which will, assuredly, 
fill your minds at the coming of this great 
day of the Lord. Assembled in the house 
of prayer, and around the sleeping dust of 
one whom we all esteemed and respected, 
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I call upon you to consider your latter endy 
and to prepare to meet your God. 

Cati it be that you hesitate ? Is there still 
the unholy reserve? the sad determination, 
that, when the solemnities of this evening 
shall be over, you will again return to your 
former neglect of God, and to a life . of 
worldliness or folly? . If so, may the Lord 
-have pity upon you; and give you a better 
.knowledge of your highest interests, and 
save you from the ruin which at present 
awaits you ! For believe me, my brethren, 
it is a fearful thing to faUinto the hands of the 
living God, since to the hardened and to 
the impenitent. He is a consuming fire. — 
Knomngy therefore y the terrors of the Lord, toe 
^tvould persuade men. We would beseech, yea 
conjure^ you in Christ's stead to be recon- 
. oiled unto God : while as the ambassadors 
of mercy and the heralds of the Cross of 
Jesus, we delight to proclaim to you that 
God hath made him to he sin for us who knew no 
siuy that toe might be made the inghteousness of 
God in him. 

And, oh! remember, how often, and how 
faithfully, this message has been declared 

K 2 . 
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to you, by your esteemed Vicar*, who for 
a long period resided among you ; and by 
those who, since his removal to a distant 
parish, have endeavoured to tread in his 
steps, and to watch for your souis as those 
that must give an account. But are they the 
only persons who must give that account ? 
Have you none to render to God for all 
your spiritual advantages and religious pri- 
vileges ? Is it nothing, that the Gospel of 
the grace of God has been faithfully preached 
to you for a long series of years ? Has not 
our Lord declared, that where much is given, 
much shall be required? Oh rest assured that 
the mere hearing the word of life, unat- 
tended by faith, and obedience, andholiness, 
will never save, can never save you frotti 
eternal fire. God grant, that the solemn 
services of this evening may have a salu- 
tary effect upon your minds, and lead you 
to get prepared for that day, when The Lord 

* The Rev. T. G. Tyndale, M. A. Vicar of Wooburn, 
Bucks, and Rector of Holton, Oxon; whose name the 
author of this little volume cannot mention, without an 
expression of the most sincere respect, and most cordial 
affection. 
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Jesus shall be revealed from heaven mth his 
mighty angels ; in flaming fire taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
who shaU be punished mth everlasting destrvc- 
lion from the presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of his power. 

We rejoice, however, to know, that to 
some now present we can address the lan- 
guage of congratulation, found in the verse 
immediately following : Our testimony among 
you was believed. Yes, blessed be the Lord ! 
there are those here to whom the preach- 
ing of the Cross has proved indeed the 
power of God. And what, beloved, shall 
I say to you? Oh! let me remind you 
that Jesus shall come to be glorified in his saints y 
and to be admired in all them that believe. Let 
me assure you, that you are not forgotten 
in the prayers of him who labors among 
you ; or in the supplications of those who 
had once the charge of your souls, but who 
now reside at a distance from this place. 
Nor do I know that I can better express 
their wishes for you, or my own, than in 
the words of St. Paul : Wherefore fllso we 
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pray always for youy that our God would count 
you worthy of this calling ; and fulfil all the 
good pleasure of his goodness ^ and the work of 
faith with power; that the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in 
him; according to the grace of our Gody and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But it will naturally be expected, that 
I should not conclude this discourse, with- 
out adverting to the character of her, around 
whose grave we are this evening assembled. 
With the circumstances and occasion of 
her conversion I am not acquainted. Nor 
am I able to state, at what period of her 
life, or under whose ministry, it pleased 
God to call her out of darkness into his marvel- 
hus light. That there were some particu- 
lars of an interesting and instructive na* 
ture connected with this part of her his- 
tory, I have reason to believe, from a con- 
versation that once passed between us, 
when I had the happiness, some few years 
back, ofresiding among you, and proclaim- 
ing to you, from this place, the word of rcr 
conciliation. Her retiring modesty, however. 
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would not allow her to communicate, what, 
I doubt not, would have been for our edi- 
fication and consolation this evening. 

Yet, let it not be forgotten, that the 
grand criterion by which our Lord has 
taught us to judge of the reality of reli- 
gion, in ourselves and others, is the effect 
which it produces in the life and conversa- 
tion : by their fruits ye shall know them. It 
shall, therefore, be my endeavour to point 
out a few of those characteristic marks, by 
which our departed friend was manifestly 
declared to be a real Christian. Doubt- 
less she had her failings, and infirmities ; 
but I hesitate not to say that all I heard 
of her from others, and all that I witnessed 
in her conduct myself, led me to this con- 
clusion, that it was her habitual aim and 
grand object so to walk as to please God. 
Among these characteristic marks, let me 
mention, 

1 . Her sincere love to the cause and to the 
people of God. — It has been well and often 
observed, that the love of the brethren is 
only second in importance to the love of 
the Saviour;— or rather, that the one springs 
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from the other ; for he that loveth him that 
begat, loveth him also that is begotten rf fdm. 
However the ungodly may ridicule the 
idea, there is a golden cord of brotherly 
affection which binds to their Common Pa- 
rent, and to each other, the whole family of 
the faithful. The effect may not always be 
union of sentiment; but it cannot fail to 
be union of spirit. To such a soul, the 
cause and the people of Christ are dear 
and sacred. And such truly they were to 
our departed friend. The extension of her 
Redeemer's kingdom was an object near 
to her heart ; and although, herself, a con- 
scientious member of the Church of En- 
gland, she could look upon the labors and 
success of other denominations with Chris- 
tian charity and holy joy. Yes, wherever 
she beheld the work of the Spirit, and the 
image of her Saviour, displayed in a holy 
walk and pious conversation, there she 
recognized the finger of God, and was 
happy to embrace every opportunity of 
shewing her respect and esteem for such 
characters. 

How liberally she contributed to the 
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support of your local charities, I need not 
remind you ; or how readily she lent her 
aid to those noble Institutions, whose grand 
object is to diffuse Christian knowledge 
at home, or to propagate the Gospel 
abroad. Our Bible and Missionary So- 
cieties found in her a firm friend and a 
cordial well-wisher ; one who, I doubt 
not, gave her prayers as well as her pe- 
cuniary assistance, and often supplicated 
the throne of grace that God's ways might 
be known upon earth, His saving health 
among all nations. — But let me further 
notice, 

2. Her ferverU dedre for the sdvation of her 
kindred. — And here, were it proper, I could 
tell of some among her relatives, whom she 
often mentioned to me, with expressions 
of the most earnest solicitude for their 
eternal interests. Yes, let them know 
that she, whose mortal remains we have 
just deposited in the grave, longed greatly 
for their conversion to God, and prayed 
fervently on their account. Oh that those 
prayers may be abundantly and speedily 
answered! May the affecting services of 
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this day be followed up by a full dedica- 
tion of themselves to God! To these her 
beloved friends and connectioas, she bdng 
dead yet speaketh. And what is the voice 
which issues from her grave ? O. that you 
were wise, that you understood this, that 
you would consider your latter end ; that 
you would make your peace with God 
through the Cross of Jesus ! that, forsaking 
the pomps and vanities of the world, you 
would seek happiness where alone it can 
be found ; that, becoming wiseunto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus, you 
might be prepared to '* pass through the 
grave and gate of death, to a joyful resur- 
rection, and to eternal glory." God grant 
that the voice of this dispensation may be 
heard by this parish at large, and especially 
by those who are nearly related to our der 
ceased friend. Thus may the death of 
one be the spiritual life of many, and the 
tears of affectionate regard shed over her 
grave, be the prelude to the tear of godly 
sorrow and holy, joy in this world, and to 
a smile without a tear in the blessed world 
to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord 1 
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I must not, however, omit to mention 
one point in which she peculiarly excelled ; 
namely, 

3. Her Christian liberality to the poor, — I 
say Christian liberality, because I believe 
it to have been founded on Christian prin- 
ciples, and nourished by Christian motives. 
She remembered that she was only a 
steward of the property which she en- 
joyed ; and that the period would come, 
when she must render her account to God. 
That period has at length arrived. Many 
persons, with her means, would have kept 
up a much larger establishment, and spent 
their money upon their own gratification. 
Our departed friend did not thus act ; for 
she feared God. Naturally of a generous 
disposition, some may perhaps feel dis- 
posed to conclude that her liberality was 
the effect of constitutional temperament, 
rather than Scriptural principles. If this 
be the case, how do we account for it, that 
her bounty seemed always to have regard to 
the soul equally with the body ? To instruct 
:the poor, to reclaim the wanderer from 
his evil paths, to teach little children the 
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way to Christ and to heaven, were, in her 
estimation, equally important with the 
supply of their temporal necessities, the 
healing of the sick, or the relief of the 
suffering and the destitute. 

For 21 series of years, you are aware, that 
she clothed and taught a number of poor 
children ; some of whom I see before me 
this evening, testifying their love to her 
person, and their respect to her memory, 
by their attendance at her grave. You, 
my dear young friends, will not soon for- 
get her kindness to you or to your parents. 
You know well, that wherever affliction 
or misfortune had visited the cottages of 
the poor, her liberal assistance was readily 
afforded. Yes ! this woman urns full cf good 
works and alms-deeds which she did. Nor 
shall I soon cease to remember the plea- 
sure I experienced, while ministering 
among you, at seeing our departed friend 
and her valuable coadjutor, like two an- 
gels of mercy, engaged in their daily 
walks of piety and charity ; and not un- 
frequently met by the benedictions of the 
fatherless and the friendless. 
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But I may yet be told, that there may 
be all this without any sense of sin, or 
any hope in Christ Jesus the Lord. And, 
truly, were this last feature wanting, which 
I am just about to mention ; were there 
no satisfactory reason to believe that she 
came as a sinner to our I^edeemer, that in 
Him she might find pardon and peace ; I 
would not be the preacher to express my 
assurance that she was gone to the realms 
of immortality and glory. — Notice then, 

4. Her smpk dependence upon the merit 
of Christ.— In her Saviour's cross cen- 
tered all her hopes for acceptance with 
God in this world, and for the enjoyment 
of Him for ever in heaven. Her charity, 
and almsgiving, and benevolence she 
counted but loss that she might win Christy 
and be found in Him, not having on her own 
righteousfiess, but that which is by the faith 
of Christy the righteousness which is of God 
by faith. From all the conversations that 
I ever had with her in years that are past, 
and from the few expressions uttered by 
her in the season of affliction, and on the 
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very verge of eternity ; from all, we collect 
this, — 'that she felt herself to be a poor, 
wretched, miserable sinner, and that all her 
hope and confidence rested on the mercy 
of God, through the sacrifice and. inter- 
cession of Christ. The nature of her dis- 
order preventing her from much speaking, 
we have been deprived of that ample dying 
testimony which might have cheered and 
animated us this day. Jesus however, 
we doubt not, was with her while passing 
through the waters; and at the period 
which his Infinite Wisdom saw best, he took 
her to himself. She fell asleep in Jesus — Ske 
vms sick and died. 

, But I forbear to enlarge. May you, my 
dear brethren, by mutual kindness and 
benevolence, endeavour to make up to 
each other, and especially to the poor, the 
loss which this parish has sustained in her 
removal. May the children, who were 
the peculiar objects of her bounty, re- 
member her instruction and follow her 
example, as far as she followed Christ. 
And, at the morning of the resurrection, 
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may we meet again, with the smile of gra- 
titude and joy, in that happier state where 
sin and sorrow, affliction and death, are 
for ever excluded; there to celebrate, 
with the spirits of Just men made perfect, the 
praises of Redeeming Grace, for ever and 
ever! Amen. 
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ITS 

ULTIMATE OBJECT AND PRESENT DUTIES. 



1 TIM. iv. 10. 
Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine ; 
continue in tJiem : for in doing this thou shalt 
both save thyself and them that hear thee* 

Dearly beloved in the Lord, various are 
the sensations vsrith which I appear before 
you this day, to enter upon the duties of 
that office, in which your kindness has 
placed me. But while, I trust, unfeigned- 
ly thankful to Almighty God, for having 
blessed and prospered your unwearied ef- 
forts in my favor ; and while tendering also 
to you my grateful acknowledgments , for 
those exertions, allow me freely to confess, 
that a feeling, very different from exulta- 
tion, now occupies my mind ; even the pain- 
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ful sense of my own insufficiency, to fill 
aright an office, of which the duties are so 
sacred, and the responsibilities so awful. 

To stand^ up in the name of the Majesty 
of Heaven ; to be an ambassador of the 
King Eternal, Immortal, Invisible ; to be 
intrusted with a message, which none may 
hear with indifference, or reject with im- 
punity ; but which will prove to all a savor 
of life unto life^or of death unto ^a^A,— might 
lead us to tremble, even were it only a very 
limited number among whom we had to 
open our commission. But when we have 
to bear the humblest part in the ministerial 
duties of a parish, containing a population 
of between fifty and sixty thousand souls, 
well may we exclaim with St. Paul, Who 
is sufficient for these things ? Our anxieties 
are however alleviated by the recollection, 
that it was to this very individual, who, 
though not a whit behind the very chief est of 
the AjH)stles considered himBelfnot worthy to be 
called an Apostle, that the great Head of the 
Church was pleased to declare. My grace 
is sufficient for thee; my strength shall be 
made perfect in weakness. 
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But, feeble and unworthy as the minister 
of Christ acknowledges himself, he would 
ever remember he has an important task 
to perform ; and how to perform it aright, 
is the subject of his perpetual solicitude 
an^ . unceasing inquiry. To such an in- 
quiry the text gives a plain and important 
answer : Take heed unto thy self y and unto the 
doctrine; continue in them : for in doing this 
thou shalt both save thyself and them that 
hear thee. In this passage we have two 
things presented to our notice. ^ 

I. The glorious object of the 

Christian minister's ambition. 
II. The only means by which that 

object can be realized. 

I. The glorious object of the 
Christian minister's ambition. 

Is it the accumulation of wealth ? Alas ! 
what is a man prqfitedy if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own souly through having 
neglected to warn those committed to his 
care ? Is it the applause of the multitude ? 
What, though he could speak with the 
tongues of men and of angels ! — ^what, though 
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he could charm and enrapture attenl 
thousands, who should bang od his li 
md to whom he should be as a very li}\ 
tat^tftHt Ikat hath a pleasant voice ! — « 
these his only qualifications for the mil 
tnr of the word, he would prove but 
stmnJiiig htus or a thikiing cifmhat, \ 
Christian miuister's object then is two^ 

I , ?t» naix himself'. 

We are not from this e 
ihai he has any power o 
;.i save either him 
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he could charm and enrapture attentive 
thousands, who should bang on his lips, 
and to whom he should be as a very lovely 
song of one that hath a pleasant voice ! — ^were 
these his only qualifications for the minis- 
try of the word, be would prove but as 
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. The 
Christian minister's object then is two-fold. 
1 . To save himself. 

'We are not from this expression to infer, 
that he has any power of his own by which 
to save either himself or his hearers. All 
salvation, from its commencement to its 
completion, is owing to the free grace of 
God in Christ Jesus. The messengers of 
the Churches are only humble instruments 
in his hand, for the accomplishment of 
his purposes of mercy to a lost world. 
But in. order faithfully, consistently, 
'and effectually to exhibit Divine truth to 
•oMe^'^, they must first experience a deep 
(fonviction of the importance of personal 
religion. No man will ever be truly soli- 
citous* respecting the salvation of the flock, 
who 'is indifferent about his own. Nor will 
that indifference be removed, until the 
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light of Divine truth has been admitted 
into his heart, discovering the depravity 
of his nature, together with his need of 
the'^atoning merit of the Saviour, and the 
Divine teachings of the Holy Spirit ; then, 
and not till then, will his grand object be 
that of the Apostle, to save himself and 
them that hear him : not himself, without 
those that, hear him ; not those that hear 
him, without himself. 
' And can there be the least fear, that 
any, who minister in holy things, may them- 
selves fail of attaining everlasting life ? On 
no other supposition can we understand 
the assertion of our Saviour, — Many will 
say unto mCy in that day^ Lord, Lord, have ive 
not prophesied in thy name ; and in thy name, 
cast. out devils.; arid in thy name^done nmny 
wonderful works ? And then will I profess unto 
* theniy I never knew you ; depart from me, ye 
thnt.work iniquity. And is not the same aw- 
ful possibility evidently implied in the de'- 
claration . of th e Apostle Paul ? Every man 
' that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all 
things. Now, they do it to obtain a corruptible 
crown, but we an incorruptible : /, therefore. 
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SO runy not as uncertainly ; so fight I^not asom 
that beateth the air; but 1 keep under my body, 
and bring it into subjection: lest that by any 
means y after I have preached unto others y I my- 
selfshouM be a cast^away. And does not my 
text also contain an intimation^ that if 
Timothy did npt take heed to himself, as 
well as to his doctrine, he would neither 
save himself, nor them that heard him ? 

This then is to be our first object — to be 
saved ourselves. God grant that it may 
be accomplished ! May we never preach 
an unfelt repentance, — nor exhibit a cru- 
cified Saviour to the world in whom we 
believe not ; — ^nor proclaim a holy doctrine, 
while we lead an unholy life; — nor point 
out the work and offices of the Holy 
Spirit to others, without being, ourselves, 
guided and cheered by His sacred influ- 
ences. We tremble at our unworthiness 
and insufficiency ; and yet we cannot but 
Hidulge the hope of obtaining that prize 
ourselves, which we hold forth to you, and 
look forward from the labors and sorrows of 
the Church militant, to the rest and glory 
of the Church triumphant. But are we 
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content to enter the realms of blessedness 
alone^ unaccompanied by you ? Assuredly 
not, my brethren. We sincerely desire 
to see you among that innumerable company, 
wham no man can number; out of all nations, 
and kindreds f and people, and tongues, stand-^ 
ing before the throne and before the Lamb ; 
and serving God day and night in his temple. 
This leads me to the other part of the ob- 
ject to which the Christian minister's am^ 
bition is directed ; namely, 

2. To save them that hear him. 

Not that he ever expects to accomplish 
this, anymore than to save himself, by his 
own power. It is to the Divine assistance 
and blessing, accompanying his faithful, 
though imperfect, endeavours,-^ bringing 
home the word of truth to the careless, — 
darting an arrow of conviction into the 
breast of the unconverted, — enabling the 
mourner in Zion to behcdd the Redeemer, 
as made unto him of God, wisdom, and rigtH- 
eousness, and sanctification, and redemption ; 
and leading those, who, through grace, have 
believed, carefully to maintain good works, and 
to be faithful unto death ;— it is through this 
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power and grace alone, that he hopes to be 
instrumental in saving those that hear him. 
And will any thing less than this satisfy 
us ? We have felt all your kind attention ; 
but suffer me to assure you, we can be 
contented with nothing that falls short of 
a full surrender of your hearts to your 
gracious Redeemer. For what did he 
come down from heaven^ and give his life a 
ransom for many? — for what AiA. he endure 
the cross, despising the shame ?r— for what is 
he now set down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high ? — ^Was it not that his name 
rmght be made known among all ru^msfor the 
obedience of faith ?— that mankind might be 
delivered from the power of darkness, and trans- 
lated into the kingdom of God's dear Sm; — that 
they might have redemption in his bloody even 
the forgiveness of sins ;— that they might be 
made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in light; and, after having had fAeir 
dtkersation as becometh the Gospel of Christ; 
and adorned their profession of that Gospel 
in all things, might ^mA their course with 
joy, and. enter upon the rest which remaineth for 
the peopk of God. 
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Ever remember then, my dear brethren, 
that our aim is not to amuse, but to profit 
y6u ; not to please, but to save you. I 
trust we can appeal to God, that we would 
rather endure reproaches and hostility, 
during a few short years on earth, so that 
we might but bring many of you to eternal 
glory at last ; than we would be caressed, 
honored, and enriched by you, and yet 
see you live without Christ, die without 
hope, and find you at the left hand of the 
Judge, in the great day of his appearing. 

These, at least, are the feelings of our 
best and happiest moments. We confess 
we are but too prone to lose sight of our 
great object; to be ambitious of your fa- 
vour, rather than your edification; and 
of your momentary applause, rather than 
your eternal welfare. We, who shew unto 
you the way of salvation, are but men of 
Ukfpasmns withy our stives . Constantly, I as* 
sure you, do we need the grace of God 
that we may be followers of the meek and 
lowly Saviour, in private ; and that, in all 
our public ministrations, we may watch for 
your souls as those that must give an account; 

L 2 
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that we may do it with Joy, and not with grief. 
This leads me to the second part of my 
subject, which is to consider 

II. The only means by which that 

OBJECT CAN BE REALIZED. 

In the Revelation which it has pleased 
the Almighty to make of himself to man* 
kind, we see cause not only to admire the 
Divine benevolence, unfolding to our view 
glory, and honor, and immortality ; but also 
to adore the Divine compassion, conde- 
scending to our weakness, and instructing 
us in our duty. Here, we behold the Chris- 
tian minister furnished with the weapons 
of the spiritual warfare, as well as animated 
with the exhibition of the conqueror's 
crown, and taught, not only to look for- 
ward with hope, but to look inward with 
vigilance. 

1 • Take heed unto thyself. 

The importance of this exhortation may 
be partially felt and acknowledged in thds 
world ; but it is reserved for the neM, fully 
to discover it in all its bearings and con- 
sequences. It is possible indeed, that he 
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who disregards it may yet be made the 
instrument of conversion to others. But 
what will this avail him, if he remain un- 
converted himself? Or what pleasure can 
he derive from the consideration, that by 
his public ministry he is preparing others 
for a state of glory, from which, by his pri- 
vate life, he is excluding himself. How ne- 
cessary then the Apostolic caution. Take 
heed tmto thyself! 

Take heed, thatthouapprovethyselfuntoGod. 
— May we remember. His eye is ever on Us ; 
that He regards the motive and the heart ; 
— that the poorest and apparently most 
inefficient services, if proceeding frotn 
Christian principles, and performed in a 
Christian spirit, will be graciously accept- 
ed and succeeded ; while the most laboured 
or' eloquent discourses, if delivered in de- 
pendence on our own powers, rather than 
his grace,— or in hope of advancing our 
own reputation, rather than his glory,— 
will be rejected by Him who has declared. 
Not by power nor by mighty but by my Spirit^ 
saith the Lord of Hosts; and who has left it 
on record. All the Churches shall know that I 

L 3 
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am he which searchetk the reins and hearts, 
and I will give unto every one of you according 
to your works. — But take heed also 

That thou be an aisampk to thejiock. — -The 
world around us do not merely inquire how 
•we preach, but how we live. Awful indeed is 
the condition of such as, set apart for the 
pastoral office, and called by their profes- 
sion to be patterns to the flock, are never- 
theless found serving divers lusts and plea- 
sures, and living without God in the world. 
Alas ! how little are such persons aware of 
the dreadful consequences of their conduct- 
The careless and the profane rejoice in 
the conclusion, that there cannot be much 
truth in those denunciations of wrath, 
which, though delivered from the pidpit, 
have so little efi'ect upon the life : and many 
have thus become infidels, and have boldly 
asserted that Religion was mere priest- 
craft, and the Bible a mere fable; or they, 
who professed the one and explained the 
other, would not dare to act in such direct 
opposition to both. 

May God help us to look well unto our- 
selves, that this may never be our case, 
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but that, by pureness, by knowledge, by long- 
sufferings by kifidness, by the Holy Ghost, by 
love unfeigned, tve may approve ourselves to 
every mans conscience as the ministers of God. 

• 2. Take heed unto the doctrine, 

• While the ambassador of Christ is to 
beware, lest there be any thing in his con- 
duct or conversation unbecoming his high 
and responsible office, he is also to take heed 
unto the ministry that he hath received in the 
Lord, that he fulfil it. 

The term doctrine here includes the 
whole of the revealed will of God, whether 
consisting, of .doctrines or duties, precepts 
or promises, denunciations of wrath, or 
offers of mercy. But as purity of doctrine 
has an intimate connection with purity of 
heart and life ; and as some declaration of 
those doctrines, which I purpose by God's 
grace to preach among you, may justly be 
expected from me on the . present occa- 
sion ; allow me to state, that, in humble re- 
liance on the Divine assistance, I will in 
my ministrations among you take heed that 
the doctrine delivered be 
: Drawfifrom the pure word of God. 

L 4 
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In pursuing this course, the depravity of 
man, and his utter inability to saVe himself, 
will be accompanied with an exhibition of 
the character, atonement, and intercession 
of our Saviour Christ. At the same time 
will be pointed out, the personality, wotk, 
and offices of the Holy Spirit. These im- 
portant and fundamental Scripture truths 
it shall be ouf constant aim and endeavour 
to exhibit, in the manner and connection 
in which we find them in the Oracles of 
God. While we shall declare to you, that 
the heart of man is deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked; — ^that in our Jlesh 
dwdkth no thing that is good;^ — that there is 
none righteous, no not one : we shall not he- 
sitate to state, timtmBXi is without strength;-^ 
that ?w man can come to Christ except the Father 
draw him;^—th^.t he is not si^identtf himself 
to tfiink any thing as of himself ; — and that 
without Christ he can do nothing. 

While we shall assert, that God hath 

. saved us, and called us with an holy calling , not 

according to our works, hut according to his own 

purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ 

Jesus before the world began ; — that Chri^ 
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hath pawer over aU Jltsh, that he may give 
eternal life to as many as God hath given him ; 
and tbat^V is not of him that wilkth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God which sheweth mercy : 
we shall also proclaim^ that Christ gave 
himself a ranson for all; that he is the propi- 
tiation for the sins of the whole world, having 
by the grace of God tasted death for every man ; 
and that whosoever believeth in him shall not 
perish, but have everlasting life. 

We shall indeed endeavour to encourage 
the saint of God, by assuring him, that he 
shall be Aqo^ by the power of God throughfaith 
unto salvation; that ChrisCs sheep shall never 
perish, neither shall any be able to pluck them 
out of his hand; that in all things he shall be 
mare than conqueror, through Him wfto hath 
loved him ; and that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 
him from the love of God widch is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. But we shall at the same 
time remind him, that they that are Christ's 
have crudfied the flesh with the affections and 
lusts; that if any man be in Christ, he is a 

L6 
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new creature ; that the fiml of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gerUleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance ; and that 
unthout holiness, no man shall see the Lord. 

Hence also, finally, we shall not only 
congratulate the real Christian, that God, 
who commandelh the light to shim out of dark- 
ness, hath shined into his heart, to give him the 
light of the knowledge of the glory if God in the 
face of Jesus Christ; but shall also charge 
him, to let that light so shine before men, 
that they may see his good works, and glorify 
his Father which is in heaven. Ever accom- 
panying our exhibition of Christian privi- 
lege, with an enforcement of Christian 
obligation ; and pointing out, not only the 
comforts and hopes which result from the 
first coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
great humility, but also those solemn con- 
siderations and powerful motives, which 
connect themselves with his coming again 
in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick 
and the dead. This leads me to state, that 
the doctrines preached among you, shall 
not only be drawn from the word of God, 
but also 
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Expounded according to the Articles and 
Uturgyofour Church. 

Proceeding upon this principle, while 
we shall declare from time to time, that 
" Original sin standeth not in the following 
of Adam (as the Pelagians do vainly talk), 
but is the fault and corruption of the nature 
of every man, that naturally is engendered 
of the offspring of Adam ; whereby man is 
very far gone from original righteousness, 
and is of his own nature inclined to evil, 
so that the flesh lusteth alway contrary to 
the Spirit ; and therefore, in every person 
bom into this world, it deserveth God's 
wrath and damnation*;" — we shall also de- 
clare, that " Christ, very God and very 
man, truly suffered, was crucified, dead 
and buried, to reconcile his Father to us, 
and to be a sacrifice, not only for original 
guilt, but also for actual sins of men f." 

We shall indeed explain "Predestina- 
tion to life as the everlasting purpose of 
God, whereby (before the foundations of 
the world were laid) he hath constantly 

♦Article IX. f Article 11. 
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decreed, by his counsel, sec)ret to us, to 
deliver from curse and damnation those 
whom he hath chosen in Christ out of man- 
kind, and to bring them by Christ to ever- 
lasting salvation, as vessels made to honor ;" 
but shall guard the doctrine from abuse, 
by declaring, that " for curious and carnal 
persons, lacking the Spirit of Christ, to 
have continually before their 6yes the 
sentence of God's predestination, is a most 
dangerous downfal, whereby the devil doth 
thrust them either into desperation, or into 
wretchlessness of most uilclean living, no 
less perilous than desperation ;" and that 
'' furthermore, we must receive God'^ pro- 
mises in such wise as they be generally 
set forth to us in holy Scripture ; and that 
in our doings, that will of God is td be 
followed, which we have expressly declared 
unto us in the word of God*." 

While we shall point out God the Holy 
Ghost as the " Sanctifier of all* the elect 
people of God f ;" we shall akb exhibit our 
Saviour Christ as having "made (by his 

* Article XVIi. f Catechism. 
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oblation of himself once offered) a full, 
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblaition, 
and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole 
world* ;" and that this *' offering of Christ 
once made, is that perfect redemption, 
propitiation, and satisfaction for all the 
&ins of the whole world, both original and 
actual ; and that there is none other satis- 
factioh for sin, but that alone f ." 

Finally, though we shall unhesitatingly 
state to you, that *' the condition of man 
after the fall of Adam is such, that he can- 
not turn and prepare himself, by his own 
natural strength and good works, to faith, 
and calling upon God;"— that ** we have 
no power to do good works pleasant and 
acceptable to God, without the grace of 
God by Christ preventing us, that we may 
have a good will, and working with us, 
when we have that good will ;" — and that 
^*we are accounted righteous before God, 
only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, by Faith, and not for our 
own works or deservings ; and that we are 
justified by faith only, is a most wholesome 

* Commanion Service, f Article XXXI. 
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doctrine, and very full of comfort" ;" — yet 
shall we endeavour perpetually to urge 
upon your notice,lhat ' 'Good Works are the 
fruits of Faith, and follow after justification; 
and that albeit tliey cannot put away our 
sins, and endure the severity of God's 
judgments, yet are they pleasant and ac- 
ceptable to God in Christ, and do spring 
out tiecessarili/ of a true and lively faith ; in- 
somuch that, by them, a lively faith may be 
as evidently known, as a tree discerned by 
thefruitt." 

Thus shall we aim and labor, in humble 
dependance on Divine grace, to take heed 
unto ourselves and unto the doctrine. One 
particular, however, mentioned by the 
Apostle, remains yet to be noticed. 

3. Continue in them. 

Alas ! even in the early stages of Chris- 
tianity, there were those who deserted 
the standard of the Cross, after having 
ranged themselves under its banner; and 
of whose return to the Saviour and to the 
Church, we find nothing recorded in Holy 
Scripture. St. John informs us of certain 

^^ * Article X. t Article XII. J 
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disciples of our Lord, who^ offended at his 
assertion,— iVb man can come unto me except 
it were given unto him of my Father — went 
back 9 and walked no more with Him, And 
St. Paul al$o tells us of some, who had 
forsaken himy having loved this present world; 
and of others, who, having put away faith 
and a good conscience^ concerning faith had 
made shipwreck. 

Would to God that apostasy had been 
confined to the days of the Apostles and to 
the primitive Church ! But, oh ! how many 
in all ages of the world, and in our own, 
have departed from the simplicity of the 
Gospel ; and though they once took heed 
unto themselves and unto the doctrine, they 
have not continued in them. 

How awful the condition of such a cha- 
racter ! He set out for the kingdom of God, 
but afterwards looked back. In order to 
flatter the vanity, and obtain the patron- 
age of the rich or the noble, he became 
more conformed to the world, and, taking 
less heed to himself, took also less heed to 
his doctrine. Once, he was a follower of 
the meek and lowly Saviour, but, at length, 
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being lifted up with pride, he fell into 
the condemnation of the devil. Once, 
every thing was made subservient to the 
advancement of his Master's glory and the 
salvation of his flock ; but now, alas! every 
thing — not excepting his public ministry — 
is made to bend to the promotion of his own 
secular interests. 

By unhallowed means, he seeks to 
gratify the taste, rather than alarm the 
fears, of the careless audience ; and pro- 
claims peace to the rich worldling, con- 
trary to the word of God and the dictates 
of his own conscience. Perhaps, he suc- 
ceeds in attaining his object ;— enjoys 
emolument and dignity, as the reward of 
his iniquity, or rather possesses, without 
ergoying them. The remembrance of his 
apostasy imbitters all his pleasures, and 
makefe him tremble at the thought of that 
day, when he must stand before Him, 
who has declared. Whosoever shall be 
asharried of me and of my words in this adtdte" 
torn and sinful generation ; of him shall the 
Sm ofmxifi he ashamed, when he cometh in tfie 
glory of his Father with the holy angels. 
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How different the feelings and prospects 
of that man, who, taught by Divine grace 
to take heed unto himself and unto the 
doctrine, has been also enabled by that 
grace, to continue in them ! Stedfast, tm- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, he knows that his labor is not in 
vain in the Lord. His faithful ministry has 
perhaps excited the opposition of the 
formal and the careless; and his holy life 
provoked the sneer of the profane and the 
profligate. He has possibly suffered the 
loss of wealth and honor for Christ's sake, 
or has gained them with a good con* 
science*, enjoyed them with a grateful 
heart, and used them for the welfare of 
others. 

Ah, what are the sensations of such a 
hmn, when about to exchange the labors 
of time for the glories of eternity ! You 
witness his deep self-abasement under a 
sense of his own unworthinesss, but you 
witness also his firm reliance on the 
sacrifice and advocacy of his Redeemer. 
Hearken to his expiring accents! He, 
whose public ministry and private life 
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had proclaimed, / am not ashamed of Ihe 
Gvspdof Christ, is by Divine grace enabled, 
in the solemn moment of dissolution, to 
exclaim, / am now ready to be offered, and 
tht time of my depmiure is at hand. I have 

fought a goodjight, I havejinished my course, 
I have kept the faith : henaforth there is laid up 

for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, shall give im at that day*. 
Thus have we endeavoured to set before 
you our duty, in the hope that, — disco- 
vering what an important work is com- 
mitted to us, and knowing our utter insuf- 
ficiency to discharge it without the Lord's 
assistance,— you may perpetually be pre- 
senting your supplications on our behalf 
before God. O may we ever address a 
praying people! A people, who pray for 
us! A people, who pray for themselves! 
that so our imperfect services may be suc- 
ceeded with the Divine blessing and the 
word of his truth have free course, run, 
and be glorified. 

* See an excellent Sermon on this text by the Her. 
D. Wilson, occasioned by the decease of the Rev. T. 

Scott. 
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CORRUPTION AND INCORRUPTION. 



JOB xvii.*i4. 

I have said to corruption, JTiou art my father: to 
the worm, Thou art my mother and my sister. 

Ik the ordinary discharge of the duties of 
the Christian ministry, there are, generally, 
but two parties to whom the ambassador 
of Jesus is anxious to be found faithful. 
The Jirst his Sovereign Lord and Master, 
from whom he received his commission, 
and to whom he must, at the last,. give his 
account. The second party is the congre- 
gation to whom his message is addressed, 
and concerning whom his heart often beats 
high in desire and prayer that Christ may 
be formed m them the hope of glory ; that /or 
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them to live may be Christy and to die may be 
gain. 

There are^ however, occasions when the 
heralds of the Cross experience no small 
measure of tender solicitude respecting a 
third party. That third party some afflicted 
and mourning family, whose loss or losses 
may have given rise to feelings more acute 
and painful than usual. The minister of 
Jesus hears, perhaps, that* some such fa- 
mily is about to worship with him in the 
house of prayer. They have, it is possible, 
only lately attended the mortal remains of 
some beloved relative or relatives to the home 
appointed for aU living. The vejry temple in 
which they purpose worshipping, may have 
some painful associations from the recol- 
lection of 

Those they have known, and loved, and lost below. 

But, notwithstanding that nature is^ weak, 
and the mind depressed, to the throne of 
Mercy, to the courts of the Lord, they re- 
pair for instruction and sup'port. To such 
the servant of Christ would gladly prove a 
messenger of peace, and a son of consola- 
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tion. He would point them to a brighter and 
a better world. He would bid them look 
upward, and anticipate that happy and 
eternal meeting, which the saints of God 
now militant on earth, shall have, ere long, 
with. the Church ofthejirst'bom triumphant 
in . heaven. Above all, he would direct 
them to that sympathising Saviour, who 
bare our griefs and carried our sorrows; who 
wept at the grave of Lazarus ; and who, 
himself, declared for the support of his 
dying servants, and of their survivors in 
every age, / am the resurrection and the life : 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and be- 
lievethin me, shall never die. His smile can 
dispel every gloom, his love can make up 
every loss, his grace can sanctify every 
trial. If happy in that smile, and in the 
enjoyment of that love, such need not, 
shall not fear, even in reference to their 
own departure ; for the same lips have also 
declared. In my Father's house are many 
mansions. If it were not so I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
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' comeagainand receive you to myself ^ thai where 
I am there ye may be also. Doubtless, you 
are ready to exclaim, Even so. Lord Jesus! 
Whensoever thou comest, by death, tosum- 
mon any of us from time into eternity, may 
it be to dwell for ever with our Lord. 

Allow me, however, my dear brethren, to 
assure you that I have a far more important 
design, on the present occasion, than even 
toadminister consolation to our afflicted and 
bereaved friends, anxious as I cannot but 
feel respecting that. I behold this assem- 
bly, and know that the period will arrive 
when every heart now present shall have 
ceased to beat, and every tongue here em- 
ployed in prayer and praise shall be silent 
in death, and cold in the grave. That pe- 
riod, with respect to none of us, is very far 
distant ; with respect to many of us very 
near ; as to some few perhaps at the very 
doors. Yes, methinks, while some^ profli- 
gate or some scoffer is ridiculing our honest, 
though imperfect, efforts for his soul's sal- 
vation, and madly trifling on the very 
verge of perdition, God, our Master and 
Lord, may hepreparing against him the in- 
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struments of deaths may be addressing him 
in wrath. Thou fool y this night shall thy 
soul be required of thee. Oh tremendous 
thought ! If the bare possibility be so ap- 
palling, what would be the dreadful reality ! 

But may Divine Mercy forbid such an 
awful end ; and if any came to scoff, may 
they return to pray. For let them know 
that, notwithstanding all past offences, 
pardon is still offered through the blood of 
Jesus. Nau) the?i, we are ambassadors for 
Christy as though God did beseech you by^ us, 
we pray you in Christ's stead be ye reconciled 
unto God. For he hath made him to be sin for 
us who knew no sin^ that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. The knowledge 
of that Saviour brought home to the heart 
by the power of the Holy Ghost, can ena- 
ble man to look with dignified composure, 
and holy fortitude, and perfect peace, and 
joyful hope, toward the, otherwise, dark 
vcUley of the shadow of death. Thus supported 
and comforted, he shall not fear to say to 
corruption^ Thou art my father ; to the worm^ 
Thou art my mother and my sister. 

To this passage of holy Scripture we 

M 



242 CORRUPTION 

now proceed to direct yotf r notice, looking 
up to Heaven for tbe promised assistance 
of the Divine Comforter. We have often 
adverted to subjects connected with the 
soul of a Christian, let us this evening call 
your attention to his body^ which we may 
consider in four points of view. 

I. As ORIGINALLY CREATED FY GOD. 
II. As PENALLY SENTENCED TO COR- 
RUPTION. 

III. As GRACIOUSLY INHABITED BY 

THE HOLY GHOST. 

IV. As FINALLY GLORIFIED AT THE 

RESURRECTION. 

According to which proposed order, we 
are first to consider the Christian's body 

I. As ORIGINALLY CREATED BY GOD. 

Amid the various works of the Almighty 
which challenge our admiration/thereare 
few which display more beauty and dignity 
than the human frame. If, even in its pre- 
sent state of degradation, it be so noble 
and so lovely, what must it have been, 
when it came into existence as the work- 
manship of the great Author of K>ur being ! 
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Te Bhew from what poor materials 
the Omnipotent Grod could produce a 
creature of the noblest order next to 
tbat of angels, it pleased him that man 
sliould be formed out of the dust , of the 
ground. Nor is it improbable, that it was 
sdso designed, by reminding him of his 
low extraction, to prevent that pride into 
•which intelligences of the higher rank had 
aUready fallen. It was a body fit for the 
-reception of a portion of the breath of life ; 
for it is written, God breathed into^ his 
nostrils the breath of life^ and man became 
a livifng soul. Such a body was a suitable 
covering for such a soul. Outward beauty 
•was then accompanied by inward purity. 
The face was placid, because the heart 
was happy. All the human energies were 
directed to one grand object ; that object 
the glory of God. The hands then natu- 
rally were raised in adoring gratitude. The 
feet walked in the paths of holiness. The 
eyes sparkled with heavenly fire, while 
holy joy beamed in the countenance, and 
reflected back to the Almighty, though in 
an inferior degree, yet without the least 
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imperfection or infirmity, that image of his 
own gracious character, which, in his infi- 
nite benevolence, he had seen fit to bestow. 
Man's frame was not as yet mortal, and, 
therefore, was incapable of pain or acci- 
dent. Sickness and decay were altogether 
unknown in paradise. O wonderful good- 
ness, that should have created such a being, 
and that for such a purpose ; even for the 
knowledge and enjoyment of the Divine 
favor and image for ever ! And whether 
that eternity were to be spent in the para- 
dise below, or in the paradise above, it 
mattered not to our first parents, whose 
only delight it was, at the period we are 
now considering, to do the will of their 
All-bountiful Creator. Their bodies being 
as yet uncontaminated by sin, were fit for 
heaven or earth, according to the good 
pleasure of their Lord. Sin had not yet en- 
tered ; and therefore, no fatigue, no weari- 
ness, no disease, no death, no tear of sor- 
row for departed excellence, no sigh after 
some vanished treasure, no mourning coun- 
tenance, depressed by grief, or distorted 
by anger. No warring of ungodly pas- 
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sions, or expression of envious feelings. 
No. There was then a perfect mind in a 
perfect body. Dignity without pride, hu- 
mility without sin, confidence without pre- 
sumption, beauty without vanity and with- 
out decay. 

Such was the human body, as originally 
created by God. All the descriptions of it 
that man can now give must fall very far 
beneath the dignity of the subject. Still, 
however, is there preserved in the heavenly 
places, a perfect representation of what 
man's body originally was. The glorified 
humanity of our blessed Lord is before the 
throne, yea is seated upon the throne. And 
thus, through the Divine mercy, shall man's 
pristine grandeur and beauty be remem- 
bered, when his degradation and misery 
shall have been forgotten. Or rather when 
they shall be remembered only to heighten 
bis sense of infinite obligation to redeem- 
ing power and renewing grace. 

But to this degradation and misery we 

must now advert, while we notice the hu- 
man body 
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11. As PEITAILLY S.£:MTENCED TO «)iR- 
RUPTfCN. 

The Diviiie beoevolence had made a eth 
pitms and rick pirovision for all the wainte 
and desires of man. The Divine Wiedcpift 
saw fit to lay but one restriction, not as 
the boundary to hm comfort, btrt aid the 
test of tub principles. The prohibition 
was accompanied by an explicit declanra- 
tion of the awfiil coi^seqioences of disobe- 
dience,, Ib the iay that thott eaUst thereof^ 
ikcu shalt aurebf die. And is it poesible, you 
are ready to inquire^ that, thue situafted, 
man conld listea to the tempter, caaM foi^ 
feit paradise^ could expose his body mod 
soul to the wrath and curse of God ?~Ala» ! 
my brethren^ it is nK>re than possible, it 
is not a subject of conjecture, but of his- 
tory; not a matter of reasoning, butof ikct. 
And what was the melancholy, the neces- 
sary consequence? Let the Scripture 
declare it. Sm entered into the werid, ami 
death by sin: and sa death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned. How deeply 
affecting is the account given of the first 
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interview between our parenta and their 
offended Creator, after their falL And 
they heard the voice of the Lord God walking 
in the garden^ in the cool of the day. And 
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 
ff'esence of the Lord God, among the trees of 
the garden. O absurd attempt ! to seek in 
C];eated nature a refuge from nature's God. 
Etow unlike the feeling with which they 
had been accustomed to welcome, with 
holy reverence and rapturous awe^ the 
approach of Infinite Excellence !' 

But, even here, Mercy was seen- Their 
offended Lord might have left them to pe- 
rish among the trees of the garden. For 
paiadi&e itself could not have saved 
man, now an apostate and a rebel. Je- 
hovah therefore calls them; though to 
punish, yet not to destroy them. The 
Lc9r4 God called imto^Adamy and said unto him, 
Whsreaurt th/ml And he said, I heard thy voice in 
Ae garden, and I was afraid, S.ure proof of 
Miv^acciirsed sin-:r-.which had turned the 
Lord of theoi^eation into a crin(iinal ;-^which, 
instead of the confidence of a ohild, had 
left in his bosom the condemnation of a 
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culprit. A further proof of depravity was 
at hand. Instead of an open confession of 
his sin, he lays the blame upon the part- 
ner whom God had given him. No ac- 
knowledgment of his own guilt, no prayer 
for the mercy of God toward his offending 
wife, or generous wish to save her from the 
displeasure of Heaven. No supplicating, 
for her or for himself, of the Divine cle- 
mency and pity. No! Tht woman which 
thou gavest to be with me^ she gave me of the 
tree, and I did eat ; — thus daring even to re- 
flect upon God himself, as having been a 
partial cause of his transgression. 

The serpent is first sentenced, and then 
our guilty parents. Yet not before the 
gift of a Saviour had been predicted ; the 
Seed of the woman^ who should bruise tfie 
serpenfs head. Oh wondrous compassion ! 
that would not denounce a curse upon 
fallen man, until a promise had ^st been 
made of One, who should destroy the works 
of the devil ^ and bring life and immortality to 
light by the Gospel. But, though withheld 
for a short season, that Mercy might utter 
her prediction, yet must the anathema be 
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pronounced ; Unto the woman he said, I will 
greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception : 
in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children ; and 
thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall 
rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, Be- 
cause thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy 
wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I 
commanded thee saying, Thou shalt not eat of it ; 
-Cursed is the ground for thy sake : in sorrow 
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life : 
thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth unto 
thee : and thou shalt eat the herb of the field. 
In the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread, 
till thou return unto the ground ; for out of it 
wast thou taken; for dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return. 

Such, my brethren, was the sentence 
passed upon man. How truly it has been 
fulfilled, from that time to the present, let 
history, and observation, and experience 
declare. Death has reigned, not only from 
Adam to Moses, but from Moses until now. 
Yea, it is appointed unto aU men once to die. 
Our fathers, where are they ? and the prophets, 
do they live for ever? No ! AU flesh is grass, 
and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. 
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The grass withereth^ and the Jkmer thereof 
falleth. And though the vwd (^ the luri 
endtcr^h for every zxA thai ward shaU raise up 
at the last day every real believer, yet must 
all, both the saint and the mnner, prove 
by experience that the body is dead because 
of sin. With two exceptions only, the 
whole race of mankind have been made to 
" pass through the gate of death." Nor 
have the most powerful, or the most wise, 
or the most beautiful, been exempted. 
How affecting the request of Abraham to 
the sons of Heth ! Gioe wje, / pray yeu^ a 
possesion of a burial piace^ that I may bmy 
my dead out of my sight. The beautiful 
Sarah is taken away from the venerable 
patriarch ; and, while he is represented in 
Scripture as feeling deeply for his loss**^ 
He came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for 
her, — yet is the breathless corpse so painv 
fill to behold, that he seeks to bury it out 
of his sight. 

Ah, my brethren, could you lift up the 
lids of the coffins which lie all around you ; 
could you view the mortal remains of 
some who were the most elegant and most 
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beautiful; you wauld indeed find that 
man may> with the greatest ppoppiety, say 
to crnmuptimt. Thou art my father ; to the worm, 
Thou art my mother and my sister. Well in- 
deed might a divine of our Church exclaim, 

What though we wade in wealth, and soar in fame, 
Earth's highest title ends in <' Here he Hes ;" 
And dust to dust, concludes the noblest song. 

How many of us have, already, been 
reminded of these things by the death of 
our relatives, and, oh \ how s^on shall we 
all be ourselves so many additional proofs 
of man's mortality and corruption. Yet, 
alas ! by a mad infatuation, how many live 
as^ if they were never te die ; and then die 
without any well-founded hope that they 
shall live for ever. O that men were wise, 
that they understood these things, that they 
w&uld consider their latter end, that they 
would make their peace with God through 
the Cross of Christ, and become the 
temples of Gtod through the Spirit. Thus 
alone, can they hope to experience the 
truth of the Apostolic declaration. If the 
SfArit of Him thai raised up Jesus from the dead 
dweli in you, Me that raised up Cftrist from 
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the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies, 
by his S^rit that dwelleth in you. This leads 
me to the third division of our subject, 
which is to consider the body of a Chris- 
tian » 

III. As GRACIOUSLY INHABITED BY 
THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

Although it cannot be denied, that 
the body, even of the most eminent 
saint, is penally sentenced to corruption, 
yet is that body sacred which has been 
the temple of the Holy Ghost. The Scrip- 
tural testimony, to the residence of the 
Eternal Spirit in the real Christian, is plain 
and forcible. What ! know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is 
in you, which ye have of God? Oh wonderful 
mystery, that the Holy Comforter should 
condescend to take up his abode in those 
who are sentenced to death, and to in- 
fluence, and renew, and sanctify, the fallen 
soul of man. What an unspeakable honor 
is conferred on every real Christian, in 
being thus made the temple of the Al- 
mighty! and such honor have all God*s saints, 



AND INCORRUPTION. 263 

This indwelling Spirit is the treasure, and 
the guardian, and the purifier, and the 
glory, of this temple. 

What an important view, my brethren, 
does this subject present to us of the na- 
ture, and extent, and consequence of true 
and vital godliness ! The religion of Jesus 
is something more than a profession and 
a name. It comprises not only a Scrip, 
tural creed, but a contrite heart ; not only 
the outward form of piety, but its inward 
power ; not merely the occasional visits 
of the Holy Spirit, but his abiding influ- 
ence on the spirit and temper and conduct. 
Now, should it be, at last, discovered, that 
iK)thing short of this is real religion ; and 
that, if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
be is none of his, then, my dear brethren, 
whither are those of us going, who are 
resting contented without these blessings ; 
or, what is still worse, are turning them to 
sport, as the creation of an heated ima- 
gination, or the mere dictates of enthu- 
siasm ? 

We are not careful to answer the re- 
vilings of such scoffers* We appeal to the 
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eOBdiBg of our IMviue Mfister and final 
Judge. And we doubt aot, He will tbea 
confirm the words of bis own Apostle ; JJ^ 
not deceived, God is nU mocked : whatsoever 
a mm SQweth, that shiill he oka reap. 
They that sot^ unto the fle&hy shall of the 
fiesk vecip corruption ; bmt tltey that son 
unto the Spirit, shall of the J^irit reap life 
everlasting. 

The infinite importance of having the 
Holy Ghost dwelling within us, can never 
be fully known till that day when th? 
white throm $hall descend ; when the dead 
small and great skalL stand befbre Grod: 
when. the Ju^ment shall be set, andthebooki 
shall be. opemd. Heaven grant, that ycAi and 
I jiiayj^f?^ fmrcy^ of the Lord in that day ! 

£^^tiftbis subject be the contempt of 
tfe^ scoffer, it is the eoijsolation of the 
Christian. How often does it choi^ and 
swp^Qrt hi3 desponding mind I He may 
perhaps be poor, and move in the hun^We^t 
aid lowest cirele of «ofiiety. Like Lasavus 
he may be full of sores, and, like him alao, 
dependent upon the as^siatance of others 
fer the pTolo^gation ftf a.»«ffering life. 
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But this poor afBicted body, notwith* 
standingr all ita privations $md pains, is not 
disreg^arded or despised hy God the Holy 
Ghost. His infinite condescension conse^ 
eratQs it a temple for himself. There he 
dwells and purified the temple/ and sheds 
abroad, even in this mean abode of po- 
verty and trial, that moral fragrance and 
those abundant joys which are altogether 
tKvine. 

Here, then, we may learn the real cause 
of that patience in tribulation, that meek 
submission to the appointments of Provi- 
dence, that calmne^ in danger, and that 
dignity in suffering, for which the real 
people of God have been remarkable in 
every age. It was the indwelling grace 
of this heavenly Comforter, that supported 
the Apostles and confessors of the pri- 
mitive Church, and the saints and mar-* 
tyrs of the Reformation. It was this 
which led St. Paul to exclaim. Who shail 
^eparcUe mfrom the love of Chria ? Shall tri- 
buUttian, or distr^s, or persecution, or fa^ 
mtne, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it 
is written, For (hy sake- we are kiUed all the 
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day long ; we ere accounkd as sheep far the 
slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors, through him that loved 
us. Far I am persuaded, that nather death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other area* 
tare, shaU be able to separate us from the 
lave of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. If we compare, with this passage, 
another in which the Apostle declares, 
that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord 
but by the Holy Ghost, we shall immedi- 
ately perceive that influence, by which he 
was united to Christ, and enabled to use 
the animated and glowing language just 
quoted. 

See, then, ye professed followers of the 
Lamb, what is the hope of your calling, 
and what the exceeding riches of his grace 
in his kindness toward us, through Christ 
Jesus. Daily watch unto prayer^ and let 
your conduct and spirit be worthy of him, 
who hath called you to glory and virtue. 
Cultivate with care all those graces which 
are of great price in the sight of Him who 
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dwellcth in tcs, and shall be with us for ever. 
Flee with horror from those tempers, 
and desires, and passions, which would 
grieve the Holy Ghost, or cause him to 
withdraw the manifestations of his favor. 
Listen to the still small voice, intimating 
your danger, or pointing out your duty. 
Walk humbly, and thankfully, and dili- 
gently, and closely with your God. So 
shall you be acknowledged to be the 
workmanship of the Almighty, the chil- 
dren of God, the lights of mankind, the 
patterns of the Church, and the temples 
of the Holy Ghost. 

But, having considered the body of a 
Christian, as originally created by God ; 
as penally sentenced to corruption; and 
as graciously inhabited by the Holy 
Ghost; — let me proceed to notice the 
remaining division of our subject, while 
we direct your attention to this body, 

IV. As FINALLY GLORIFIED AT THE 
RESURRECTION. 

The eminent saint who uttered the 
words of our text^ seems to have derived 
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great support and encouragement, in the 
near prospect of dissolution, from simple 
faith in that Sayiour who had long been 
pwmised to the world. If it be inquired, 
whenee it arosse that Job could, so^ calmly, 
say to corruption^ Thou, art my father. ; to the 
tvopm. Thou art my, motkear and my^ sister; the 
answer is ready : Job looked fbrwavd to 
the coming and to the glory of the Mes- 
siah : / knowt that my Redeemer H/ipet^, and 
that he shaU sfymd (A ike latter day upon^the 
earth; and thmigh after my skm, worms de^ 
stray this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God. 

We have already considered the body 
in its sufferings and degradation, let us 
now take a view of it in its resurrection 
and glory. At the. perk)d already fixed i» 
the counsels of the Divine Mind, at the 
giveni hour, the trumpet shall sounds the dead 
shall be raised imarruptible, and we shall be 
changed. Marvel not at this; for the hour 
is comingy in which all that are in. their 
graves shall hear the voice of the Son xf 
Gifd, and ^udl cowt forth. Behold the vast 
and countless population of our world, in 
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some way or maimer oow iftcoQceivable 
to ua» assemlded togetbep! Behold theiA 
about to take their final trial before tlM 
bar of HuD» who once suffered on the Cross 
fbff i9an!s redemption. The sight of Jesus 
strikes terror into his: foes, while it fills hd3 
httmbie followers with a Joy unspeakabU 
andfutl of glory. And now is the promise 
fiiilfilled; their eyes^see the King in his beauty^. 
That vision is a transforming one ; thus 
acGamplishing the words of St. John, 
Ws shall be likfi him, far we shall sec him 
M he is. 

BeliYeredfroQi the gray e> the saints shall 
look backward^ on a. life of mercy ; forward, 
to tif0ir more eoseeedwg and eternal weight of 
glory; wound thedafi, on their brethren and 
cmtpamoHSi, in* the kingdom and patience 
of Jesus. They shaQ look downward, 
and find earth,, death, and hell> eternally 
vanquished ; iawaid, and shall feel that all 
is perfect purity, and perfect peace, and 
perfect love; upward, and shall behold, 
seated on his throne, their glorious Head 
and all conquering Saviour^ mboMU change 
their vile body,, that it may befasbiomd Uka 
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unto his glorious body, according to the work' 
ing whereby he is able to subdue aU things to 
himself. 

Lift, then, your eyes, and behold, by an- 
ticipation, that innumerable multitude out 
of all nations and kindred and people and 
tongues ; who shall, on the blessed morn- 
ing of the resurrection, put oflF their 
body of humiliation, and rise from the 
tomb, with a new and glorious body. 
How great will be the joy to many a faith- 
ful soldier of Jesu's, who, for a succession 
of years, here on earth, was visited with 
pain or deformity or affliction ! It shall 
then no longer be said. Lord, he whom 
thou lovest is sick. The resurrection body 
of the saints shall be incapable of suffering, 
or decay, or corruption ; not a mortal, but 
a glorious body. The members of Christ 
were, on earth, planted together in the like- 
ness of his death ; they shall in heaven ap- 
pear in the likeness of his resurrection. 

Here the Church militant assembles 
together with manifold infirmities, around 
the throne of his grace ; there it shall be 
presented faultless before the presence of Ms 
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glory y with exceeding joy . Here the Christian 
society, or the Christian family, meet but 
for a season ; when death, sooner or later, 
calls away their brethren, and leaves the 
weeping members to mourn their loss; 
there sickness and bereavement, and the 
consequent sigh or tear, shall be for ever 
unknown. There Abraham shall find again 
his beloved Sarah, Joseph meet with his 
honored father Jacob ; shall meet, not amid 
the sorrows of the world, or in the decay 
of years, but in eternal peace, and eternal 
bloom, and eternal life. Nor shall any 
who are counted worthy to obtain that re- 
Mrrection, ever find cause to say to cor- 
ruption. Thou art my father ; or to the 
worm. Thou art my mother and my sister. 

And to whom shall the whole assembly 
of the redeemed be indebted, for their 
glorious bodies ? Even to One, who, him- 
self bare our grief and carried our sor- 
rows. Oh, blessed Saviour ! never shall we 
know, till then, the infinite debt we owe 
to thine *' agony and bloody sweat, to thy 
cross and passion, to thy precious death 
and burial, to thy glorious resurrection 
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and ascenftioiu" My brethren, if we can- 
not praise him as we would, let us po^aise 
hkn as we can. As he died for ns, so let 
us live for him. The longest life ds but 
short, when compared witii Eternity. Yeta 
little while, and he that shall come taUl ^ome, asd 
will not tarry. The world passeth away and the 
fashuniy or the pageant thereof, but be 4iat 
daeth the tvill 4tf God abideth for ever. 

The Divine favor manifested to tbe^siml, 
can mdke us ready to live, and willing to 
die 1 This can overcome the natural timi- 
drty of the most trembling Christian. M 
Jesus hath purchased the salvation of all 
that believe, so the full assurance of fsud 
in his atonement and intercession can jgwe 
a bope that blooms with immortality. 
The dying saint xjwns, indeed, the neces- 
sary, yet temporary, connection which 
subsists between his body and the tomb, 
©ut while, in one breath, he says to mr- 
nation, Tkmart my father; to the worm. Thou 
art my mother and my sister ; m the next, he 
exclaims, O death, where is thy sting? O gratx, 
where is thy victory ? The sting of death is sin, 
and the strength of sin is the law; but thanks 
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be 4o ^God which giveth us the victory ^ through 
mir Lard Jesus Christ. 

-But it will naturally be expected, that 
I should^ on the present occasion, advert 
to the characters of our two friends, whose 
sudden removal into a world of spirits has 
ied to our consideration of the text before 
us. They are, now, beyond the reach of 
human praise or censure. Nor is it a small 
Murce of comfort that we can express an 
undoubted conviction ^nd persuasion (after 
a diligent inquiry into their former con- 
duct and dying experience) that they are 
!iiow altoget-faer safe and happy, in the house 
nst made unth hmtds, eternal in the heavens. 

I may, perhaps, by some be thought to 
be, here, venturing upon the oflSce of the 
-Worthy rector of a neighbouring church, 
whose parishioners they were. But I am 
-sure, that reverend brother will not deny 
,^e the gratification of embracing this op- 
portunity of passing my feeble tribute of 
respect and s^ection to the memory of his 
-honored predecessor and revered father. 
It^was to that honored father, I mean to 
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the late excellent and venerable Mr. Abdy , 
that our departed sisters were indebted 
for their first and earliest impressions of 
religion. As that faithful servant of Christ 
was spared to a good old age, many of his 
spiritual children arrived before him, in the 
realms of glory and immortality. There, 
however, were some who followed after 
him. And, I doubt not, many such are 
still on earth, walking in th6 way of God's 
commandments, who, together with those 
already taken home, shall be his croum 
of rgoidngy in the day of the Lord Jestis. 

To his ministry, then, our deceased 
friends were indebted for those Scriptural 
views of sin, and holiness, and Christ, 
which eventually terminated, in their giving 
themselves decidedly to the Lord. One 
prejudice after another gave way. Though 
of dispositions naturally amiable and cheer- 
ful, they were led to feel the burden of 
their sins, and thankfully to embrace that 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus the Lord. 
Family prayer was, at length, set up in 
the house ; and those bowed together be- 
fore the domestic altar on earth who now, 
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we trust, are worshipping before the throne 
of God in heaven. The dying charge given 
by one of them, to her nearest and dearest 
relative, will not be soon forgotten. It de- 
serves to be remembered ; and by it, she, 
being dead, yet speaketh. It was this, — Seek ye 
the Lord, while he may be found; call ye upon 
him, while he is near. 

It is not too much to say of both our 
departed friends, that they were instant in 
season, out of season, glad to embrace every 
opportunity of instructing human igno- 
rance or of alleviating human woe. Ac- 
cording to their ability, wherever they 
could comfort the weeping widow, or 
clothe the fatherless orphan, there were 
they seen; thankfully doing what they 
could, and wishing they had it in their 
power to do more. And yet, through Di- 
vine grace, they were enabled to renounce 
all dependance oti human merit, and to 
cast themselves, as poor, helpless, sinners, 
before the Cross of Jesus, for pardon and 
salvation. Psalms, and hymns, and spiritual 
songs, together with portions of Scripture; 
all expressive of man's guilt and helpless- 
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ness, and of God's mercy thro ugh Christ ; — 
these were constantly on their lips, and 
evidently affected their hearts. 

The pious daughter had been incessant 
in her attention to her dying mother. She 
had watched over her, and had fervently 
prayed that she might witness a good con- 
fession, and leave a satisfactory testimony 
behind her. Her wishes were gratified 
to the utmost. She beheld her mother in 
death triumphant over death, and declaring 
to the last, that she had no refuge, no 
hope, but in Jesus. But it pleased God, 
however, that she should have a still higher 
gratification. He saw good to permit her 
to survive her endeared parent but a few 
short days, and then herself to fall asleep 
in Jesus. Thus was she spared the pain 
of attending a mother's funeral. Truly 
united were they in their lives, and in their 
graves they were not divided. We might 
say much of this pious daughter's praise, 
but her Christian modesty and humility 
left this embargo on her friends ; " If ever 
you hear any one speaking in my praise, 
do what you can to prevent their going 
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on." Nor will we violate her wish. The 
praise shall not be given to our departed 
friends, but to their Saviour and ours. It 
was He who called them to the knowledge 
of his grace, and prepared them for his 
heavenly kingdom. 

On Tuesday last, they were conveyed 
to the silent vault: where they rest in 
peace, nearly opposite the mortal remains 
of their late excellent and beloved minis- 
ter ; the faithful shepherd and many of his 
faithful flock sleeping sweetly together, 
until the trunq)€t shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible. May their sudden re- 
moval teach us all the shortness of time, and 
the importance of being always ready. For, 
be assured, that His dispensation has a 
voice. It says to every careless sinner, 
Prepare to meet thy God; to this assembled 
congregation, Be ye also ready ; for in such 
AN HOUR AS YE THINK NOT, the Sou of man 
Cometh. 
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PREACHED AT ST. JOHN'S CHAPEL, BEDFORD ROW, 
ON SUNDAY MORNING, NOV. 7, 1824. 

AFTER THE REMOVAL OF THEIR LATE MINISTER 
TO THE VICARAGE OF ISLINGTON ; 

AND PREVIOUS TO THE ARRIVAL OF THEIR 
PRESENT MINISTER. 



Id 



THE BEST REMEMBRANCE 

OF 

REMOVED PASTORS. 



HEBREWS xiii. 7, 8. 

Remeaiber them which have the rule aver you, who 

hiwe spoken unto you the word of God ; whose 

fmth follow, considering the end of their con- 

vers€Uion,^^esus Christ, the same yesterday, 

and to-day, and for ever. 

In a former chapter of this epistle, we 
lind St. Paul adverting to the interruption 
occasioned to the Levitical priesthood, by 
the mortality of man. And they, truly, 
were many priests, because they were not suf- 
fered to continue by reason of death. If real 
believers, we can, indeed, rejoice in the 
unchangeable priesthood of our Divine 
Redeemer, to which the next verses refer : 

N 4 
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But this man, because he continueth ever, hath 
an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is 
able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by Hzm, seeing he ever Uveth to make 
intercession for them . 

But, however uninterrupted the ministry 
of the Great Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls, it cannot be denie\^, that the under- 
shepherds of the flock have, here, no con- 
tinuing city. Death, year by year, makes 
its inroads upon the Church of God, and 
sweeps away many of the faithful labour- 
ers in the word and doctrine. Our fathers, 
where are they ? and the prophets, do they live 
for ever ? No. All flesh is grass, and all the 
glory of man as the flofwer of the grass; the 
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth, 
but the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 

Nor is it only under the stroke of death, 
that the Church derives support from such 
passages as this. There are ot\\ex supposabk 
cases, in which they may be peculiarly 
consoling. The minister under whom our 
souls had been benefited ; to whose instruc- 
tions we delighted to listen from year 
to year ; who warned us of our dangers, 
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and comforted us under our sorrows; who 
told us how we ought to walk, and please 
God. And what shall I more say ? for the 
time nxjuM fail me. Such a servant of 
Christ may be laid aside by bodily indis- 
position for months together. Our eyes 
may no longer see our accustomed teacher. 
We may be called to weep in his sorrows, 
who had often helped us to bear our own ; 
and to pray for him, who had so often 
prayed for us. 

But we may suppose another case. A 
Christian Minister may be just able to re- 
sume some small measure of pastoral duty, 
when the Great Shepherd may think fit to 
appoint him to watch over another fold, 
that he may, there, gather the lambs in his 
armSy and feed the flock of God, taking the 
oversight thereof not by constraint, but will- 
ingly, not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. 
Such are supposable cases. More I dare 
not say in this place. Though many, now 
present, may be disposed to regard them 
as matters of fact rather than of suppo- 
sition. 

Under such circumstances, is it inquired, 

N 6 
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What is the duty of the humble Christian ? 
allow me to reply, that the text gives the 
answer ; Remember them which have the ruk 
over you (or, as the margin more correctly 
renders it, are your guides), who have spoken 
tMo you the word of God : whose faith follow, 
considering the end of their conversation ; Jesus 
Christy the same yesterday , and to-day, and for 
ever. 

We have in these words 
I. The character of the faithful 

PASTOR. 
II. The DUTY OF the christian Ij'LOCK. 

Suffer me to entreat your earnest sup- 
plications to the throne of Mercy, that 
He '* without whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is wise, nothing is holy," may 
now deign to assist us with his heavenly in- 
fluence and Divine grace, to the glory of 
His Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is the same yesterday , and to-day , and 
for ever. 

I. The character of the christian 
pastor. 
Various are the appellations given in 
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Holy Scripture, to the servants of God. 
They ate called watchmen, stewards, am- 
bassadors. But, not to enlarge on these, 
let us confine our attention to the descrip- 
tion of their character, as contained in the 
text. We have here four particulars stat- 
ed concerning the Christian Pastor ; — » 

The peculiar nature of his work — he is 
a spiritual gtdde. 

The Divine authority of his message — 
he speaks the toord of God. 

The main- spring of all his exertions — 
faith. 

The grand end of his life and labors — 
Jesm Chridt. 

Our notice of these several points must 
necessarily be brief, lest we should take 
up a larger space of time than is usual — I 
may add, than is proper — on one of your 
Sacramental festivals. In reference to the 
character of the Christian pastor, we are 
first to direct your attention to 
1 . The peculiar nature of his work. 
He is a guide to the people of God 
in their journey from this world to a 
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better. It is his grand business to lead 
the sinner from darkness to light, from 
the power of Satan unto God. As a 
guide, it is his duty to be well acquainted 
with the path in which he attempts to 
conduct others: to guard well against 
the peculiar perils to which the traveller 
is exposed, and to ascertain the most pro- 
bable means of his preservation and safe 
conduct to the point of destination. Nor 
need T add, that, having attained this 
knowledge, he must make a practical use 
of it, or it will be in vain to the inquiring 
traveller. 

The spiritual guide, in like manner, 
must know the dangers of the. Christian 
pilgrim ; must mark those temptations 
by which he, himself, has been most fre- 
quently harassed, must be accustomed to 
look well into his own heart, that he may 
know the depths of inbred sin, and the 
power of corruption. He must be gentle 
toward the inexperienced traveller, as the 
great Guide of the Church has been toward 
him. Nor must he merely point out the 
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path to others, but must walk therein 
himself, and, while he 

*» Allures to brighter worlds," must " lead the way." 

As the good Shepherd goes before his 
sheep, so must the ^;?^shepherd, in his 
measure, possess that mind which was also 
in Christ Jesus. He must tell the flock of 
their danger, as well as console them 
under their trials. Warning every many 
and teaching every man in all wisdom^ that 
he may present every mail perfect in Christ 
Jesus. 

But it may perhaps be objected, that 
various and contending statements are 
sometimes given on these important points. 
It may therefore be inquired how is truth 
to be distinguished from error ? We an- 
swer, by an appeal to the unerring Oracles 
of God. This leads me to notice, respect- 
ing the faithful pastor, 

2. The Divine authority of his message; 
who have spoken unto you the word of God. — 
The Christian minister will rest all the 
weight of his testimony upon the solid 
rock of revealed truth. Does he plainly 
declare to a wicked world their lost con- 



/ 



278 THE BEST REMEMBEAyCE 

dition ? It is because it is written, they thai 
are in the flesh cannot please God. Does he 
exhort them to repentance ? The reason is 
clear : he knows, that«e«rcej9f they repent, they 
shall all likewise perish. Does he point to 
Christ as the only Saviour ? It is because 
there is salvation in none other; neither is there 
any other name given, under heaven, among 
men,whereby we must be saved. Does he dwell 
upon the necessity of the grace and work 
of the Divine Spirit ? It is because no man 
can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost ; and if any man. have not the S^rit 
of Christ, he is none of his. Does he urge 
hon^e upon professors the vast import- 
ance of a consistent walk and conver- 
sation ? It is because the word of God 
exhorts those who through grace have believed, 
that they be careful to maintain good works ; 
and commands them to let thdr light so 
shine before men, that tiwy may see thdr good 
works, and glorify their Father which is in 
heaven. Does he speak of Christian pri- 
vileges? It is that the Church may know 
the things that are fr^y given to her of God. 
Or does he give warning of danger and 
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temptation ? It is that they may he counted 
worthy to escape aU these things ^ and to stand 
hefoTt the Son of num. 

Such is the authority on which the 
Christian pastor delivers his address t<^ 
his flock, while he requests that it may be 
received nU as the word ofman^ but as it is 
in truth the word ofGody which worketh effec- 
ttwUy in tliose that believe. The message may 
often be delivered in weakness^ and in fear ^ 
and in much trembling, accompanied by 
many infirmities, and divers temptations, 
and trials. But while it is in strict ac- 
cordance with the Oracles of Divine truth, 
it comes with Divine authority. Not, Thus 
saith the servant of Christ; but, Thus saith 
the blessed Master ;— not. Thus saith the 
preacher ; but. Thus saith the Lord. 

And what will lead a man thus to act, 
and thus to speak? We answer, in the 
language of Scripture, We, having the spirit 
(f faith, asitis written, I believed, and therefore 
ham I spoken, we also believe and therefore 
speak. — This leads me to notice a third 
point, concerning the Christian pastor; 
namely, 
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3. Hie main-Spring of all his exertions. 

Whose faith follow. — There is no grace 
which has greater encomiums passed upon 
it in Holy Writ than faith. The want of 
it is the grand cause of human misery. As 
of the Israelites, so of mankind in general, 
we may say, They believed not his wondrous 
ivorks; therefore their days did he consume in 
vanity y and their years in trouble. 

The most eminent servants of God have 
excelled in this grace. By faith Abd offered 
unto God a nrnx excellent sacrifice than Cainy 
by lohich he obtained witness that he was right- 
eous, God testifying of his gifts, and, by it, he, 
being dead, yet speaketh. By faith Enoch was 
translated that he should not see death. By 
faith Noah, bang warned of God of things n^ 
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared him an 
ark to the saving of his house. And, by the 
same principle, Abraham believed God, and it 
was counted unto him for righteousness. 

While then faith is of indispensable ne- 
cessity to all the disciples of Christ, it is of 
peculiar importance to those who are called 
to labor in the. word and doctrine. Faith 
must unfold eternal realities, unite the 
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heart to Christ, and ground the soul in every 
thing that is excellent and holy. Faith 
must loork by love, and overcome the world, and 
purify the heart, or our religion will be in 
vain. Yea, without faith it is impossible to 
please God. This divine and heavenly prin- 
ciple, wrought in the heart by the Holy 
Ghost, fits the minister of Christ for his 
various duties and sufferings. It stimulates 
him to action, and sustains him under 
affliction ; it brings down heavenly glories, 
as -the extinguisher of earthly vanities ; it 
makes his retirement his temple, his pul- 
pit his throne, and his work his glory. It 
enables him to look forward to the day of 
Eternity, to care little for the honor which 
cometh of man, but to be increasingly soli- 
citous of that which cometh from God. 

In a word, faith, when in due and lively 
exercise, sheds a lustre on the character of 
the Christian minister, for which nothing 
can be a substitute. It gives energy to his 
words, purity to his motives, and consist- 
ency to his conduct. Thus influenced, he 
acts as seeing him who is invisible : he is re -- 
cognised by angels and men as the disciple 
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and ambassadpr of Jesus : he sheds 
borrowed light, for a few years, ia the 
circle that surrounds him, and, then, goes 
to shine as the stars for ever and ever. 

But I hasten to notice tke last feature ia 
the character of the Chnstian pastor, men- 
tioned in my text ; namely, 

4. The grand end of his life and labors. 

The end* of their conversation^ Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday , and to-day, and 
for ever. 

The faithful minister must not, does 
not, live unto himself. But whether he live, 
he lives unto the Lord; or whether he die^ he dies 

* The author U £uUy aware that there are difficul- 
ties in giving the word here used (&c^ats) itie sense he 
has ventured to put upon it. That it relates to the 
happy termination of the lives and labors of departed 
teachers and itiartyrs, is readily granted. Whether it 
admits of Che wider signffication, here given, he jnavt 
leave to those, more skilled in Biblical cnticism than 
himself) to decide. He confesses,, however, that h^ 
cannot see the connexion of the two verses, if this word 
be restricted to the former meamng. While, if taken 
in the wideif' sense (which does not exclude the otB^)^ 
it appears to harmonize with that fine text ; For w 
to live is Chmtj mnd to die is gain* 
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iMf0 the L&rd; so that timng and dying he is the 
Ldftii. He knows that he is bought with 
a price; and^ being in some measure sensi* 
ble of its magnitude, he aims at glorifyif^ 
God in his body and in Us spirit, which are 
Gad's. The grand feeling of hk soul is 
in unison with the glowing language of 
the Apostle; God forbid that I should glory, 
sme in ^ Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ; by 
whim the world is crudfied.unto me, and I unto 
the world.— Yea, doubtless, and IcouM all things 
but iosB^ for the ejpceUency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jems my Lord^ for whom Ihave suffered 
ike loss qfaU things, and do count them but dung, 
that I may win Christ. 

Whatever will promote his Saviour's 
glory, and accelerate the triumphs of his 
Saviour's Cross, that is dear to him; it is 
his delight and his joy. The love of Christ 
humbles him, comforts him, astonishes him» 
eonstrains him to gratitude, and impels him^ 
to action. It fires his heart and touches 
his lips. He speaks like one who feels 
what he says, though he cannot say all that 
he feels. In short,— for him ta live is Christ, 
and for him to die shall be gain. 
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Such, my brethren, is the Scriptural 
character given in my text of the Chris- 
tian pastor. Nor shall we find it difficult 
to perceive in such a picture the likeness 
of some, who, for a series of years, labored 
in this place, and proclaimed from this 
hallowed ^i^oithe unsearchable riches of Christ. 
The revered name of the Rev. Richanl 
Cecil may be mentioned, for he is gone to 
his reward. And, if others are not enume- 
rated, it is because they are still spared to 
the Church though no longer continued as 
your teachers and guides. Great indeed 
have been your privileges ; and suffer me 
to remind you that great is your responsi- 
bility ; for where much is given, much will be 
required. 

But, allow me to inquire, Have you all 
become truly converted, and spiritually 
minded under that ministry with which 
you have been so long and so highly fa- 
vored? Are there not some .who are 
still halting between two opinions ; the under- 
standing being enlightened, in a greater 
degree than the heart is affected, or the 
practice influenced ? 
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It is more than possible, that such per- 
sons may have been, sometimes, offended 
at the holy and determined manner in which 
a separation has been urged from the 
world, its pomps and vanities, its temper 
and spirit. And yet, my beloved brethren, 
can there be any doubt of the import and 
design of the Scriptural statements on such 
subjects 1 Be not conformed to this tvorld, but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your minds ^ 
that ye may prove what is that good^ and accept^ 
abkf and perfect will of God. — Wherefore come 
out from among them^ and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and I will receive you.— This is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 
— jy* any man wiU be a friend of the world, he 
is the enemy of God. And why this very 
strong language ? The answer is obvious : 
All that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and 
the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, is not^f 
the Father, but is of the world. 

We entreat you, therefore, to remember 
the faithful warnings, the forcible expos- 
tulations, and the earnest entreaties which 
have been addressed to you from this sa- 
cred place by those who for many years 
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have been your spiritual guides. And, oh! 
rest assured, that if, through attachment to 
the pleasures of sin, or through an evil heart 
of unbelief, or tlie love of this present evil 
world, any of you should eventually fail (rf 
attaining eternal life, and should parish 
among them which believe not, you will have 
infinitely more to answer for, than thou- 
sands and millions who never heard the 
Gospel proclaimed in its fulness, and pu- 
rity, and power. For, if the plain and 
Scriptural directions, respecting" the way 
of salvation, be rejected ; yea, if they be 
not cordially received, and welcomed, and 
obeyed ; know and be assured, that then 
remaineth ?w other sacrifice fm^ sin, but a certain 
fearful looking for cf judgment, and fiery indig- 
nation, which shall devour the adversaries. 

But I turn with pleasure to persons of a 
very different description ; even to those 
whose minds, through Divine grace, have 
been enlightened ; whose hearts have been 
softened, and humbled, and comforted. You 
are, indeed, sometimes depressed on ac- 
count of sin; yet, notiinfrequently, cheered, 
and refreshed,and strengthened, by the love 
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of Christ, and by the hope of glory. Nor 
am I aware that I can press upon your no- 
tice a passage more suitable, under your 
present circumstances, than that contained 
in the text ; Remember them which have the 
ride over you^ who liave spoken unto you the 
word of God: whose faith foUaWy considerir^ 
the endff their conversation; Jesus Christy the 
9ame yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. 

This leads me to the second division of 
our subject. We have endeavoured to de- 
lineate the character of the faithful pastor, 
let us now direct your attention to 

II. The duty of the christian flock. 

Lord, what wouldest thou have me to do? 
was the inquiry of a persecutor when his 
heart was softened, and his hostility re- 
moved. Nor is it only at the commence- 
ment of the Christian course, but in every 
stage of his progress also, that the real 
c^hild of God is anxious to learn his duty 
that he may practise it. There is a short but 
most comprehensive prayer, in one of our 
collects, which the pious may often use 
with advantage; "Grant that we may 
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both perceive and know, what things we 
ought to do, and may likewise have grace 
and power, faithfully to fulfil the same, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." Trusting 
that inthis spirit you have come to the house 
of prayer this morning, I venture to bring 
^fore you the three points urged upon 
your attention in the text. — In reference 
to deceased or removed teachers and 
■guides, you are 

1 , To remember their instructions. 

It is one blessedness arisingfrom the faith- 
ful preaching of the Cross, that the saving 
benefit may remain, long after the teacher, 
^ho was the instrument of conveying it is 
femoved. Grateful recollection will often 
call to mind various pleasing circumstances, 
connected with the lives and labors of 
Christ's holy and devoted servants. Affec- 
tionate regard will follow such men ; if to ■ 
the grave, with many tears; if to another 
post of service, with many prayers. But 
jiphile Christian affection softens the heart, 
Christian duty will direct the practice. 
The memory will endeavour to recal the 
instructive addresses, and the earnest ap- 
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peals, delivered by such men during the 
period of their ministry. 

The Church will remember her teachefts, 
and rulers, and guides, with gratitude to 
God. It was the Divine goodness that 
raised them up to be useful, in their day 
and generation. It was the Divine grace 
which qualified them for their station, and 
attended their word by that power of the 
Spirit, without which it never could have 
wrought effectually^ or have been believed. 
Tlwy glorijkd God in me, said the Apostle 
of the Gentiles. Nor ever let the Great 
Head of the Church lose the honor that is 
due unto his Name ; for having, from age 
to age, prepared, and produced, and bless- 
ed, a succession of holy -and humble men ; 
who have been the messengers of the Churches, 
the lights of the worlds and the glory of Christ. 

But while the recollection of such per- 
sons should call forth gratitude to God, it 
is equally obvious that it should excite 
deep humiliation, on our own part, that 
we have profited so little under their 
pious ministrations. Alas! my brethren, 
how holy, and happy, and useful, might 

o 
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we not have been, had we duly regarded 
the sounds of mercy which have, for so 
many years issued, sabbath after sabbath, 
from this hallowed spot ! What need have 
we to come in the spirit of self-abasement 
and of contrition, to the Cross of our 
Saviour, there to find the free justification 
of our persons, and pardon for the sins of 
our holy things ! Oh fearful consideration ! 
that where much is given much will be 
required. Had we prayed more fervently, 
and watched more closely, how much fur- 
ther should we have been advanced in the 
way to the kingdom of God ! That we are 
what we are, is of the Lord's mere mercy ; 
that we are not what we might have been, 
is our own sin, and should be our con- 
fusion ! 

But my text points out another part of 
the duty of the Christian flock, in reference 
to their removed shepherds. We are not 
only to remember their instructions, but 

2. 7b imitate their faith. 

We have, already, shewn, what this 
principle did for them : let your conduct 
and spirit discover what it has done, and 
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what it can yet do for you. Be ye followers, 
imitators^ of them who through faith and pa- 
tience inherit the promses. It is not enough 
that we approve, or admire, the effects of 
faith in others. Religion is a personal con- 
cern, and deserves our individual atten- 
tion. 

What, then, my brethren, do you expe- 
rimentally know of these things? Have 
you ever been led, by faith, to follow the 
example of departed saints ? Has it moved 
you with fear y as it did Noah, to seek re- 
fuge in the ark? Has it led you, with 
Abraham, to enter upon the life of a 
pilgrim ; or enabled you, like Enoch, 
to walk with God? Without faith you can 
have no understanding of the Almighty cha- 
racter, no cheering hope of his favor, no 
communion with him ; none of that ndnd 
which was in Christ Jesus, none of those 
graces which constitute a preparation for 
the kingdom of heaven. For without faith it 
is impossible to please God. 

Would you mortify the deeds of the 
body, overcome the world, and live up to 
the height of your dispensation, you must 

o 2 
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be strong in fakh, giving glory to God. By 
this shield you can, alone, quench all the 
^fiery darts of the wicked one, or resist the al- 
lurements and fascinations of the world ; 
JFbr, who is he that overcometh the world, but he 
that bclieveth that Jesus is the Son of God? 
This is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith. Nor ever forget, my brethren, 
that it is this grace which must unite you 
to Christ, and build you up in him. 

It is faith which unfolds heavenly joys, 
and lightens human sorrow; which points 
to the mansions of bliss, and enables the 
Christian to look forward to his Saviour's 
kingdom, and to his Father's house. It is 
faith which endears the Cross to the be- 
liever, and prepares the believer for the 
cross ; which fits him for duty, and sus- 
tains him in trial ; which often sheds a ray 
of heavenly light upon his understanding, 
and pours a flood of heavenly glory into 
his heart. The man, thus influenced, is 
still indeed on earth, but he holds delight- 
ful intercourse with the skies. He walks 
and talks with his gracious Master. He 
leads a Ufe of faith on the Son of God, who 
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loved him and gave hirmelffor him. He only 
waits the good pleasure of his Saviour till 
his work is accomplished, and his race is 
run ; and then he falls asleep in Jesics, and is 
Jbr ever tvith the Lord. 

But we are not only called upon, in the 
text, to remember the instructions, and to 
imitate the faith, of departed or removed 
pastors, but also 

3. To consider the end of their conversation. 

If by this he evclusively intendedy the ter- 
mination of their Christian course in a peace- 
ful death ; then, the import of the exhor- 
tation will be this; — Dwell upon the cir- 
cumstances connected with their holy con- 
stancy, and patient suflFering, and joyful 
hope even unto the end. Let these con- 
siderations prepare you, through Divine 
grace, for your own decease. Not doubt- 
ing, but that the same mercy, which at- 
tended and supported them, will be vouch- 
safed to you in your last conflict with pain 
and sin; but especially if called to seal 
with your blood, the sacred truths of Chris- 
tianity. 

If, however, as I am rather inclined to 

o 3 
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believe (notwithstanding some difficulties 
connected with such an interpretation) 
that by the end of their conversation is 
meant that Saviour,immediately afterwards 
mentioned, as Jesus Christy the same yester- 
day , and to day^ and for ever. — If this be the 
import and design of the passage, it ap- 
pears to convey sentiments the most de- 
lightful and consolatory. It appears to 
say, " Remember, indeed, the servants 
of Christ with affection and gratitude; 
but consider not with a slight transient 
thought, but with reiterated contempla- 
tion*, their great Lord and Master, who 
was the end of all their conversation, for 
you are aware that for them to live was 
Christ.'' Thus is the attention called off 
from the messenger, and directed to him 
that sent him. The Church casts an oc- 
casional look on the characters and lives 
of the undershepherds ; but fixes a sted- 
fast eye on the Great Shepherd of the sheepy 
who redeemed us to God by his blood. 

How rich is the consolation which is 
here presented to the faithful Christian ! 
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How impoitaat the duty, how valaable 
the privilege ! How calculated to compose 
and cheer the mind, drooping and de- 
pressed under a weight of sorrow ! Jesus 
ever lives, and lives to bless. He who, in 
days that are past, visited and calmed, 
and delighted, your troubled agitated 
spirits, still remains unchangeably the 
samie. You may, indeed, experience 
changes in your temporal or spiritual 
state, and in those who wait at your altars, 
and proclaim to you the loord cf recon- 
ciliation. But Jesus changes not. What a 
proof of the supreme Godhead of the Sa- 
viour ! what a firm ground of hope for the 
Church still militant on earth ! 

To this glorious Head of influence, in 
whom are hid all the treasures cf wisdom ami 
imowkdgej we would direct your attention, 
under your present circumstances, as a 
congregation. The success of your former 
ministers, was owing to the power of the 
Spirit accompanying the preaching of 
the word. Nor shall that power be with- 
held, if your fervent supplications are still 
presented to the footstool of Divine mercy. 

o 4 
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Only be instant in praya' for the sacred 
influences of God the Holy Ghost, and 
they shall not fail to be communicated. 
With Jesus is the residue of the Spirit ; 
nor shall the necessary grace be withheld 
from the prayer of faith. He can commu- 

■ nicate the same blessings to you under 
the ministry of your new pastor, as have 
been bestowed, in years that are past, 
under your former guides. Let rae en- 
treat you therefore, my beloved brethren, 
to thank God, and to take courage. You 
are not left as sheep without a shepherd. 
He who is coming to labour among you, 
has, I doubt not, already your sympathies 
and your prayers. His heavy afflictions 
have been Jbr your cmisoUitions and salvation; 
that he may be able to cmnfort you, by the 
comfort wherewith he himself has been com- 
forted of God. You will receive him, as 
the friend of your late minister, as the 
messenger of mercy, as the servant of 
Christ. 

Nor will you soon forget him, who is 
^^ now removed from you to another im- 
^ft portant station in the Church. Here, sin- 
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ciere respect and esteem could say much. 
But I must forbear. Nor is it necessary 
to enlarge. I may, however, be permitted 
to solicit for your late minister, the con- 
tinuance of your fervent supplications to 
the throne of Grace. Nor do I know 
of any words in which more appropri- 
ately to convey that request, than those 
of a llight Rev. Prelate of our Church, 
who has occasionally, from this place, ad- 
dressed to you the word of life. They 
occur in the conclusion of his Lordship's 
last sermon previous to his removal from 
Gloucester to Lichfield. 

** Let me entreat your prayers for him, 
that, through the wholly unmerited mercy 
of our Redeemer, he may be kept, amidst 
every trial, through faith unto salvation : and 
find, in his future sphere, a door, mighty 
and effectual, opened for more abundant 
and successful labors in the cause of 
Christ, and of our dear brethren, for whom 
Christ died. Thus, indeed, maintaining 
union in the mutual benefit of intercessary 
prayer, and in the fellowship of consistent 
Christian conduct, you may hope to meet 

o 6 
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again in the realms above; where such 
a connexion, however apparently dissolved 
upon earth, will be renewed, purified, and 
perfected ; and endure for ever, under far 
happier circumstances, and with far more 
exalted feelings. There the redeemed 
pastor and his flock will have but one 
aim — to love one another, and to glorify 
Him who made their intercourse a mutual 
blessing. There they will be joint-heirs 
of one inheritance — the peace and joy of 
the common Shepherd and Bishop of their 
souls — the Lord Jesus Christ :" 

To whom with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost be all honor and glory, both now and 
for ever. 
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LUKE Vii. 14, 16. 

And he said. Young man, I say unto thee. Arise. 
And he that was dead sat up, and began to 
speak. 

There are few terms, perhaps, the best 
and highest import of which is less under- 
stood, than that of philosopher ; — a word 
peculiarly attractive to the studious mind, 
which delights to hold converse with the 
mighty dead, and to rove in the wide field 
of literature. Nor let it be supposed that 
the religion of the Bible is at all calculated 
to shackle the human intellect, or to debar 
its possessor from the refined pleasures of 
taste and of elegance, of which such 
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beautiful specimens are furnished in the 
writings of the great masters of antiquity. 
Indeed, it is much to be desired, that every 
parent who may be able, and especially 
every Christian parent, should use every 
means in his power that his children may 
enjoy the advantage of a good, solid, 
classical, education ; an education which, 
under God's blessing, may fit them for any 
future situation to which Divine Provi- 
dence may call them. 

But will this, of itself, constitute a 
philosopher or lover of wisdom, in the 
best and noblest sense of that term ? No, 
verily, my brethren. A man may be a 
proficient in all known languages, may 
exultingly speed his way through the 
whole circle of the sciences, may stfgue 
with the most logical accuracy, and en- 
treat with the most persuasive eloquence 
or empassioned oratory, and yet be des- 
titute of the smallest spark of Divine 
wisdom and Divine grace. Education can 
expand the mind ; but it cannot convert 
the heart. It can communicate ideas ; but 
it cannot bestow grace. It can strengthen 
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th6 reasoning powers ; but it cannot de« 
stroy the corrupt passions. It can soften 
the manners, and prevent fierceness ; but 
it cannot elevate the affections^ or ensure 
salvation. 

Hence arises the importance of that 
better, that Divine, philosophy which, by 
teaching us the lessons of heavenly wis- 
dom, bestows the enjoyment of heavenly 
feelings. Its axioms are indeed despised 
by some^ and slighted by most; but this in- 
difference arises from ignorance, and this 
contempt from depravity. The wisdom 
which is from above, is, unlike human wis- 
dom, ^rst pure. It communicates the 
character, and bestows the likeness, of 
the infinitely pure and Holy God. It 
discovers itself in producing the most 
striking effects upon persons hitherto 
careless, or even abandoned. It leads 
them to consider their latter end ; for in 
this, however unwilling some may be to 
credit the assertion, in this consists an 
important part of heavenly philosophy. 
Hence the expressed wish of Jehovah in 
reference to his creatures. Oh that t/iey 
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were tvise, that they understood this, that 

THEY WOULD CONSIDER THEIR LATTER 

END. Such, in the judgment of the All- wise 
God, is one of the surest marks of true 
wisdom. And, believe me, my brethren, 
all worldly wisdom, separated from this, 
or opposed to it, shall appear as real ig- 
norance as the greatest folly, and as the 
veriest madness, in that day, when God 
shall Judge the secrets of men's hearts accord- 
ing to the Gospel. 

I . have been led to these observations, 
in the commencement of this discourse, 
by a desire to obviate a difficulty, which 
sometimes presents itself in the way of 
the youthful pilgrim ; especially of him 
who has a taste for classic lore and polite 
literature. If it be inquired, Must we 
relinquish the study of the Muses ? 
we answer. No ; but we beseech you 
neglect not the study of the Scriptures. 
Admire, if you please, — for who can fail to 
admire? — the orations of the two great 
masters of Grecian and Roman eloquence ; 
but do not forget the words of a greater 
thaii either, . who spake as never man spake. 
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Derive all the instruction which you can 
from the annals of history ; but do not 
overlook the annals of the Church, or the 
records of salvation. Having formed your 
taste in the studies of the Grove, come 
forth and consecrate your powers to the 
service of the Cross. And determine, 
henceforth, to glory in Him alone, who 
of God is made unto m wisdom, and righ- 
teousnesSy and sanctification, and redemption. 

To this Divine Saviour I am to direct 
your attention this evening, while endea- 
vouring to improve the removal of a young 
man, who was doubtless well known to 
many of you. And God grant that this 
solemn occasion may prove a lasting be- 
nefit to the young persons, from the age 
of fifteen to twenty, so many of whom I 
see now before me. Several of you, my 
dear hearers, have enjoyed the advantages 
of a good education ; a blessing which, we 
rejoice to think, is so widely diffused in 
this parish, by our excellent and chartered 
Grammar School. Yet forgive me, if I 
press upon your notice a spiritual educa- 
tion; yea more, the regeneration of the 
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soul, the being begotten again, the being 
born from above. Without this, you can- 
not be holy or useful in your day and 
generation. Without this, you cannot lead 
a truly happy life, or die a truly peaceful 
death. 

But, perhaps, some of you are consoling 
yourselves with the idea that you are in 
the bloom of health, and approaching, the 
vigour of manhood. And so was once our 
departed friend, whose mortal remains are 
now inclosed in their coffin, and deposited 
in their grave ; — that grave only a few feet 

from the house of prayer in which we are 
now assembled. Ah! one is ready to 
think, could he rise from the tomb, and be 
permitted from this place to address a few 
words to those of his own age, and then 
return back again to the regions of the 
dead, an impression would be made, both 
deep and permanent. But ne^! Could he 
now stand before you in his shroud ; and 
with the earnestness of one who has beheld 
the realities of the eternal world, beseech 
you to be reconciled unto God ; it would 
be all in vain, unattended by the power 
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and the grace of Christ. If the Saviour 
speak to the heart, the sinner shall see, and 
shall believe, and shall live. Without tliat, 
ail human argument, or persuasion, or 
entreaty must be in vain. For let it never 
be forgotten, what indeed it is one princi* 
pal object of the following observations to 
prove and to apply, that an exertion of the 
same Divine and Omnipotent power is 
necessary to the conversion and salvation 
of a sinner — in raising his soul from a spi- 
ritual death unto a life of righteousness,^ — 
as was exerted on the dead body of the 
young man mentioned in the text. 

The day before, our Saviour had healed 
the servant of a pious centurion. That one 
work of mercy might be followed by ano- 
ther, to-day he raises the son of a weeping 
widow. Now when he came nigh to the gate 
of the city^ behold there was a dead man car- 
ried out J the only son of his mother, and she 
was a widow ; and much people of the city was 
with her. And when the Lord saw her he 
had compassion on her, and said unto hers 
Weep not. And he came and touched the bier; 
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aiid they that bare him stood still. Arid he 
said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And 
he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. 
In the remarks which will be offered to 
your consideration this evening, we shall 
notice the subject before us, by way of 
accommodation;— which is the rather men- 
tioned thus plainly and explicitly, because, 
as you are aware, it is not our usual method 
of discoursing on Scripture. This being 
distinctly stated, let us proceed, in humble 
dependance on that Divine Spirit, without 
whose grace all human agency is vain, to 
bring before you the following particulars. 
I. That THERE IS A striking analogy 

BETWEEN NATURAL AND MORAL 
DEATH. 

II. That as god alone can raise a 
DEAD body, sa He alone can 
quicken a soul dead in tres- 
passes AND SINS. ' 

III. That it becomes all, whom 

CHRIST HATH THUS RAISED, TO USE 
THEIR LIPS IN HIS SERVICE AND 
PRAISE. 
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IV. That the present dispensation 

DESERVES THE SERIOUS ATTENTION 
OF US ALL, BUT ESPECIALLY OF 
HEADS OF FAMILIES AND OF 
YOUNG PERSONS. 

We are first to notice, 

L That there is a striking analogy 

BETWEEN NATURAL AND MORAL DEATH. ^ 

Brethren, is it necessary for me to draw 
the picture of a corpse? Do not turn 
away disgusted at the name, for soon shall 
we ourselves be so many witnesses to the 
mortality and corruption of man. It may 
be salutary, though it be painful, to dwell 
upon a scene so humiliating to the pride of 
human nature. Select then, if you please, 
some of the best specimens, even the mor- 
tal remains of the most elegant figure, of 
the most beautiful countenance, of the 
most refined or the most accomplished. 
Behold ! the hands are stiff in death. The 
eyes are closed, the feet have ceased to 
walk, and the blood to circulate. There 
are the features, but the expression is gone. 
There are the fingers which once executed' 
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the most exquisite workmanship or struck 
the most musical chords, now inactive and 
inefficient. The ear can no longer listen 
to the words of harmonious melody, nor 
the lips move in the kindness of friendship 
or in the language of prayer. And whence 
arises this mighty change ? Only because 
the heart has ceased to beat, and life, at 
the command of Jehovah, is exchanged for 
death. 

The alteration thus produced is marked 
and palpable; and the more so, because 
we can behold the living and the dead to- 
gether, and thus can more fully perceive 
the striking difference ! And, oh, my bre- 
thren, rest assured, that, could you, with 
the eye of the Almighty, look back at the 
original state of man before his fall, and 
contrast his former purity with his pre- 
sent defilement; could you behold him 
as created by God, and as degraded by 
sin; you would indeed exclaim, *'How 
changed from himself !" He has still eyes ; 
but they are darkened by error. He has 
still a heart; but it is hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin. He has lips ; but 
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they are cold and unmoved in the praises 
of his God. There may, perhaps, be still 
the form, the shell, of religion ; but the 
spirit, and the power, and the glory, are 
departed. There may appear some amiable 
qualities on the surface ; but pierce to the 
heart, and you find that corruption has 
there taken its abode. 

Such then is man's condition by na- 
ture; and such is he declared to be, in 
the word of God. The language there 
used is most plain and forcible. Dead in 
trespasses and sins. It is the full persuasion 
of this truth which renders the ministers 
of Jesus so anxious in your behalf. We 
know, alas! that there are many of you, 
who, if you depart out of this world as 
you are, can never enjoy the mansions of 
the blessed. Yours is a state of alienation 
from God, yea of enmity to him. You 
stand exposed to the awful thunders of 
his wrath, and yet are unconscious of your 
guilt, and unmindful of your danger. You 
are alive to the honor which cometh of 
man, but dead to that which cometh of 
God; alive to the gratifications of sense. 
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but dead to the enjoyments of faith. Going 
up and down in the world with living bo- 
dies, but with dead souls. Oh that we 
felt more for such persons than we do! 
and oh that they felt at all for themselves ! 
Rest assured, then, my brethren, that a 
state of nature is not a state of safety. Ye 
must be bom again y — bom of the Spirit , — bom 
of God, or you never can inherit the king- 
dom of heaven. 

But what a solemn and affecting lesson 
does this subject teach to us, who watch 
far your souls ? Well may we tremble to 
think of the difficulties of our task, and the 
responsibilities of our office. We trust that 
our God has given us a concern for our 
own soul's salvation, and that it was He who 
put it into our hearts to care for yours. 
Yet can we not refrain from exclaiming 
with St. Paul, Who is sufficient for these things? 
Oh that we could speak words of fire, and 
words of power, and words of love! That 
we could alarm the careless, enlighten the 
blind, restore hearing to the deaf, and life 
to the dead ! Yet can we, of ourselves, do 
no such thing whatever. No, in truth, 
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this is the work of our Divine Lord and 
Master. — But it is time that I notice, se- 
condly, 

II. That as God alone can raise a 

DEAD BODr, so He ALONE CAN RAISE A 
SOUL DEAD IN TRESPASSES AND SINS. 

We rejoice to believe that. some of you 
have thus been raised. You can say. Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who 9 according to his abundant mercy, hath be- 
gotten us again unto a lively hope by the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead, unto an 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and t fiat 
fadeth not away. Yes, glory to his Name f 
you hath he quickened who were dead in 
trespasses and sins. • But we beseech, we 
charge, and we conjure you, give the 
glory to none other but to God. Never 
dare to render to the servant the honor 
due to his Sovereign Lord and Master. 
We can only speak the word ; the power 
must come from Heaven. It is of his 
mercy if you have believed our report ; or 
if we can venture to hope good things of you, 
even things wfyich accompany salvation. 

p 
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And do you, then, beloved in the Lord, 
recollect the occasion when the Saviour 
spake to you in mercy, and said unto you 
LIVE? Can you call to mind the period 
when the blessed Redeemer addressed 
you in the language of the text, Ycmng 
man, I say unto thee. Arise. Ah, my Chris- 
tian brother, whoever thou art, how- 
ever poor or afflicted, or despised, I con- 
gratulate thee on that hour. It was an 
hour of which thou wilt never repent, and 
the blessed consequences of which, we 
trust, thou wilt never lose. It was, in- 
deed, a resurrection from tiie dead ; and 
we trust it will prove the commencement 
of life everlasting. We arp not ignorant 
of your dangers and sorrows, your tmb 
and temptations : but we trust that He 
who has begun a good-work inyou^ will cany it 
on even until the day of His appearing . 

But if it be correct, that nothing less 
than a Divine power can raise a soul, dead 
in trespasses and sins, then, my dear 
brethren, I have one most solemn request 
to make of you, and it ife this ; lift up your 
hearts, whenever you assemble witlan these 
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walls, in pious ejaculation, that Almighty 
God would raise, from a death of sin unto 
a life of righteousness, some poor creature, 
hitherto careless and thoughtless. Oh! 
did we but believe more, we should pray 
more ; and praying more, we should re- 
ceive more ; and receiving more, we should 
rejoice more. Then, instead of murnmrs 
and complaints, should be heard the sounds 
of gratitude, and the symphony of praise. 
There is ^nothing on earth more con- 
soling to a Christian minister, than the 
fervent and constant intercessions of a 
pious and affectionate people. They hold 
up his hands ; they comfort .his. heart ; 
they lighten liis burdens ; they bear him, 
£md his family, and his cares, and his very 
soul, before the throne of mercy and of 
God. Were there more of this spirit of 
supplication among us, we should witness 
a)mQre extensive revival of primitive, sober. 
Scriptural godliness ; — not in the return of 
miracles to the Church, but in the in- 
gathering of souls to Christ, and in the 
conversion of some of the niost wretched, 
and abandoned, and hardened to the &tith 

p 2 
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and practice of the Gospel. And why not ? 
Is the Lord's arm shortened that it cannot save ; 
or his ear heavy that it cannot hear? No 
verily. Then wherefore do we ask so 
little, and expect so little? Wherefore 
are we satisfied with here and there 
some poor wretched sinner being brought 
to Christ, when there are hundreds and 
thousands perishing around us, who have 
no spiritual life, no Scriptural hope? 

Alas! that we look so much to man, 
and so little to God; that we rely so 
much on human, and so little on Divine 
agency ; that we do not give full credit 
to the awful descriptions of man's ruin and 
danger ; nor receive, in their full iniport, 
and excellence, and glory, those gracious 
promises which are left on record for the 
encouragement of the Church in every 
age. We are willing to be respectable 
Christians, but we are not anxious to be 
eminent saints. We do not supplicate bur 
God for spiritual mercies, with half the 
importunity with which we solicit tempo- 
ral benefits, or deprecate domestic trials. 
We are contented to let hundreds whom 
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we know, and perhaps many with whom 
we meet daily in the ordinary course of 
business, live and die, without offering up 
any thing like fervent aspirations to hea- 
ven on their behalf. 

Come then, my beloved brethren, let us 
seek a new heart, and enter on a new life. 
Let us pray for a deep, and abiding, and 
increasing, sense of the infinite value of 
the soul, and of the unspeakable power 
and grace of Christ. Let us have stated 
periods at which to intercede for our fami- 
lies, for our Church, for the whole body 
of the faithful, and for a world lying in the 
wicked one. And let us not doubt, but 
earnestly believe, that our good Lord will 
grant all these things which we shall pray 
for, at that time, and in that way which 
seemeth best unto his godly wisdom. 
Nor let us fail to return unto his Glorious 
Majesty, the feeble tribute of our fervent 
praise, whenever we perceive any poor 
wanderer turned from darkness unto light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God. 
This, however, leads me to notice the third 

division of our subject, — namely, 

p 3 
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III. That it becomes all whom 
Christ hath thus raised, to use their 

LIPS IN his service AND PRAISE. 

The young .man mentioned in the text 
was no sooner restored to life^ than he 3at 
up and b^an to speak. With what feelings 
must the assembled multitude have listened 
to the words of one who, a few moments 
before, was silent in death I No doubt 
his first words would be those of adoring 
gratitude to his Divine Redeemer. Nor is 
it improbable that his next would be ex- 
pressions of admonition, to such as he knew 
to foe unprepared for that world from which 
he had come. I shall not attempt to de* 
scribe the feelings of his widowed mother. 
Those parents, perhaps, who have long 
been anxiously listening for some word of 
thankful adoration, or penitent confession, 
or believing hope, from their dying chil- 
dren ; and who, though at the eleveath 
hour, when their expectation was well 
nigh cut off, hear the very strains they had 
so long desired ; — such may, in some small 
measure, conceive of the joy experienced 
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by the widow of Nain on once more hear- 
ing the voice of her beloved son. 

And am I not, this evening, addressing 
some parents of this description? Yes, 
verily, you have often pray ed for your child, 
and wept before God on his account. You 
did not dare to put the words of profession 
into his lips, but you entreated the Father 
of Mercies- to communicate the spirit of 
penitence to his heart Like the afflicted 
parent mentioned in the Gospel, you ap- 
plied to Christ, saying, If thou canst do miy 
thingi for its, have compassion and. hdp m; 
while yet you felt a something tiiat seemed 
to say. If thou canst believe, all things are 
possible to him that bdieveth. At length, the 
hour of mercy arrived. What you had 
long sown in weakness, you were permitted^ 
at last^ to see raised in power. You, there- 
fore, can enterinto the emotions with which 

« 

the surviving parent of the ytoung man of 
Nain heard the voice of her son after he 
was raised from the dead. 

That which deeply affects the heart, 
whatever it be, will generally move the 
lips. The avaricious will speak of gain, and 
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of gold : the ambitious will talk of place, 
and of power; while the unchaste and 
impure will frequently embody their sen- 
suality in terms the most offensive and 
disgusting. And shall it then be dis- 
pleasing to the fastidious taste of tlie half- 
hearted, and the lukewarm, that the meek 
and humble Christian should speak of that 
Saviour who has opened his eyes, has 
touched his heart, and pardoned his sins ? 

Not that we would defend or exte- 
nuate a boasting spirit, or an ostentatious 
expression of religious feeling, or a want 
of modesty and propriety, especially in 
young professors, or indeed in any. 
Still, however, let it not be ascribed 
to improper motives or sentiments, that 
one, who has only lately been brought to 
the knowledge of the truth, cannot refrain 
from speaking with warmth and energy, 
on those sacred subjects which completely 
fill and overwhelm his mind. 

To a soul dead in trespasses and sins, the 
Bible is a sealed book, and the reli- 
gion of Jesus something strange and 
forbidding. The enmity of the carnal mind 
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may proceed to still greater lengths, and 
even persecute all such as call upon the 
name of Christ. Behold a person of this 
description in Saul of Tarsus. And Saul, 
yet breathing out threatemngs and slaughter 
against the disdpks of the Lord, went unto the 
high priest, and desired of him letters to Da- 
mascus to the synagogues, that if he found any 
of this way, whether they tuere men or women, he 
might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. As 
he journeys, a light shines from heaven. 
He is struck to the ground. Christ's word 
of expostulation softens the heart of the 
bigot and the persecutor ; and he inquires. 
Who art thou, Lord ? Lord, what wouMest thou 
have me to dot From that hour to the end 
of his days, his lips could scarcely speak 
of any other person, or his pen write on 
any other theme ; so that he himself de- 
clares, I determined to know nothing among 
you save Jesus Christ, even him that was 
crucified. 

But, to descend to characters very in- 
ferior to the great Apostle of the Gentiles ; 
consider the case of a young man, who 
has been brought up in the outward form 
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of religion, but who, during the greater 
part of his time, and possibly till within 
a few weeks of his decease, has been des- 
titute of its life-giving power and sacred 
energy. Many prayers, and perhaps 
many tears, are offered ; but they all ap- 
pear in vain. The youth is not glaringly 
immoral ; but he is not really pious. A 
Christian parent warns, and entreats, and 
beseeches his son to be reconciled unto God. 
The addresses of the sanctuary are preach- 
ed over again by the pious father or mo- 
ther, during the week. But, for a time, 
no effect is produced. Childhood and 
youth pass away. And he who, a few 
years since, was the thoughtless boy, 
rises into society as the thoughtless man ; 
thoughtless of his highest interests and 
everlasting welfare, however obedient to 
his parents, or attentive to business. In 
many painful instances, such young men 
are seen proceeding from thoughtlessness 
to sensuality, from sensuality to disho- 
nesty, and thence to the ruin of the health, 
and the circumstances, and the soul. Nor 
do I know a more awful character than 
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the youth, who, after haykig received a 
pious education, at length embraces de- 
structive errors or damnable heresks, or, 
breaking through all restraints, proceeds 
from gaiety to licentiousness ; and, though 
educated within the hallowed precincts 
of a Christian family, sinks, nevertheless, 
into the lake of fire« 

•But it frequently pleases God that 
the seed of Divine truth, which had been 
sown in early life^ though it remain long 
without fruit, yet at last yields a pleasing 
return. Such was the case with our dcr 
ceased young friend, whose removal into 
the eternal world has given rise to these 
reflections* From the testimony of his 
parents, we learn that he was an affect 
tionate and dutiful child ; and lived, what 
the world calls, a Christian life. It was 
not, however, till about seven weeks be- 
fore his death, that he discovered himself 
to be a sinner before God. He then saw 
and felt, confessed and lamented, that he 
had lived, for nearly four-and-: twenty years 
in the world, in a state of rebellion against 
his heavenly Father. This convicticm 
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caused him many tears. He felt that his 
guilt was great, in having so frequently 
attended the faithful preaching of God's 
holy word, without being moved, or in- 
terested, or converted. 

Ah ! my dear brethren, suffer me to tell 
you, that many of the sermons you hear 
from time to time will rise another day : 
perhaps in the hour of sickness, to your 
confusion and holy shame ; perhaps at 
the morning of the resurrection, to your 
eternal condemnation. It would. truly 
have interested you, to have witnessed the 
deep pain, which his former negligence 
in this respect, occasioned to our departed 
young friend, when it pleased God to 
open his eyes, and to give him a correct 
view of his sinful nature, and real cha- 
racter. 

As might be supposed, the Bible was, 
now, read with interest, and with feeling. 
When no longer able, through weakness, 
to peruse that holy book for himself, it 
was his constant request that he mfght 
hear it from others ! On one occasion, a 
friend was reading to him, at his own de- 
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sire, the account given in the Gospel of 
Christ's being betrayed by Judas. He was 
deeply affected, and begged the person 
would stop. On approaching his bed- 
side,^ he was found in tears. Being asked if 
he felt himself worse, he replied, " No, 
but that chapter makes me feel so much 
the goodness of God, to me a poor sinner, 
in shewing mercy to me, after I have so 
often rejected Christ." That he had, in- 
deed, thus found mercy, was apparent to 
all who visited him. The Lord had gra- 
ciously taken away his burden, and had 
manifested himself to him as a pardon- 
ing God. 

His gratitude to those who waited upon 
him, was truly delightful ; so thankful did 
he appear for any little service which was 
rendered to him. To the inquiries of an 
affectionate father, whether the evil one 
was permitted to disturb his hopes of 
pardon, he replied, '* No, my dear father, 
the Saviour is precious to me. Blessed 
be God, I have no fear : but I w:as up- 
braiding myself with the uneasiness I have 
often given you, my dear father; but. 
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thank God, I have been enabled to lay 
it at the foot of the Cross, and ray God 
has forgiven me that sin also. Do you 
forgive me, my dear father?" — thus dis- 
covering a tender conscience, and a 
contrite heart, even after he had been en- 
abled to indulge the trembling hope, that 
his heavenly Father was pacified unto him, 
after all that he had done. 

For a week after this, he was not able to 
speak, without difficulty. Yet, even here, , 
did he shew his anxiety to do all in his 
power to improve the moments which re- 
mained, and which he now felt would be 
but few. To all that came to him, he tes- 
tified his gratitude to Christ for having 
spared him, and for having touched his 
heart. But he did not rest contented with 
this. He sent for several whom he knew 
and loved, but of whose carelessness on 
these points he was well aware, and, in 
the most pointed and affectionate manner, 
urged home upon their attention an imme- 
diate regard to their everlasting interests, 
and the truths of the Bible ; assuring them, 
that nothing but the words contained in 
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that book would be able to support them 
on a dying bed. At such times, some of 
his expressions were extremely urgent 
and affecting. " Oh, think," he would say, 
" of the uncertainty of life, and prepare to 
seek your Saviour, while in health and 
strength. I might have been left to ray- 
self, and not have been given repentance 
at the eleventh hour, or even to have lain 
on a sickbed at all." 

When reminded that his frame was 
weak, and that he must not exert himself 
so much, he replied, with great earnest- 
ness, " Father, I must work while I can." 
Soon after this, his breath became much 
shorter, and he could speak but little: 
but the expressions which were heard 
falling from his lips, though incoherent, 
plainly discovered that his mind was en- 
gaged in prayer, and in meditation upon 
the most important subjects. Some of these 
were as follows: — "Lord, what is man? 
what has he to boastof ? — The Lord is my 
Strength and ray Redeemer. — Lord, if it be 
thy blessed will to remove me, let it be to 
thy right hand. — Lord, if it please thee. 



328 CONVERSION 

give me a little more breath, that I might 
praise thee." 

Upon being interrogated, by some pious 
friends, whether he was trusting to any 
thing connected with himself, for pardon, 
he replied, **No; I feel I am a sinner, 
one of the chief, and that my pardon is 
only through the atoning blood of Christ." 
An affectionate parent, inquiring* if she 
could do any thing for him, and wishing 
to alleviate his sufferings, he replied, 
** Oh, mother, do not desire to remove my 
pain, unless it be the Lord's will. What 
are my sufferings, to what our Blessed 
Saviour suffered, when he sweat great 
drops of blood for sinners like me ! and 
shall I repine ? Oh, no ! I pray God to 
enable me to bear, without murmuring, 
whatever he is pleased to lay upon me. 
Is it not all for my good ? I might have 
been cut off without one moment's 
warning." 

At another time, when taking some re- 
freshment, he thus expressed his comfort- 
able hopeof glory and immortality, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ : — ** Do not think, 
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my dear mother, that! want these things. 
If my heavenly Father were now to call 
me, how willingly would I leave all 
these things ! In heaven I should have 
all I want, for all there is love." After 
this, he remained quiet, but evidently in 
the full possession of his senses. At length, 
perceiving that he was in prayer, his fa-* 
ther joined with him in supplicating our 
Blessed Saviour to present the spirit of his 
departing child spotless before God. He 
answered, ** He will. He will. He will," 
then dropped his hand and expired. 

Such, my dear brethren, is the account 
which I am able to communicate to you, 
of the young friend whose mortal remains 
were, on Thursday week, brought into 
this Church on the shoulders of others, 
and thence conveyed to the neighbouring 
grave, where they rest in peace, awaiting 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
everlasting. In consequence of a recent loss 
experienced by your worthy rector, who, 
nevertheless, visited our departed friend 
at some little distance from town, (the affec- 
tionate shepherd following one of his flock 
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with the consolations of religion^ in the 
8ea£<Hi of! sickness, and adminiMering to 
him the' holy Sacrament of the Lord's Snp« 
fetpi at a time when his heart was indeed 
in a proper state to receive it) ;— in conse- 
qurace of that affliction, it fell to my lot to 
coauiit. to the graYi^ \the sleeping dust of 
our young friend. I felt it to be a solemn 
moment; Nor could I help asking my 
own heai!t| when walking down that aisle to 
receive his dead body at the dooiv Did I 
always say all that I might have spoken 
while preaching to this young man ? Did 
I ptpay for him, as I ought? Did I watch 
for Us souU as one that must give an 
account ? Brethren,, there are res^utions 
which ministers often foria at the graves 
of their hearers; they are these : In the 
strength of Divine grace we. will be moce 
faithfuly more watchful, , more dead to 
every thing but Christ,; wA souls^ and 
eternity. So help us, God ic 

But this leadr me to notice tthe last^^; 
vision of oursubjeot^ which decIaiBs, 

IV. That the freskktt disfensation^ 



A SPIRITUAX RE&URltECTION. 331 

DESERVES THE SERIOUS ATTENTION OF 
HEADS OF FAMILIES, AND OF YOUNG PER* 

SONS. 

I have said, deserves the attention of 4M; 
and surely none will feel disposed to dis^ 
pute this. Is not death a subject of uni* 
versal concern ? And may not the moment 
be very near at hand, when some of us, 
who, perhaps, are now least concerned 
about these things, may be hurried into 
that world whither our young friend is 
gone, and whither we all are hastening ?-*^ 
But to the £aithers of families I would parti- 
cularly address myself. And are you still 
indifferent, as to the religious views and 
feelings of your ofispring ? Are you caie^ 
less whether they believe, or disbelieve, 
the record which God hath given of his Son? 
whether they feel the power of godliness^ 
or rest contented with its forms ? 

Oh ! ye careless parents, we charge you, 
by ell that is sacred ; we conjure you, in 
the solemn name of our Qod, and as you 
would ever wish to be happy, begin by 
making religion a personal concern ; and 
proceed in teaching, by Christian precept 
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and by a holy life, that religion to your 
offspring and dependants. Do you desire 
to have their blessings resting on your me- 
mory, and on your grave, when you are 
gone ? Would you wish your children 
to thank you in another world, and 
to join you in the realms of blessedness? 
If so, delay no longer to seek God in 
earnest ; but draw nigh to the Cross of 
Jesus, and there to obtain pardon, and 
peace, and joy, and a blessed preparation 
for a blessed eternity. 

Nor ever forget that some of your fa- 
mily may depart this life before you. You 
may, perhaps, be calculating upon a du- 
tiful son, may be expecting that he will 
eventually succeed you, and prove a com- 
forter to your widow, and an affectionate 
counsellor to your children. But are you 
certain of his life? May not to-morrow 
convince you that he is weak, and the next 
day prove to you that he is mortal ? And 
what if, on a sick and dying bed, the son 
of your hopes, or the daughter in whom 
you delighted, should have to complain 
of your neglect, in never having instructed 
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them in the way to heaven, in never hav- 
ing brought them to Christ, or taught them 
the lessons of heavenly wisdom. Will not 
such negligence, then, cut you to the 
heart ? 

A case still more awful is possible; yea is 
more than possible. Your offspring may 
go before you, and may die as they lived, 
and as you taught them to live! WUkout 
God and without Christ in the world. Con- 
science may be seared ; and they may go 
off the stage of life, without any distress- 
ing feeling of guilt, without any painful 
sense of sin, without any consciousness of 
their need of a Saviour ; yea, without re- 
pentance, or faith, or holiness ! And what 
then, my brethren, may be the dire con- 
sequence? even this; you may have to 
meet them in blackness and darkness for ever, 
in that state where there is weeping, and 
wailing y and gnashing of teeth. 

But I rejoice to know, that there are 
those among you, who are truly anxious 
for the salvation of the souls of their chil- 
dren : and why ? The reason is plain : they 
are anxious respecting their own. To 
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you^ Christian parents of pious £similies, I 
address myself. Go on in the good way in 
which you have begun; not deterred by 
the frown of censure, or by the smile of 
contempt, or by the ridicule of worldly 
and wicked men. Pray with your chil- 
dren, and pray for them. Rest satisfied 
with nothing in yourselves, or in them 
wliich falls short of real, vital, experimental, 
practical godliness. Go daily yourselves 
to the Saviour. Gather your family around 
his Cross. TeU them, " There is all your 
parents' hope ; and there, dear children, 
must be all yours, if you would finally 
enter the kingdom of heaven." — Let con- 
sistency of life ever accompany your in- 
stru^i^tions and precepts. Thus continuing 
to watch as weU as pray, and to practise 
as well as teach, you may expect that 
your labors, and your efforts, and your 
prayers, shall not be in vain. Yowmay 
SOU) for a while in tears; but, eventually, 
you ^hail reap in joy. 

But though this subject deserves the 
serious attention of parents, it is not less 
important to you, who are their children. 
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Suffer me, then, most earnestly, to re- 
quest you to listen to the voice that ad* 
dresses you from the grave of this our de- 
parted friend. And what is its language? 
** I once was at trifler, and careless, and 
without Christ]^ Do not delay, as I did, 
till the eleventh hour, to seek the salva- 
tion of your souls, lest repentance be de- 
nied, and you be cut down in your sins." 

Where then is the youth who, taught by 
Divine grace, is beginning this night to 
turn to God, witli full purpose of heart ? 
Such would, indeed, be a happy conclusion 
to this day ; — aday which has some peculiar 
recollections connected with it, in the mind 
of him who now addresses you. Yes, my 
brethren, it was on the first Sunday even- 
ing in April, five years ago, that he en- 
tered upon his office as Lecturer of this 
Church. How many pews might he point 
to, and say, *' There one is gone; there 
two ; there, perhaps, more ! " 

Our seniors are hastening fast away; 
and to you, therefore, my dear friends, to 
the young persons of this congregation, 
we address ourselves. Oh ! rest assured. 
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that religion alone can make you bappy ; 
can fit you for the discharge of the active 
duties of life, and, by the knowledge of 
Jesus, can prepare you for the sick cham- 
ber, and for the dying piUaw. But I must 
not enlarge, and will condrode by express- 
ing my fervent desire and prayer, that what 
we are unable to effect, God*s grace may 
accomplish. May He, whose we are and 
whom we serve, even Christ our Lord, — 
may HE say with power, not indeed to the 
sleeping dust of our departed friend, but to 
some careless wanderer, to some thought- 
less youth, this evening, Young man, I 
SAY unto thee, arise! 



EllertoD and HcMderson, Printer»« 
Googh Square, Loudoa. 
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